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YEAR 7&8
C: These books are suitable for more confident readers.

Young Sherlock Holmes: Death Cloud by Andrew Lane. 12+

C

The year is 1868, and Sherlock Holmes is fourteen. His life is that of a perfectly ordinary army
officer’s son: boarding school, good manners, a classical education – the backbone of the
British Empire. But all that is about to change. With his father suddenly posted to India, and
his mother mysteriously ‘unwell’, Sherlock is sent to stay with his eccentric uncle and aunt in
their vast house in Hampshire. So begins a summer that leads Sherlock to uncover his first
murder, a kidnap, corruption and a brilliantly sinister villain of exquisitely malign intent.
1st in the Young Sherlock Homes 10 book series.

Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens.
When Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong set up their very own secret detective agency at
Deepdean School for Girls, they struggle to find any truly exciting mysteries to investigate.
(Unless you count the case of Lavinia’s missing tie. Which they don’t.)
Then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, lying dead in the Gym. She assumes it
was a terrible accident – but when she and Daisy return five minutes later, the body has
disappeared. Now Hazel and Daisy not only have a murder to solve: they have to prove one
happened in the first place. Determined to get to the bottom of the crime before the killer
strikes again (and before the police can get there first, naturally), Hazel and Daisy must hunt
for evidence, spy on their suspects and use all the cunning and intuition they can muster. But
will they succeed? And can their friendship stand the test?
1st in the 8 book Murder Most Unladylike series .

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd.
When Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim get on board the London Eye, he turned and
waved before getting on. After half an hour it landed and everyone trooped off - but no Salim.
Where could he have gone? How on earth could he have disappeared into thin air? Since the
police are having no luck finding him, Ted and Kat become sleuthing partners. Despite their
prickly relationship, they overcome their differences to follow a trail of clues across London in
a desperate bid to find their cousin. And ultimately it comes down to Ted, whose brain works
in its own very unique way, to find the key to the mystery.

Guggenheim mystery by Robin Stevens
This is a sequel to the London Eye Mystery, but written by Robin Stevens.
This summer, I went on holiday to New York, to visit Aunt Gloria and Salim. While I was
there, a painting was stolen from the Guggenheim Museum, where Aunt Gloria works.
Everyone was very worried and upset. I did not see what the problem was. I do not see the
point of paintings, even if they are worth £9.8 million. Perhaps that's because of my very
unusual brain, which works on a different operating system to everyone else's. But then Aunt
Gloria was blamed for the theft - and Aunt Gloria is family. And I realised just how important it
was to find the painting, and discover who really had taken it.

Ruby in the Smoke by Phillip Pullman. 12+

Soon after Sally Lockhart's father drowns at sea, she receives an anonymous letter. The dire
warning it contains makes a man die of fear at her feet. Determined to discover the truth
about her father's death, Sally is plunged into a terrifying mystery in the dark heart of
Victorian London, at the centre of which lies a deadly blood-soaked jewel.
1st in the Sally Lockheart Quartet.

Twelve minutes to midnight by Christopher Edge.

C

Penelope Tredwell is the feisty thirteen-year-old orphan heiress of the bestselling magazine,
The Penny Dreadful. Her masterly tales of the macabre are gripping Victorian Britain, even if
no one knows she's the real author. One day a letter she receives from the governor of the
notorious Bedlam madhouse plunges her into an adventure more terrifying than anything she
ever imagined - A thriller with a fast-paced cinematic style.
1st in the Twelve minutes to midnight trilogy.

The famous five: Five on a Treasure Island by Enid Blyton.
In their first adventure, the Famous Five find a shipwreck off Kirrin Island. But where is the
treasure? The Famous Five are on the trail, looking for clues, but they're not alone. Someone
else has got the same idea! Time is running out for the Famous Five - who will follow the
clues and get to the treasure first?

The name of this book is secret by Pseudonymous Bosch.
When intrepid investigators Cass and Max-Ernest set out to discover the history of the
mysterious Symphony of Smells, they become embroiled in a dastardly experiment involving
kidnapped children and the secret of eternal youth. Together they must come up with a plan
to rescue their classmate from a hideous fate and escape the eerie pyramid of the Midnight
Sun. Colourful characters abound in this utterly inspired journey of discovery, guaranteed to
delight and enthrall readers.
1st in this 5 book The Name of this Book series.

The White Giraffe by Lauren St John.

C

When she is eleven years old, Martine is orphaned and sent to live with her
grandmother on a game reserve in South Africa. Her grandmother seems strangely
unwelcoming and Martine has a difficult time settling in at her new school, where she
is conspicuously an outsider. There are secrets about Sawubona (the reserve) just
waiting to be revealed, and rumours too about a fabled white giraffe - a trophy for
hunters everywhere. One night Martine, lonely and feeling slightly rebellious too, looks
out of her window and see a young albino giraffe - This is the beginning of her
mysterious and magical adventures - her discovery of her gift of healing and a secret
valley that she travels to with the giraffe, where she'll find clues about her past and
future.
1 st in this 5 book series.

Dead man’s cove by Lauren St John.

C

When orphaned Laura Marlin moves from a children's home to live with her uncle in Cornwall,
she longs for a life of excitement just like the characters in her favourite detective novels. A
real life adventure is on hand as she is deposited at her uncle's spooky house . . . Why does
her uncle, Calvin Redfern, forbid her to go to Dead Man's Cove? What's the truth about Tariq,
the silent Indian boy who lives with the flamboyant Mukthars? Who is J? Who has left the
message in a bottle for Laura to discover? Mysteries abound and who better to solve them
than Laura Marlin, ace detective? Accompanied by her trusty companion, Skye, a threelegged husky, the dog she's always wanted.
1st of 5 books in the Laura Marlin Mysteries.

Who Killed Darius Drake? By Rodman Philbrick
Whatever you've heard about Darius Drake... it's wrong. Some of the stories are lies, some
are mistakes, and the rest were invented by Darius to fool his enemies.
And I do mean ENEMIES. Not school bullies or mean kids. I'm talking about real, grown-up
enemies who would stop at nothing to find the legendary Dunbar diamonds before Darius and
I did. So whatever you've heard - forget it. Because THIS is what really happened.

Crown of Acorns by Catherine Fisher 12+
In an absorbing mystery thriller, a teenage girl with a past arrives in a city: new name, new
identity, new foster family. She has chosen the city herself, and is fascinated by its harmony
and beauty, but is clearly in fear of discovery. She is nursing a secret from her early
childhood, a secret that produces new terrors for her the moment she fears her identity has
been spotted.

Hacker by Malorie Blackman
MESSAGE: This is the system operator. Who is using this account? Please identify yourself .
. .When Vicky's father is arrested, accused of stealing over a million pounds from the bank
where he works, she is determined to prove his innocence. But how? There's only one way to attempt to break into the bank's computer files. Even if Vicky is the best hacker in the
world, will she find the real thief before they find her?

Baker Street Boys: The case of the disappearing detective by Anthony Read.
It is 1897, Queen Victoria’ s diamond jubilee year, and the Baker Street Boys are helping
Sherlock Holmes to solve a case involving a mysterious American when Holmes himself
disappears. Only the Boys realize that he hasn’ t gone undercover but has actually been
kidnapped by a Fenian gang from Boston who are planning to assassinate the Queen.
1st in the 7 book Baker Street Boys Series.

The Robber Baron’s Daughter by Jamila Gavin.
From the dark of the Bulgarian underworld to the grandeur of central London, what you don't
know can't harm you. Or so Nettie believes. Nettie lives a privileged life in a mansion and she
is adored by her parents. But her world shatters when her beloved tutor, Miss Kovachev,
mysteriously disappears from the Round Tower.

Skink no surrender by Carl Hiaasen. 12+
When your cousin goes missing under suspicious circumstances, who do you call? There's
only one man for the job: a half-crazed, half-feral, one-eyed ex-governor named Skink. Skink
joins 14-year-old Richard on a breakneck chase across Florida, undaunted by lightning
storms, poisonous snakes, flying bullets, and giant gators. There are a million places cousin
Malley could be, a million unpleasant fates that might have befallen her, but one thing is
certain: in the Florida swamp, justice is best served wild.

Raven Mysteries:Flood and Fang by Marcus Sedgwick
Meet the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their faithful guardian, Edgar the raven, and
discover the dark secrets of Castle Otherhand. Edgar is alarmed when he sees a nasty
looking black tail slinking under the castle walls. But his warnings to the inhabitants of the
castle go unheeded: Lord Valevine Otherhand is too busy trying to invent the unthinkable and
discover the unknowable; his wife, Minty, is too absorbed in her latest obsession - baking;
and ten-year-old Cudweed is running riot with his infernal pet monkey. Only Solstice, the
black-haired, poetry-writing Otherhand daughter, seems to pay any attention. As the lower
storeys of the castle begin mysteriously to flood, and kitchen maids continue to go missing,
the family come ever closer to the owner of the black tail.
1st in the 6 book Raven Mysteries series.

Castle of Shadows by Ellen Renner.
Ever since the Queen mysteriously disappeared and the King went mad five years ago,
eleven-year-old Princess Charlie has lived a wild and mostly unsupervised life in the country
of Quale, running amok through the castle instead of following affairs of state. Now revolution
whispers through the air, and Charlie is powerless to stop it.
1st in a two book series, the second is called City of Thieves.

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

C

From his rooms in Baker Street, Sherlock Holmes's brooding figure emerges into the foggy
streets of Victorian London to grapple with the forces of treachery, intrigue, and evil. 12
original short stories of the Baker Street detective.

The Cardturner by Louis Sachar.
The summer after junior year of high school looks bleak for Alton Richards. His parents insist
that he drive his great-uncle Lester to his bridge club four times a week and be his
cardturner—whatever that means. Alton’s uncle is old, blind, very sick, and very rich.
But Alton’s parents aren’t the only ones trying to worm their way into Lester Trapp’s good
graces. They’re in competition with his longtime housekeeper, his alluring young nurse, and
the crazy Castaneda family, who seem to have a mysterious influence over him. Alton soon
finds himself intrigued by his uncle, by the game of bridge, and especially by the pretty and
shy Toni Castaneda. As the summer goes on, he struggles to figure out what it all means,
and ultimately to figure out the meaning of his own life.

The impossible clue by Alice Jones.
Maths-whizz Alice has already solved a mystery or two. Persuaded by wannabe sidekick
Sammy to investigate a scientist's disappearance, she's soon entangled in her trickiest case
yet. Dr Learner is reputed to have invented an invisibility suit, but is whacky science really to
blame for his vanishing? With the unlikely help of erstwhile nemesis Kevin, Alice solves the
puzzle - only to face another. Should she reveal the truth, or protect her most devoted friend?

Monday’s are Murder by Tanya Landman.
When Poppy Fields goes on an activity holiday to a remote Scottish island, she is looking
forward to a week of climbing, hill-walking and horse riding. But things take a bad turn when
their instructor has what appears to be a fatal abseiling accident. When Poppy discovers that
his rope was cut, and more of the instructors start to have "accidents", she and best friend
Graham suspect foul play and decide to investigate.
1st in the 10 book Poppy Fields Murder Mysteries series.

Artie Conan Doyle and the Gravediggers club by Robert J Harris C
One day Arthur Conan Doyle will create the greatest detective of all -- Sherlock Holmes. But
right now Artie Conan Doyle is a twelve-year-old Edinburgh schoolboy with a mystery of his
own to solve. While sneaking out to explore Greyfriars Kirkyard by night, Artie and his best
friend Ham spot a ghostly lady in grey and discover the footprints of a gigantic hound. Could
the two mysteries be connected? These strange clues lead them to a series of robberies
carried out by the sinister Gravediggers' Club and soon they find themselves pitted against
the villainous Colonel Braxton Dash. Will Artie survive his encounters with graveyards and
ghosts in the foggy streets of nineteenth century Edinburgh -- or will his first case be his last?
1st in the Artie Conan Doyle Trilogy.

Scarlet and Ivy: The lost twin by Sophie Cleverly.
A spine-tingling mystery set in a creepily atmospheric boarding school. Ivy must uncover the
secrets behind her twin sister Scarlet’s disappearance before it’s too late. When troublesome
Scarlet mysteriously disappears from Rookwood School, terrifying Miss Fox invites her quiet
twin sister Ivy to ‘take her place’. Ivy reluctantly agrees in the hopes of finding out what
happened to her missing sister. For only at Rookwood will Ivy be able to unlock the secrets of
Scarlet’s disappearance, through a scattered trail of diary pages carefully hidden all over the
school. Can Ivy solve the mystery before Miss Fox suspects? Or before an even greater
danger presents itself?
1st in the 7 book Scarlet and Ivy Series.

Messenger Bird by Ruth Eastham
Nathan's father has been arrested. He works for the Ministry of Defence and is accused of
leaking top secret information. But as he is dragged into a police car, he gives Nathan a
message. It leads to a riddle, but it's not from Dad. It's from an ex-Bletchley Park
employee, Lily Kenley, and was written in 1940. Nathan begins to follow the clues left behind
by Lily. But how can this war-time story link to his father's fate? Hope for Dad's appeal is
fading fast. He must solve the puzzle. Time is running out.

Ruby Redfort: Look into my eyes by Lauren Child.
Ruby Redfort is a genius code-cracker, a daring detective, and a gadget-laden special agent
who just happens to be a 13-year-old girl. She and her slick side-kick butler, Hitch, foil crimes
and get into loads of scrapes with evil villains, but they're always ice-cool in a crisis.
1st in the 6 book Ruby Redfort series.

Travis Delaney Investigates:The Ultimate truth by Kevin Brooks 12+
When Travis Delaney's parents die in a car crash, Travis is devastated. In a bid to pull
himself out of his grief, he starts to look into the last case they were investigating at the
private investigation agency they ran. What starts as a minor distraction soon becomes a
sinister, unbelievable mystery - and Travis is determined to solve it. Why were his parents
looking for a missing boy when the boy's family says he isn't missing? Where is the boy
himself? And why would a man who is in surveillance photos taken by Travis's parents turn
up at their funeral? As Travis searches for answers, he starts to have the chilling realization
that the question he should be asking is the one he most wants to avoid: Was the accident
that killed his parents really what it seemed? An intriguing, exciting adventure from a master
of suspense.
1st in the Travis Delaney Investigates trilogy.

The Echo Falls Mystery: Down the Rabbit hole by Peter Abrahams.
When Ingrid accidentally leaves her favourite football sneakers at a murder scene, she is
sucked into a mysterious case. It's all her fault that the police are on the wrong track, so
Ingrid swears to hunt down Cracked-up Katie's killer herself. But Ingrid's life is full of
distractions: Joey, the son of the local police chief; portraying Alice in the Prescott Players'
new production; not failing maths... When the clues lead her to the new member of the
theatre group, Vincent, she doesn't realize the danger until it's too late - and suddenly she's
battling for her life, about to be pushed over the edge of Echo Falls...
1st in the Echo Falls Mystery trilogy.

A Mary Quinn Mystery: A spy in the House by Y.S Lee
At a young age, Mary is rescued from the gallows by a woman masquerading as a prison
warden. She is taken to Miss Scrimshaw's Academy for Girls. The school, Mary learns, is a
front for a private investigation agency and, at 17, she is taken on as an agent. In her new
role she is catapulted into the family home of the Thorolds to investigate the shady business
dealings of Mr Thorold.
1st in the 4 book Mary Quin Mystery series.

Ottoline and the yellow cat by Chris Riddell.
Ottoline lives with her hairy companion Mr Munroe, on the 24th floor of the Pepperpot
Building. Her parents travel the world collecting interesting things but do ensure she is looked
after by the Home Cooked Meal Co. and Smith&Smith Pillow Plumping Technicians. Ottoline
is good at solving mysteries, in part due to her eavesdropping habit and in part because of
her qualification as a mistress of disguise. With the help of Mr Munroe, Ottoline sets out to
solve a spate of burglaries in her neighbourhood, which she links to the disappearance of lapdogs all over the city.
1st in the 5 book Ottoline series.

Thirteen by Tom Hoyle 12+

Thirteen boys. Twelve dead. One survives. For now . . . Adam was born at midnight in
London on the 1st January 2020. He is the target of a cult that believes boys born on the
stroke of the new millennium must die before the end of their thirteenth year. Twelve boys
have been killed so far. Coron, the crazy cult leader, will stop at nothing to bring in his new
kingdom. And now he is planning a bombing spectacular across London to celebrate the
sacrifice of his final victim . .

