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Making the right choices
Over the next few weeks, you will make some very important decisions about the future of your
education and the direction of your career. At Wellsway, we strongly believe that we should
ensure that each individual studies a core of essential subjects to maximise future opportunity,
whilst providing high quality advice to help our young people make the right personal choices.
The pathways we offer guarantee that you will not choose a curriculum which is too narrow and
restricts opportunities in the future. At the same time, we have taken care to offer a range of
courses which allow you breadth in your studies and encourage you to choose subjects which
will match with your interests and strengths. You will find a wide selection of creative and
vocational qualifications listed in the subject pages of this booklet.

What is the purpose of this guidance booklet?
This guide is intended to take you through the timeline of the Pathways process and to give
detailed information about the courses and subjects we offer.

What is the timeline for seeking advice and submitting applications?
W/b 11th January 2020:

Presentation for Year 9 (Study Pathways process)

21st January 2020:

Year 9 Parent/Carer Evening (virtual, via web link), 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm

9th February 2020:

Final selection of pathway choices via the Insight online portal

Details of how to select your pathway using Insight will be made available in January.
Which subjects are compulsory?
All students will study mathematics, English language, English literature, science, core
(non-examined) PE, personal social and health education (PSHE) and one of either history
or geography (it is possible to choose both of these subjects).
How many subjects can I choose?
As well as your choice of either history or geography, we ask that you choose three other
subjects plus a reserve. At this stage, the selection of the additional subjects is an entirely
free choice. When we have received choices from all of our students, we will be able to
determine which subject combinations we will be able to offer.
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Am I guaranteed to get the subjects I choose?
We cannot promise that students will be given the course they choose, but we satisfy as
many first choices as we possibly can. The reasons for this are:
1. Some courses may not attract enough interest to run
2. Some courses may attract greater numbers than we have staff and facilities to provide
for
3. Some subject combinations will not be possible when we arrange the courses into
teaching periods for the new timetable.
We do not operate a ‘first come, first served’ system for allocating courses, nor do we
select on academic ability.
What is the English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) and is it important?
The English Baccalaureate is not awarded as a separate certificate, but it is achieved if a
student achieves all of the following at grade 5 or above:






English
Mathematics
Two science subjects (for example double award combined science or any combination
of physics, chemistry, biology and computer science)
History or geography
A modern foreign language

Whilst it is rare for employers and educational establishments to insist on the Ebacc as an
entrance requirement, we do know that the subjects listed are highly valued, both in industry
and in universities and colleges.
What is the Level 2 Higher Project Qualification (HPQ)?
The Level 2 Higher Project is an exciting opportunity to develop your research, organisation
and presentation skills while spending time on an area of personal interest or activity outside
your normal studies. It will be made available to students who wish to apply for a place during
Year 10, and teaching sessions will take place at the end of the school day. Places will be
limited, and we will ask students to make applications to take part. It will be based on a topic
chosen by you with the help of your teacher. As part of the project you will:






choose an area of interest
draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the centre
plan, research and carry out the project
deliver a presentation to a non-specialist audience
provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment.
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The qualification provides excellent preparation for both the Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ) in the sixth form and for higher education study. Through your work on the
HPQ, you will learn to:







identify, design and complete an individual project, applying a range of organisational
skills and strategies to meet agreed objectives
obtain, critically select and use information from a range of sources
analyse data, apply it relevantly and demonstrate understanding of any appropriate
linkages, connections and complexities of the topic
select and use a range of skills, solve problems, take decisions critically, creatively and
flexibly, to achieve planned outcomes
evaluate outcomes both in relation to agreed objectives and your own learning and
performance
Select and use a range of communication skills and media to present evidenced
outcomes and conclusions in an appropriate format

How have GCSE grades changed?
All GCSEs in England have now switched from alphabetical to number grading. The table
below shows the equivalences of the old letter grades and the new numerical scores. Further
information can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/626681/G
CSE_Factsheet_parentFormatted1.pdf
An approximation of the equivalence of grades is shown below:
Old Letter Grade

New Number Grade

A*

8 and 9 (where 9 shows the highest performance)

A

7

High B

6

High C and Low B

5

Low C

4

D

3

E

2

F and G

1
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A grade 4 is called a ‘standard’ pass and is usually the minimum which will be
considered for progression to level 3 courses such as A Levels and BTECs in post 16 education.
A grade 5 is defined as a ‘strong’ pass and is the expected standard for Year 11 students in
England.

How have GCSE courses changed?
The new GCSE courses are examined only at the end of the course, normally the summer of
Year 11. Coursework has been vastly reduced, and in many cases removed completely from
courses, but this varies from subject to subject as detailed in this booklet.

Who can I speak to for more advice?
We recommend that you talk to:
· Your subject teachers
· Your tutor
· The Independent Careers Adviser
Further information and support with subject options and choices is offered through
our careers team in the Careers Hub; open Monday to Thursday from 8.45am to 3.05pm.
After school appointments are also available. Mrs A Millard, our Careers Coordinator, can be
contacted using amillard@wellswayschool.com.
Students can either drop-in during their break or lunchtime for quick questions or book a 20
minute careers meeting with the Independent Careers Adviser; both drop-in sessions and 20
minute appointments need to be pre-booked this year via Mrs A Millard.
If you are planning to apply to a specific apprenticeship, training scheme or university course
at a later stage, it is worth researching entry requirements. As well as contacting
organisations directly, look for advice published on their websites or from other agencies (for
universities go to https://www.ucas.com/ and for apprenticeships:
https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships).
Other useful websites for further careers information, advice and research specific to year 9
are - https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/your-choices-at-14 and you can also set up
your own Pathways personal account, linked to Wellsway School, to store any careers
information; https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/.

What are VCERTS, Cambridge Nationals, BTECs and other vocational qualifications?
These courses are equivalent in value to GCSE, but are designed to be vocational and as such
aimed at preparation for the workplace. They include both examined elements and the
6
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production of portfolios of continuously assessed project work. Unlike GCSEs, the
internally assessed projects in vocational courses account for the majority of the assessed
grade. We recommend that all students should consider one or more vocational courses
alongside their GCSE studies.

Inclusion
Some students will benefit from a more personalised route through KS4 with opportunity
for additional support with their studies. The Inclusion Team will contact your directly to
discuss the pathway we recommend.

Our Study Pathways Summarised
Our subject choice pathways have been designed to give you the maximum chance of
successful progression into post-16 education and training, then into employment in the
future. In devising these pathways, we have taken advice into account from universities,
employers and the government.
We have written to you to recommend that you select from one of the two Wellsway pathways
described below. We have chosen this pathway on the basis of what we know about your
strengths and your potential for future achievement. Some students will already have
submitted an application for IKB academy.

English Baccalaureate Pathway
This is a pathway which is suited to students who want to progress onto A Level study at Sixth
Form (also known as level 3 study) post-16. It also offers excellent opportunities for college or
work based training, including apprenticeships. In addition to the core examined offer of
English, mathematics and science, students will opt to study one language and one humanities
subject (from geography or history). Students then have a free choice of two subjects, plus a
reserve, from the ‘open choice’ column shown in the table below. The pathway contains the
recommended mix of subjects suggested by Russell Group Universities and will also see
students reach the English Baccalaureate standard.

Academic Pathway
This is a pathway which is suited to students who also want to progress onto further study post16, but may not wish to pursue the study of a modern foreign language. Like the English
Baccalaureate Pathway, it is suitable preparation for the sixth form, other post-16 colleges or
work-based training. In addition to core subject study, students will choose either history or
geography. Students then have a free choice of three subjects, plus a reserve, from the
7
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remaining subjects in the ‘open choice’ column shown in the table below. This
pathway will open up study possibilities at Sixth Form which will then lead to high quality
university applications or onto employment following successful Sixth Form study. If students
decide to choose French as their subject in Block 2, they will be eligible for the English
Baccalaureate standard.

IKB Academy
As an IKB student, you will have an interest and enthusiasm for one or more of our specialist
areas of: science, technology, engineering, mathematics (STEM). The STEM curriculum is
focussed on delivering pathways into further study (university and college degrees) or
apprenticeships in areas such as architecture and the built environment, design engineering,
digital engineering, science and medicine.
The core curriculum is English GCSE (language and literature), mathematics GCSE, separate
science GCSEs (biology, chemistry and physics), PSHE (including citizenship) and core PE. In
addition, students choose three option subjects and take part in work placements that relate
to and support their studies. Students also develop employability and study skills that will
support their future careers and education. Lessons are delivered in new purpose built
laboratories and workshops in the IKB building. Students who are interested in applying for a
place at IKB Academy are encouraged to complete the online application form, located on their
website Admissions / IKB Academy. This will then prompt communication between the academy
and parents, looking towards a transition to IKB Academy in September 2021.
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Pathway Summary
We have two Wellsway pathways, plus the IKB Academy.
All will provide a route to post-16 study and then to university, training or employment.

English Baccalaureate Academic Route
Details of how to apply will be made available in January 2021
Core Offer




English Language and English Literature
Mathematics
Combined or separate sciences (to be advised
by the science curriculum team)
Humanities
Languages Open Choice




Core PE
PSHE

Choose one
GCSE from:

Choose

Choose two subjects plus a reserve from the following list and we will
endeavour to allocate your top two :

History or
Geography

French

Art and Design (Fine Art) GCSE*
Business – GCSE *
Business – NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise *
Child Development – BTEC level 2
Computer Science - GCSE
Creative Technology – 3D Design - GCSE *
Dance – GCSE
Drama – GCSE*
Food Preparation and Nutrition – GCSE
Geography – GCSE
History - GCSE
Music – GCSE
Psychology - GCSE
Physical Education – GCSE*
Physical Education – NCFE Level 2 Certificate in Health & Fitness*
Product Design GCSE*
Religious Studies - GCSE
Textiles – GCSE*

*Please note that the following subjects cannot be taken in combination (i.e. only one of the two
may be chosen):
1. Art and Design with Creative Technology
2. Product Design with Textiles
3. Business with Business and Enterprise
4. Physical Education with Physical Education with Health and Fitness
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Academic Route
Details of how to apply will be made available in January 2021
Core Offer




English Language and English Literature
Mathematics
Combined or separate sciences (to be advised by the science
curriculum team)
Humanities
Open Choice

Choose one
GCSE from:
History or
Geography

 Core PE
 PSHE

Choose three subjects in no preference order plus one reserve subject from the
following:
Art and Design (Fine Art) GCSE*
Business – GCSE *
Business – NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise *
Child Development – BTEC level 2
Computer Science - GCSE
Creative Technology – 3D Design – GCSE*
Dance - GCSE
Drama – GCSE*
Food Preparation and Nutrition – GCSE
French - GCSE
Geography – GCSE
History - GCSE
Music – GCSE
Psychology - GCSE
Physical Education – GCSE*
Physical Education – NCFE Level 2 Certificate in Health & Fitness*
Product Design GCSE*
Religious Studies - GCSE
Textiles – GCSE*
We will attempt to allocate your top three preferences from this list.

*Please note that the following subjects cannot be taken in combination (i.e. only one of the two
may be chosen):
1. Art and Design with Creative Technology
2. Product Design with Textiles
3. Business with Business and Enterprise
4. Physical Education with Physical Education with Health and Fitness
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Core Subjects






English
Mathematics
Science
Physical Education - Core
PSHE
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English Language and English Literature GCSE
All students will complete courses in both English Language and English Literature. These
courses will be studied with the AQA exam board.

Why Study English?
English is invaluable for your future; a good command of the spoken and written word will
help you every day – and benefit all your other GCSEs too. Whatever you end up doing,
English is a must have subject for college, university, work and life!
Studying both English Language and English Literature will help you to:
• work independently
• be creative
• think critically
• communicate your ideas with confidence

What do you study? - GCSE English Language
The course allows learners to:
 Read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th
and 21st centuries, including literary fiction and literary non-fiction.
 Read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts.
 Summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts.
 Use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing.
 Write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately.
 Use grammar correctly, and punctuate and spell accurately.
 Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of
grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken
language.
 Listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English effectively.
Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further
their awareness of the ways in which English can be used.

What do you study? - GCSE English Literature
The syllabus aims to encourage and develop candidates’ ability to:


Read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and
make connections across reading material.
12
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Read in depth, critically and evaluatively, to discuss and explain
understanding and ideas.
Develop the habit of reading widely and often.
Appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage.
Write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard
English.
Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other
literary and linguistic terms needed to criticise and analyse.

Significant differences from KS3?
Both the skills and the literature taught during KS3 provide students with a solid foundation
to their study in Years 10 and 11. There will, however, be a significant increase in demand
and expectation in Year 10 and students will have the opportunity for more independent and
autonomous work.

How is the course assessed? - English Language
There is no coursework.
2 external examinations covering:



Writing - 50% (including 20% overall for spelling, punctuation and grammar)
Reading – 50% - The texts will come from across the 19th/20th/21st centuries

In addition, all students will be assessed for Speaking and Listening. This will be assessed
separately from GCSE English Language.

How is the course assessed? - English Literature
There is no coursework.
2 external examinations covering:






Shakespeare
Pre-twentieth Century Novel
Modern text – Prose/Drama
Range of poetry from 1789 to present day
Comparison of 2 unseen poems
13
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What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
A Level/Level 3:
English Language; English Literature; Media; Film Studies; Creative Writing; Extended Project
Beyond A Level:
Apart from all English degrees, English Language and Literature GCSE (aside from Language
being a passport qualification), are highly desirable and relevant to careers and courses
involving highly skilful levels of communication such as law, PR, the media, education, politics,
management, publishing and advertising.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Miss S. Brooks
Exam Board Link:
Please note these are the most current syllabuses on the site and could change:
English Language http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
English Literature http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
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Mathematics GCSE
What do you study?
The Linear GCSE course requires students to:





Develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts,
including:
o Number and ratio
o Algebra
o Geometry and Measures
o Statistics and Probability
Students must use their knowledge and understanding to make connections between
mathematical concepts
They will be expected to apply the functional elements of mathematics in everyday and
real-life situations.

Significant differences from KS3?
Maths is compulsory across KS3 and KS4. We believe, to be successful at the end of KS4, one
must think of the course as a five year journey. Topics are delivered progressively across time
and students gain skills, understanding and confidence throughout the course. In KS3, students
have a real opportunity to explore maths for fun, dispel misconceptions and to build solid
foundations on which to build the GCSE qualification on.

Why study maths?
This qualification in mathematics encourages students to develop confidence in, and a positive
attitude towards, mathematics and to recognise the importance of mathematics in their own
lives and to society. This qualification prepares students to make informed decisions about the
use of technology, the management of money, further learning opportunities and career
choices.
The linear GCSE course requires students to:





Acquire and use problem-solving strategies
Select and apply mathematical techniques and methods in mathematical, every day and
real-world situations
Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions
Interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate
to the information and context.
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How is the course assessed?
The GCSE is a linear course and is assessed by three exam papers at the end of the course.
The papers are assessed at two different tiers: Higher and Foundation.

Overview of assessment:









Three written papers: each contributes 1/3 of the final grade
Tiered papers
o Foundation Tier: grades 1 to 5
o Higher Tier: grades 3 to 9
1 hour 30 minutes (Foundation and Higher papers)
80 marks on each paper
Paper 1F and 1H: Non- calculator
Paper 2F and 2H: Calculator
Paper 3F and 3H: Calculator

Quality of written communication
Students will continue to be assessed on their ability to:




Write legibly, with accurate use of spelling, grammar and punctuation in order to make
the meaning clear
Select and use a form and style of writing appropriate to purpose and to complex subject
matter
Organise relevant information clearly and coherently, using specialist vocabulary where
appropriate.

Stretch and challenge
Students can be stretched and challenged in assessments through the use of different
assessment strategies, for example:





Using a variety of stems in questions – Explain, Find, Calculate, Compare, Prove
Ensuring connectivity between parts of questions
Use of wider range of question types to address different skills
Students are challenged by the content, skills and knowledge defined in each unit of the
specification.
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What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Students who gain a grade 4 or above will have the opportunity to study Core Maths in the sixth
form.
Students who study the GCSE course at higher tier and gain a grade 6 or above will have the
opportunity to study mathematics at A Level.
Students who study the GCSE course at higher tier and gain a grade 7 or above will have the
opportunity to study further mathematics at A Level.

Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Mrs C Mitchell

Exam Board Link:
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gcse/gcse10/maths/maths-a/Pages/default.aspx
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Combined Science GCSE
What do you study?
Combined science allows students to obtain 2 GCSE grades. Throughout the course, students
study a broad range of topics under the heading of biology, chemistry and physics. The AQA
topics covered throughout the course are outlined in the table below.
Biology
Unit 1 – cell biology

Paper 1

Unit 2 – organisation
Unit 3 – infection &
response
Unit 4 – bioenergetics

Chemistry
Unit 1 – atomic structure &
the periodic table
Unit 2 – bonding, structure
& the properties of matter
Unit 3 – quantitative
chemistry
Unit 4 – chemical changes

Physics
Unit 1 – energy
Unit 2 – electricity
Unit 3 – particle model of
matter
Unit 4 – atomic structure

Paper 2

Unit 5 – energy changes
Unit 5 – homeostasis &
response
Unit 6 – inheritance,
variation & evolution
Unit 7 – ecology

Unit 6 – the rate & extent of
chemical change
Unit 7 – organic chemistry

Unit 5 – forces

Unit 8 – chemical analysis

Unit 7 – magnetism &
electromagnetism

Unit 6 – waves

Unit 9 – chemistry of the
atmosphere
Unit 10 – using resources

This is a reformed GCSE course. As such, there is much greater rigour and demand placed on
students. For example, in relation to the new chemistry content, much of this has been moved
from the A Level syllabus and added to GCSE. As a result, the new GCSE combined science
course is a more suitable course for most students. Importantly, completing this course will
fully prepare students for all science A Level courses and beyond.

Significant differences from KS3?
You will have two science teachers and you will study biology, chemistry and physics topics in
rotation. Throughout, there will be a greater demand to build on knowledge and experiences
from the whole course, including work completed during KS3.
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Why study combined science?
Our world is constantly changing and evolving. There have been positive changes, like the
web, which has revolutionised the way information is stored and accessed. But there have
also been negative changes. We have been making huge demands on the planet’s resources
and the environment and now we need to find new solutions for almost everything humans
do, from fuel production to waste disposal. Studying science will prepare you for a job that
will put you in the driving seat; giving you the skills and knowledge to improve the world
around us and even the future of the planet.

How is the course assessed?
As with most new GCSE courses, combined science is terminally assessed and there is no
coursework. In total, students sit 6 papers for combined science. Each paper is 75 minutes
long and there are two papers for each subject: biology, chemistry and physics.
Combined science can be sat at both higher and foundation tier, but all papers must be sat at
the same tier.

What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Students taking combined science are able to progress on to A Levels in biology, chemistry
and physics.

Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Miss Bassett

Exam board link:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
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Separate Science GCSE
What do you study?
Separate science allows students to obtain 3 GCSE grades. An individual grade is reported for
each of biology, chemistry and physics. The AQA topics covered throughout the course are
outlined in the table below.
Biology
Unit 1 – cell biology

Paper 1

Unit 2 – organisation
Unit 3 – infection &
response
Unit 4 – bioenergetics

Chemistry
Unit 1 – atomic structure &
the periodic table
Unit 2 – bonding, structure
& the properties of matter
Unit 3 – quantitative
chemistry
Unit 4 – chemical changes

Physics
Unit 1 – energy
Unit 2 – electricity
Unit 3 – particle model of
matter
Unit 4 – atomic structure

Paper 2

Unit 5 – energy changes
Unit 5 – homeostasis &
response
Unit 6 – inheritance,
variation & evolution
Unit 7 – ecology

Unit 6 – the rate & extent of
chemical change
Unit 7 – organic chemistry

Unit 5 – forces

Unit 8 – chemical analysis

Unit 7 – magnetism &
electromagnetism
Unit 8 – Space physics

Unit 9 – chemistry of the
atmosphere
Unit 10 – using resources

Unit 6 – waves

This is a reformed GCSE course. The key difference to note between combined and separate
science is that now there is less disparity in the depth of content, but for separate science
there is more content. Therefore, for most students it may be more suitable to undertake
combined science as the greater volume of content in separate science has to be covered at
an accelerated pace. Both combined and separate science courses will follow a similar
pathway until the end of year 10. This will allow for an informed decision to be made in
relation to the best route for students to undertake as they start year 11.

Significant differences from KS3?
Students will have three science teachers and will study biology, chemistry and physics.
Throughout, there will be a greater demand to build on knowledge and experiences from the
whole course, including work completed during KS3.
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Why study separate science?
Our world is constantly changing and evolving. There have been positive changes, like the
web, which has revolutionised the way information is stored and accessed. But there have
also been negative changes. We have been making huge demands on the planet’s resources
and the environment and now we need to find new solutions for almost everything humans
do, from fuel production to waste disposal. Studying science will prepare you for a job that
will put you in the driving seat; giving you the skills and knowledge to improve the world
around us and even the future of the planet.

How is the course assessed?
As with most new GCSE courses, separate science is terminally assessed and there is no
coursework. In total, students sit 6 papers for separate science. Each paper is 105 minutes
long and there are two papers for each subject: biology, chemistry and physics.
Both higher and foundation tiers are available for separate science, but the same tier must
be sat for one GCSE, i.e. all papers for biology could be foundation, and all papers for
chemistry could be higher.

What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Students taking either combined, or separate science, are able to progress on to A levels in
biology, chemistry and physics.

Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Miss Bassett

Exam board links:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463
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Physical Education – For All Students (non-examined)
All students in Key Stage 4 will have Core Physical Education lessons on their timetable.
Although this is not a formal assessment subject, your Personal, Social and Health and
Fitness qualities will be assessed and this subject provides an opportunity for all students
to incorporate physical activity into their education.
Students will follow a multi-activity programme which includes the following activities:
Rugby, football, hockey, dance, basketball, netball, health and fitness, rounders/softball,
athletics and badminton in our excellent PE facilities.
Students will also have the opportunity to represent the school in a number of extra-curricular
activities and teams including netball, rugby, hockey, football, cricket, athletics, badminton,
tennis and many more. We also run termly inter-house competitions where students can
participate for their house in a range of activities throughout the year.

22
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Personal, Social, Health & Education
Even though you do not take a GCSE in PSHE, what you will learn about is some of the most
important information you will access whilst at school. It will prepare you for dealing with the
challenges of adult life and help you to be the very best you can be in every way.
The PSHE programme is divided into 3 separate areas and you will cover elements of all 3
throughout the course. The PSHE curriculum is delivered via tutor time, assemblies and also
days where the timetable in collapsed for certain topics.

Health & Well Being
As you prepare for the demands of KS4, KS5 and adulthood, it is essential that you look after
your physical, mental and social health. We will be supporting you by covering issues such as
mental health, self-harm, substance misuse and dealing with stress, anxiety & depression.

Relationships
As you go through puberty and begin to experience new types of relationships, we help to
prepare you to deal with new experiences and to recognise the importance of positive
relationships. We cover issues such as rape awareness, child sexual exploitation, parenting
skills, sexualisation, responsibilities within an intimate relationship, domestic abuse and
pornography.

Living in the Wider World
In an ever changing world where there are numerous challenges for young people to deal
with as they approach adulthood, we try to support you in a variety of ways in order to give
you every opportunity to be the very best you can be. We cover some of the following issues:
personal finance, extremism & radicalisation, E Safety, introduction to employability skills,
writing a curriculum vitae & letter of application and preparation for interviews.
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Subjects that can be
chosen….
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Art & Design (Fine Art) - GCSE
What do you study?
GCSE Art and Design will prepare students to participate confidently in an increasingly visual
world. Students will develop knowledge of visual culture by exploring different art
movements and cultures, whilst developing an independent portfolio of work which develops
self-expression. Students are introduced to a variety of techniques and processes such as
painting, sculpture, photography, drawing, installation, animation, printmaking, graphic
design, mixed media and illustration.
Significant differences from KS3?
Students have the opportunity to work more independently to develop their knowledge,
understanding and skills and will develop a portfolio of work that develops self-expression.
Students will experience a broader range of specialist techniques and materials in more
depth.
Why study art?
If you enjoy being creative, want to increase your practical skills and improve your
analytical, observational, communication and research abilities, Art is a great choice. The
skills you gain make it a great complement to other subjects as well as the prospect of a
variety of exciting career path ways such as animation, graphic design, interior design,
illustration, photography and architecture.
How is the course assessed?
This is a coursework-based subject, students create the evidence upon which they are
assessed over a two-year period.



Component 1 – Portfolio (60% of GCSE)
Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment (40% of GCSE)

The examination takes place at the end of the course and takes the form of a ten hours
unaided focused study. It forms the conclusion of Component 2.
Stretch and challenge
Students are encouraged to research independently to develop their ideas at galleries,
museums, exhibitions, installations and in the world outside of school, to gain real life experience
of how skills can be applied and are used within the work place.
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What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Art and Design is an access route to A Levels in art, design, graphic design, photography,
fashion, textiles and all arts related level 3 courses.
It can lead to careers in architecture, interior design, web design, new media design, special
effects, animation, fashion, product design, film and television set design, theatre and
costume design, landscape and garden design, urban planner, art director, illustrator,
graphic design, teaching, printmaking, museum and art gallery curator. The possibilities are
endless.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Miss S. Wilton
Exam Board link
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
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Business - GCSE

What do you study?
The AQA GCSE Course studies the skills and techniques needed to manage a business.
Some of the concepts studied include:





Finance – using budgets, improving cash flow and profits.
People – recruitment, selection, training and motivation.
Operations Management – operational decisions, quality, customer service, suppliers,
technology.
Marketing – designing and using an effective marketing mix including advertising and
promotions, adapting to changes in market conditions and competitiveness.

Why study business and enterprise?
This course provides an academically rigorous introduction to the wide range of theories,
concepts, tools and techniques that have been developed to manage business. Knowledge and
understanding of these concepts helps you play a more effective role in any career, whether in a
private business, the public sector or as an entrepreneur. This GCSE introduces you to a wide
range of subjects from Law to Accounting to Psychology - topics which you can choose to take
further either at A Level or eventually as a degree.
How is the course assessed?
Paper 1: Influences of operations and HRM on business activity
This looks at the issues faced by entrepreneurs managing ‘operations’: the various ways a
company can make and/ or deliver the things it sells; and Human Resources: how to get the best
out of the staff you employ.
Paper 2: Influences of marketing and finance on business activity
This paper looks at the art and science of marketing: understanding what to sell, who to sell it to
and how to attract people to buy your product. This paper also looks at finance, the job of an
accountant in planning how to fund a business and how to manage the money that flows in and
out of the business.
Both of these papers are written exams with 90 marks taking 1:45hours. There is no coursework
option. Each exam has:



Multiple choice questions and short answer questions worth 20 marks.
2 ‘case studies’ of businesses. You read the information provided, analyse their
problems and advise them on a way forward by answering a series of short written
questions and 3 longer questions of up to a page of writing.
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What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
This course is an excellent grounding for students who may wish to take A Level Business or
Economics. Beyond this there is a huge range of business related courses from higher
apprenticeships through to degrees in business or one of its components such as accounting.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Mr Sinfield and Mrs Wharf
Exam Board Link:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse/business-8132

28

Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

Business - NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and
Enterprise

What do you study?
As an alternative to the Business GCSE, we offer a vocational course for students who want an
introduction to Business and Enterprise that includes a hands-on element, aiming to enthuse
and inspire learners about a career in Business and Enterprise. The course offered is the NCFE
VCERT Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise. This will appeal to learners who
wish to either set up their own business, move into employment or progress onto further study
and will introduce students to the skills and experience essential for success in the world of
work.
The main topics of study are:





Finance – using budgets, improving cash flow and profits.
People – recruitment, selection, training and motivation.
Operations Management – operational decisions, quality, customer service, suppliers,
technology.
Marketing – designing and using an effective marketing mix including advertising and
promotions, adapting to changes in market conditions and competitiveness.

Why Study Business?
A vocational course in Business not only introduces business theory, concepts and
techniques, but also gives students the opportunity to experience how these tools are used
in practice. Students gain the knowledge, transferable skills and tools to enhance their
employability when they leave education, contributing to their personal development and
future economic well-being.
How is the course assessed?
To be awarded the NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise, students are
required to successfully complete two mandatory units;
Unit 01 – Introduction to Business and Enterprise
This unit is externally assessed through a written examination and carries 40% of the marks for
the course. The exam will feature questions on entrepreneurship and business ownership,
marketing, business operations, and both internal and external influences on businesses.
Unit 02 – Understanding Resources for Business and Enterprise Planning
This unit is internally assessed through an individual project where students are required to
develop and plan their own business idea. This project carries 60% of the marks for the course
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and covers how businesses plan for growth and development, human resource
requirements, sources of finance and how to produce a business plan.

What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
This more practical approach to studying the world of business is an excellent grounding for
students who may wish to take Business A Level, or Economics in the Sixth Form. In addition
the qualification provides knowledge, understanding and insight into the demands of the
workplace, preparing students for a life beyond school.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Mr Sinfield and Mrs Wharf
Exam Board Link:
https://www.qualhub.co.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-12-technicalaward-in-business-and-enterprise-4594
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Child Development – BTEC Level 2
What do you study?
Child Development is an interesting new course about the learning, development and care
of children from birth to five years. This includes how children learn through play, how to
support children with additional needs and how to adapt activities to promote their
development.

Why study BTEC Level 2 Child Development?
In the UK, there are approximately 2 million childcare places for children under the age of
five; and many different types of early years settings, ranging from childminders and
nannies to nurseries, crèches and preschools. Child development is an important
qualification for working in an early years setting.
Knowledge of child development is also important in a variety of occupations outside of
childcare, for example, in healthcare roles such as paediatricians, psychologists,
occupational therapists, and speech and language therapists.

How is the course assessed?
The BTEC is made of three units called Component 1, 2 and 3. Components 1 and 2 are
assessed through coursework, completed in class and at home. Each piece of coursework
makes up 30% of the final grade. Component 3 is assessed with an exam in Year 11. This
contributes 40% of the final grade.

What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Learners achieving Level 2 could study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC Level 3
National in Children’s Care, Learning and Development or a vocational qualification in a related
sector such as a BTEC Level 3 National in Health and Social Care.
These qualifications prepare learners to enter employment or apprenticeships or study a degree in
the early childhood or in related sectors such as nursing and social care.
Learners achieving Level 1 might consider a technical qualification, such as the Pearson BTEC Level 2
Technical Diploma in Children’s Play, Learning and Development (Early Years Assistant) leading to
employment in the early years sector.
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Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Ms Cooper
Exam board link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/childdevelopment.html

32

Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

Computer Science - GCSE

What do you study?
Computer Science encourages learners to:







think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science,
including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation
analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such
problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs
understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate
with one another and with other systems
understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society
apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science.

Significant differences from KS3?
The GCSE course offers more practical experiences of programming and theoretical knowledge
of Computer System and Networking capabilities. Students will study Python programming at
GCSE.
Why Study Computer Science?
This specification/qualification will enable learners to develop:



valuable thinking and programming skills that are vital in the modern workplace
a deep understanding of computational thinking and how to apply it through a chosen
programming language.

How is the course assessed?
Two papers, one focusing on the theory of Computer Science and one with a focus on
programming and algorithms. Both papers have identical weighting and mark allocations.
Unit 1 – Computer Systems (50%– Written Paper)
The exam, taken at the end of Year 11, covers the theory of systems architecture, memory and
storage, computer networks, connections and protocols, network security, systems software,
ethical, legal, cultural and environmental impacts of digital technology.
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Unit 2 – Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (50% – Written
Paper)
The exam, taken at the end of Year 11, covers the theory of algorithms, programming
fundamentals, producing robust programs, boolean logic, programming languages and
Integrated Development Environments.
Programming task
Using a suitable programming language all students are given the opportunity to undertake a
programming task or tasks during their course of study, focusing on programming techniques,
analysis, design, development and testing, and evaluation.
What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
At Wellsway, students can progress onto the OCR A Level in Computer Science as excellent
preparation for further study at university. Either route may then lead on to IT or computing
options at university or Higher Level Apprenticeships.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Mr F Ward
Exam Board Link:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
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Creative Tech 3D Design - GCSE
What do you study?
Students will develop their creative ideas and skills whilst experiencing a wide range of
different products in design, art media techniques and materials. In Creative Tech 3D Design
this may involve working in one or more of the following areas:


Architectural design



sculpture



ceramics



Product design



Jewellery and body adornment



Interior design



Environmental/landscape/garden design



Exhibition design



3D digital design



Designs for theatre, film and television.

Being able to work in three dimensions and being open to new ideas is essential in this
course.
Significant differences from KS3?
Students have the opportunity to work more independently to develop their knowledge,
understanding and skills to make personal choices about how they create their own original
three dimensional art work within a structured and supportive framework.
The most significant difference from KS3 is that students will be experience a broader range
of specialist techniques and materials, and will then be encouraged to apply them
independently to pursue their areas/subjects of interest.
Why study Three Dimensional Art and Design?
The world needs innovators! Creative Tech 3D Design GCSE is the foundation subject for
developing the key skills that are required in the broadest scope of possible creative future
career pathways, even some that probably do not exist yet.
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If you are interested in deciding what the future will look like and how we will
interact with it, then this is the subject for you.
The research methods used to investigate Creative Tech 3D Design includes different
cultures and contexts, and the skills learnt to apply your knowledge to develop new and
original creative ideas which provide invaluable transferrable life skills for all future career
pathways.
How is the course assessed?
This is a coursework-based subject, where students create the evidence upon which they are
assessed over a two-year period.
 Component 1 – Portfolio (60% of GCSE)
 Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment (40% of GCSE)
The examination takes place at the end of the course and takes the form of a ten hour unaided
focused study. It forms the conclusion of Component 2.
Work is assessed through verbal and formal written feedback, peer assessment and selfreflection. Students are able to act on feedback throughout the course to further refine and
develop their work as their ideas and skills progress.
Stretch and challenge
Students are encouraged to research independently to develop their ideas at galleries,
museums, exhibitions, installations and in the world outside of school, to gain real life experience
of how skills can be applied and are used within the work place.
What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Creative Tech 3D Design is an access route to A Levels in Art, Design Technology, Graphic
Design, Photography, Fashion, Textiles and all Arts related level 3 courses.
It can lead to careers in architecture, interior design, web design, new media design, special
effects, animation, fashion, product design, film and television set design, theatre and
costume design, landscape and garden design, urban planner, art director, illustrator,
graphic design, teaching, printmaking, art therapist, museum and art gallery curator. The
possibilities are endless.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Miss S Wilton
Exam Board link
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
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Dance – GCSE
GCSE Dance follows the AQA syllabus and is the perfect course for students who love to
create dances, perform and watch other people dance. Above all you will find that by
studying dance you will improve your creative skills as well as your physical skills- that’s
what makes dance unique.
What do you study?
Component 1 Performance and Choreography


Solo Performance: You will learn set phrases of movement from professional dance
works and will develop these to perform a solo dance lasting between 1 minute and
1 minute 30 seconds. This is worth 10% of your final mark.
 Performance in a Duet/Trio: You will perform in a dance in either a duet or trio
choreographed by yourself, your peers and your teacher. This is worth 20% of your
final mark.
 Choreography: You will create a solo or group dance based on a stimulus provided by
the exam board. This is worth 30% of your final mark
Component 2: Dance Appreciation




You will undertake a written exam paper at the end of the GCSE Dance course in
which you will be assessed on your appreciation and critical analysis of your own
work and professional dance work studied on DVD.
You will study six professional works, of a range of different styles and
choreographers, during the exam you will be asked questions that critically analyse
these pieces of choreography.
The examination will last for 1 hour and 30 minutes and is worth 40% of your final
mark.

Significant differences from KS3?
Dance is a new subject in Key Stage 4 at Wellsway, but will build on the performance skills you
have developed in subjects such as PE and drama. It will also build on the creative work you
have experienced in music and drama.
Why study Dance?
Students studying GCSE Dance are able to develop practical dance skills such as alignment,
flexibility, musicality and expression. It is also an excellent course for helping you to develop
and enhance skills in team work, confidence, self-esteem, problem solving and obviously
promoting fitness and well-being.
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How is the course assessed?



In component 1, the marks for performance are combined and are worth 30% of
your final mark. The marks for choreography are also combined to give an additional
30%.
The exam in component 2 is worth the remaining 40% of the mark.

What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Students who have studied Dance GCSE are well prepared for A Level or Level 3 vocational
qualifications in dance, physical education, sport and leisure, health and fitness and performing
arts.
Who are the teachers responsible for the course?
Miss J Randall and Miss J Gwilliam
Exam Board Link:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236
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Drama – GCSE

What do you study?
Component One 40% – Devising Theatre- Students will study a theatre practitioner and be given
various stimulus from the exam board. From this they will have to create a devised piece of drama.
Assessment is through performance and a portfolio of work that can be presented in
handwritten/typed or verbally recorded form that records the process from initial ideas through
rehearsal to final performance. The unit is internally assessed by a visiting examiner on either
performance or design.
Component Two 20% – Performing from a Text- performance or design (Costume, Lighting, Set
or Sound) of two extracts from a complete text, previous texts studied “Lord of the Flies”,
“Bouncers” and “Blood Brothers”. The unit is externally assessed by a visiting examiner on either
performance or design.
Component Three 40% – Interpreting Theatre- 1 hour 30 minutes written examination.
Section A: Set Text – short and extended responses based on an extract that is given in the
examination from a whole play text that you will practically explore throughout the course. We
currently study ‘War Horse’.
Section B: Live Theatre Review - one question evaluating a piece of live theatre that we will go to
see as a group. ‘Billy Elliott’ is this current year’s chosen production.
Significant differences from KS3?
There is continuity that runs from KS3 to KS4, but the material is more challenging. There is a
greater expectation of commitment, ownership and focus in the exploration of extended projects
that will ask you to reflect on your own work and that of others through oral and written
evaluation. Students will be expected to commit to extra-curricular rehearsal. You will be working
with well-motivated students who have chosen the course.
Why Study Drama?
The GCSE course is not about preparing you to become an actor, although it does this as well. The
course is about developing a set of core skills that are enormously applicable to other subjects
and the world of professional work. As the course is primarily about exploration there is a great
focus on the skills of working within a group. Drama encourages a different way of learning that
focusses on self-reflection, evaluation, ownership of the work and a shared responsibility for its
creation.
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What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
GCSE Drama directly links in with the following areas at A Level and beyond: theatre studies,
performance studies, drama school, acting, stage design, technical, lighting, sound, costume,
make-up, theatre in education, drama therapy, journalism, film studies, directing, creative writing,
and theatre production. It also develops the transferrable skills that are relevant to nursing,
counselling, teaching, law, and hospitality as well as sales and marketing.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Miss R Coles
Exam Board Link:
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/drama-and-theatre/gcse/
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Food Preparation and Nutrition – GCSE

What do you study?
This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which
focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of
nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart,
this qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a strong
understanding of nutrition.
Significant differences from KS3?
The course will follow a very similar route that pupils are familiar with from KS3 food
technology. Students will cook a range of different dishes that will develop their knowledge
of processes, functions, flavours and presentational skills. They will also carry out a range of
experiments and investigations to help them understand the function and properties of
ingredients.
Why study food preparation and nutrition GCSE?
This subject is ideal for anyone who has a passion for preparing cooking and eating food.
This will also provide support for those who are looking to study physical education or
health and social care, as the unit will cross over many of the nutritional aspects required in
both courses. There will be plenty of opportunities for cooking throughout the course and
also supporting in events for school including the year 6 open evening, Christmas concerts
and school productions alongside the school bake off and the parent teachers association
fund raising events.
How is the course assessed?
The course is based around 5 key sections: food, nutrition and health; food science; food
safety; food choice and food provenance. These will be then be assessed through two pieces
of written course work and one exam in year eleven. The first piece of course work focusses
on pupils’ knowledge skills and understanding of preparing, cooking and presenting food
designed to fit a specific task. Students will create 3 dishes that fit the task title and will cook
in assessed conditions and marks awarded for both planning, evaluating and the actual
cooking of the 3 dishes. This is worth roughly 30% of the overall GCSE grade.
The second piece is a food investigation, looking at the characteristics of ingredients. This is
similar to some of the experiments you would have done in KS3, but in more depth. This will
be worth roughly 20% of your GCSE and will form the basis of a written report.
The exam will be sat at the end of Year 11 and is worth the final 50% of the GCSE. This will
focus on the 5 key areas mentioned above. Consisting of multiple choice questions, short
questions and some extended writing questions.
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What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
This course would provide an excellent knowledge base for studying BTEC level two or three
in hospitality and would also be beneficial in helping you move into an apprenticeship in
hospitality and catering. These courses are offered at both Bath and Bristol colleges. The
level 3 qualification (A-level equivalent) in food science and nutrition that follows on from
this course that is offered at Wellsway. There are many undergraduate degrees that include
nutrition; BSC nutrition, sport and exercise nutrition, nutrition and sports science, food
quality, safety and nutrition and food science to name but a few.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Mr Bye
Exam board link:
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/food-preparation-and-nutrition/
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French - GCSE

What do you study?
A GCSE in French covers a broad range of topics which will stand you in good stead for
future study or for leisure.
The three themes are:


Identity and culture







Local, national, international and global areas of interest







Topic 1: Me, my family and friends: Relationships with family and friends;
Marriage/partnership
Topic 2: Technology in everyday life: Social media; Mobile technology
Topic 3: Free-time activities: Music; Cinema and TV; Food and eating out; Sport
Topic 4: Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries/communities

Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region
Topic 2: Social issues: Charity/voluntary work; Healthy/unhealthy living
Topic 3: Global issues: The environment; Poverty/homelessness
Topic 4: Travel and tourism

Current and future study and employment





Topic 1: My studies
Topic 2: Life at school/college
Topic 3: Education post-16
Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions

Significant differences from KS3?
The content of the course will build on the skills and language learnt in KS3 whilst moving on
to new topics and to enhance your grammatical understanding.
Why Study French?
We welcome students of all abilities to the GCSE language. If you enjoy communicating with
other people, finding out how languages work and learning about different cultures, studying
GCSE French is an excellent choice for you. You will add an international dimension to your
choice of GCSE subjects, which is welcomed by many future employers and higher education
providers. You will also create greater opportunities for yourself to work abroad or for
companies in the UK with international links. A language at GCSE or even at A Level and
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university helps you stand out when applying for competititve courses,
apprenticeships or jobs.
There is evidence that learning a foreign language improves performance in students‘ other
academic studies and guards against dementia in later life.
Benefits of studying a Modern Foreign Language to GCSE (according to a report by CILT)
include: A better understanding of different cultures, improved self-confidence, enhanced
ability to build new relationships, improved literacy and reading skills, enhanced problemsolving, interpersonal and communication skills, increased employability.
How is the course assessed?
The four skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing are each worth 25% and examined
at the end of the course. Students will be entered for either foundation or higher tier for all
four skills.
What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
A level French is taught at Wellsway School.
A modern foreign language can be studied by itself at university or combined with another
subject, such as law or business & finance. Often a languages GCSE is sufficient to spend a
year of a university course studying or working abroad. A Level languages are seen as
facilitating subjects for Russell group university courses in a wide range of subjects.
Who are the teachers responsible for the course?:
Mrs Wharf
Exam Board Links:
French
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
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Geography – GCSE

What do you study?
Ever wondered why volcanoes erupt, why weather can be so destructive to people's homes
and how cities around the world are growing? GCSE Geography can help you to answer
these questions and many more. It will enable you to make sense of the world around you
at a truly unique time when global resources are at their lowest and the threats to
civilisation their highest. You will learn to ask questions that lead to important answers. You
will study and explore a range of contemporary human and physical topics which together
inspire a sense of wonder and awe about people and places, both at home and abroad. Are
you ready for the challenge? We do 2 days of fieldwork one based on data collection with a
focus on physical geography and the other day has a focus on human geography. Both days,
are carried out within the South West local region.
Significant differences from KS3?
The KS4 programme of study will build upon what is learnt at KS3, as well as introduce new
concepts and ideas in a range of contemporary topics.
Why Study Geography?
Choosing to study geography as one of your subjects could lead to an enormous variety of jobs
in architecture, cartography, landscape architecture, agriculture, environmental health, estate
management, nature conservation, banking, business, civil service, archaeology, law, publishing,
marketing, tourism, civil engineering, meteorology, mining, navigation, surveying and transport.
How is the course assessed?
There will be 3 exams all of which are sat at the end of Year 11
Exam Paper One:

1hr 30 mins

This will be a physical paper covering several topics which will include weather and climate
hazards and the living world
Exam Paper Two:

1hr 30 mins

This will be a human paper covering several topics which will include studying world cities,
global economic developments and resource management
Exam Paper Three:

1hr 15 mins

45

Developing confident, respectful and successful young people

This paper focuses on fieldwork where students will answer questions on 2
different fieldwork environments they have undertaken during the course. This paper will also
look more widely at the UK and its current issues.
What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Geography A Level links with sociology, business studies and environmental science to name a
few subjects. You can also progress to university to study geography at BA or BSc in fields such
as geology, hydrology, GIS, urban planning and many more routes.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Mrs E Hazell
Exam board link:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
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History – GCSE

What do you study?
History is a fascinating, enjoyable and accessible academic subject. As such, it offers students
the opportunity to succeed in a subject that is favoured by many employers and institutions of
higher education. The content of the course is varied focusing on key internal conflicts, events
and developments in History. The exam will consist of two papers. Topics will include: Germany
1890-1945 the study of democracy of dictatorship; conflict and tension focused on the inter-war
period 1918-1939; Britain Health and the people c.1000- present day and Elizabethan England c.
1568-1603.
Significant differences from KS3?
There is a natural progression in terms of skills and knowledge in history from KS3 to KS4.
Students will delve deeper into the social, and political issues from the 1300’s to the twentieth
century. Students will still continue to take part in a variety of learning activities such as group
work, debates and role play, whilst building on key literacy and essay writing skills.
Why Study History?
History develops skills such as analytical questioning, research, debating, creating coherent and
logical reports. People mastering these skills have a wide choice of careers to select from such
as the civil service, insurance, accountancy, medicine, marketing, journalism, teaching, law,
banking and many more!
How is the course assessed?
Paper One - 9 Questions - 1 hour 45 mins- 50%
Section A - Focuses on two key developments in a country's history over at least a 50 year period.
Germany 1890-1945.
Section B – Focuses on international conflict and tension 1918-1939.
Paper Two - 8 Questions - 1 hour 45 minutes - 50%
Section A – A thematic study based on Britain health and the people c.1000- today.
Section B - British depth study including the study of a historic environment based upon
Elizabethan England c.1568-1603.
Each paper will include extended answer and source questions.
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What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
History is a highly regarded and sought after subject for a variety of A Level and undergraduate
courses such as accountancy, law, teaching, international relations and journalism.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Mr J Whittle
Exam board link:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history
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Music – GCSE

What do you study?
This is a highly practical course which allows you to develop your understanding of music
through performance and composition.
Component One -Understanding Music: You will study a variety of pieces ranging from Haydn
to The Beatles and analyse how composers and songwriters create their own style. We will
perform these pieces on the instruments that you play and gradually learn about their musical
features. This is assessed through an exam in which you have to identify instruments and time
signatures as well as describing various musical features, such as melody and rhythm.
Component Two – Performing: In Year 11, you will perform a solo and ensemble piece on your
chosen instrument, or voice. You can also DJ if you wish. This is just in front of your teacher and
is recorded. You can record the piece as many times as you like in order to ensure you submit
your best performance.
Component Three: Composition: You will learn to develop musical ideas and compose music
that is musically convincing. You will submit two compositions, one which is to a brief, and one
which is a free choice. Students frequently compose songs or pieces for their own instrument.
Significant differences from KS3?
The biggest change is that the class is made up entirely of people who are motivated and have
the interest and ability to create music. This opens new opportunities to make musical
partnerships, high quality performances and encourages participation in wider school events.
GCSE Music students are encouraged to take part in the musical life of the school and are also
involved in workshops and visits to concerts or shows.
Why Study Music?
Music is a highly creative subject that develops many transferable skills such as: leadership,
independent learning, decision making, analysis, research, creativity, flexibility, logical thinking
and cultural awareness. As well as being a great fun and an excellent way to relax, there is plenty
of evidence that supports how music helps improve memory and attainment across the
curriculum.
How is the course assessed?
Understanding Music exam: 40%; Performance – 30%; Composition – 30%
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What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Music is also highly regarded by universities and employers. It combines very well with science,
maths, humanities and the arts and is an excellent addition to any CV because of the breadth of
skill it requires. Students go on to successfully study at A Level and beyond or work in many
fields, including: musician, music therapy, teaching, film, music industry, arts administration,
marketing, advertising, events organisation, project management, record production, composer,
and music software development.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Ms McLean
Exam board link:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271
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Psychology – GCSE

The number of places in Psychology will be limited. In the event that the course is oversubscribed, the allocation of places will be carried out by random selection.
What do you study?
You will study two units: over Years 10 and 11.
UNIT 1: Cognition and behaviour:





Memory
Perception
Development
Research methods

UNIT 2: Social context and behaviour




Social influence
Language, thought and communication
Psychological problems

Why Study Psychology?
Psychology is a fascinating subject and a growing area of science, concerned with the study
of the mind and behaviour. Psychologists aim to find out why we act the way we do in
everyday life. It is a social science: a subject which studies people using scientific methods,
in order to understand the social, cultural and biological forces that shape our behaviour.
How is the course assessed?
At the end of Year 11 you will sit 2 exams:



Unit 1: (50%) Cognition and behaviour – 1h 45m
Unit 2: (50%) Social context and behaviour - 2h 45m

There is no coursework.
What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Psychology is currently taught at KS5 in Wellsway and is very popular, with many students
choosing to study the subject and other related ones at degree level. Students will apply and
improve essential skills while studying this course, these include:
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Communication: you will take part in discussions, pair work and group
work, in class and for homework.
Critical thinking: you will need your thinking skills for the psychology course, as we
argue about theories, evidence and the causes of human behaviour.
Literacy: you will need to learn new and unusual key terms, and explain your ideas
clearly in writing as well as speech.
Maths: psychologists use research to gather data, so you’ll need to be able to
handle numbers in various forms, and create graphs to display data.
Science: psychologists make use of the scientific method to develop their theories.
You will learn practical research skills so you can test them, too.
ICT: you will develop skills in searching for and selecting information, as well as
producing information in a range of forms.
Study skills: self-management, organisation, note-making, revision, and more!

Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Ms S James
Exam board link:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182/introduction
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Physical Education – GCSE

What do you study?
The content of the AQA GCSE Physical Education course is designed to enable students to enjoy
and understand the benefits of living a healthy and active lifestyle whilst gaining a detailed
insight into the functions of the human body. Studying GCSE PE will provide students with the
opportunity to develop their practical skills in sport and also their knowledge and
understanding of the topics that surround sport.
The topics of study are wide ranging from applied anatomy and physiology to sports
psychology, all of which will develop your understanding of the large subject that is PE and
Sport. A wide range of sporting activities are taught and can be used for assessment. Each
year students are assessed in a wide range of activities allowing sporting strengths to be used
across team and individual activities.
Significant differences from KS3?
This GCSE course follows on from the Key Stage 3 Physical Education, providing students with
the opportunity to develop their practical skills further. During the practical element, students
will be assessed in activities in school as well as those that are participated in outside of school.
One of the most significant differences from Key Stage 3 is the theory content and the time
spent in the classroom studying the human body and associated content for the examinations
at the end of the course.
Why Study PE?
Students will cover vast content in this subject including applied anatomy and physiology,
movement analysis, physical training, use of data, sports psychology, socio-cultural influences
and health, fitness and well-being.
Students will have the opportunity to develop their organisation, enquiry and evaluation skills.
The additional opportunity for students to develop their analysis skills will allow them to
improve their own and others’ performances.
How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed through two Areas of Study:
1. The Human Body and Movement/Socio-Cultural Influences and Well-Being in Sport:


60% Theoretical:
Two written examination papers (78 marks per paper).
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1hr 15 minutes in duration each.

2. Practical Performance in Physical Activity and Sport:
40% Practical:





Controlled assessment conditions.
3 activities assessed in the role of a player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an
individual activity and the third from a team or individual activity).
Analysis of performance to bring about improvement in one activity.
100 marks.

What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
The progression routes for further study on from GCSE PE are A Level PE or the OCR Technical
Diploma in Sport and Physical Activity. Additional further study can be followed at Higher
Education in Sports Science or Sports Studies. This can lead into careers in Sport, Education,
Fitness and Leisure.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Mr R Evans
Exam board link:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education8582/introduction
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Physical Education - NCFE Level 2 Certificate in Health and
Fitness
What do you study?
The content of the Level 2 Certificate in Health and fitness is designed to enable students to
enjoy and understand the benefits of following, leading and instructing a personal health
and fitness programme. During the course you will study four different units which include
1: Principles of health and fitness, 2: Healthy lifestyles, 3: Preparing and planning for health
and fitness and 4: Develop a personal health and fitness programme.
The Level 2 Certificate in Health and Fitness will provide students with the opportunity to:




Prepare, plan and develop a personal health and fitness programme to understand
the benefits of fitness
Know the functions of the main body systems
Understand the benefits of a healthy balanced diet and how it affects lifestyles.

Significant differences from KS3?
This Level 2 course follows on from the Key Stage 3 Physical Education, providing students with
the opportunity to develop their practical skills further, with a specific focus on the health and
fitness activities. During the practical element, students will be required to complete a range
of fitness assessments (leading and participation) and create, complete and evaluate a health
and fitness programme. One of the most significant differences from Key Stage 3 is the theory
content and the time spent in the classroom studying the human body and associated content
for the assessment areas of the course.
Why study Physical Education?
Students will cover content focused on health and fitness, including anatomy and
physiology, nutrition, motivation for participation, fitness assessments and health and
fitness programming.
Students will have the opportunity to develop their organisation, enquiry and evaluation
skills. There are additional opportunities for students to lead others, developing their
leadership, communication, creative thinking and reflective learning.
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How is the course assessed?
The assessment for the NCFE Level 2 certificate in Health and Fitness consists of two types




Internal assessment – portfolio of evidence. This is graded in school and moderated
externally. This includes evidence generated from appropriate assessments tasks
which demonstrate achievement of all learning outcomes. This includes units 1, 2
and 4.
External assessment – external assessment paper. The assessment assesses learners’
knowledge, understanding and skills based on Unit 3: Preparing and planning for
health and fitness.

Learners must achieve a minimum of a Pass in all assessment criteria to achieve a unit. All
units need to be passed. Grading includes, Pass, Merit or Distinction.
What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
The progression route for further study on from the Level 2 certificate in Health and Fitness is
the OCR Technical Diploma in Sport and Physical Activity. Additional further study can be
followed at Higher Education in Sports Science or Sports Studies. This can lead into careers in
Sport, Fitness and Leisure.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Mr R Evans
Exam board link:
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/ncfe-level-2-certificate-in-health-and-fitness4435.aspx
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Product Design – GCSE

What do you study?
During Year 10, you develop your independent skills using the laser cutter, 3D printers as well as
improving your hand manufacturing skills. The key is to improve the quality and accuracy of your
practical work.
Additionally a significant amount of time will be spent using IT, developing skills in CAD
(Computer Aided Design) and using presentation tools to show your portfolio of ideas, detailing
design briefs, specifications, research, design ideas, modelling, planning and evaluations.
Significant differences from KS3?
Learning will focus on the quality of practical work and the presentation of design ideas. This is
achieved through an electronic e-folio. There is also a significant emphasis on planning for
making and understanding design for manufacture.
Why is it Important to Study a Design and Technology Subject?
GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in
an increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider
influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and
economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and
making and apply technical and practical expertise.
Our GCSE allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including
a broad range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the
opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth.
If you are considering a career in any of the following: engineering, manufacturing, construction,
design, catering, hospitality, electronics, robotics, dietician, nutrition, health, education,
pneumatic, hydraulic, environmental, architecture (amongst others) you should consider
studying a Design and Technology subject to keep your options open at A Level.
How is the course assessed?
Product Design is assessed by producing an element of coursework and studying for a final
examination: Coursework = 50%
Examination = 50%
What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
It is beneficial to study GCSE Product Design to access A Level Product Design or BTEC Level 3
Engineering. Both of these Sixth Form options are recommended by universities if you intend to
study for any engineering, construction, architecture, electronic etc degree.
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Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Miss E Wright
Exam board link:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
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Religious Studies – GCSE

What do you study?
You will study three units over Years 10 and 11.
UNIT 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical studies in the modern world:





Theme 1: Issues of Relationships
Theme 2: Issues of Life and Death
Theme 3: Issues of Good and Evil
Theme 4: Issues of Human Rights

UNIT 2 & 3: The study of two Religions:
The beliefs and teachings and practices of:



Christianity
Islam

Significant differences from KS3?
Religious Studies at GCSE not only builds upon the work that you have already done in Years
7-9 but also introduces you to new and thought provoking issues and beliefs, such as
abortion, euthanasia, crime and punishment. If you enjoy discussing, debating and
challenging controversial issues, then this is the course for you!
Why Study Religious Studies?
Philosophers have debated life's ultimate questions for centuries; studying Religious Studies
at GCSE is your chance to join the discussion! The GCSE course for Religious Studies allows
you to develop written and oral skills of explanation, analysis and evaluation through an
exploration of different moral issues and beliefs. We learn about the impact of religion in
the past and also examine how these beliefs continue to shape the world around us,
sometimes for the better and sometimes for the worse.
How is the course assessed?
At the end of Year 11 you will sit 3 exams:



Unit 1: (50%) Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World - 2
Hours
Unit 2: (25%) Study of Religion (Christianity) 1 hour
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Unit 3: (25%) Study of Religion (Islam)

-

1 hour

There is no coursework.
What are the progression routes at A Level and beyond?
Religion, Philosophy and Ethics is offered at A Level and in many degree courses such as
Politics, Philosophy and Economics (PPE), although the skills developed in the GCSE are also
applicable elsewhere. The course can lead to careers in the following areas; journalism,
politics, medicine, law, teaching and police force.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Ms B Petersen
Exam board link:
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/eduqas-gcse-RS-spec-fullfrom-2016.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcache=refresh
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Textiles – GCSE

What do you study?
You do not need to be confident using a sewing machine for the course! You will learn how
to use sewing machines to make a range of different and exciting products throughout year
10 and 11. GCSE Textiles is an exciting and creative subject where you will have the chance to
experience lots of practical work. There is an opportunity to learn about a wide range of
practical skills such as tie dye, batik, moulding plastic, heat press images, painting, weaving
and even experimenting with heat guns! GCSE Design Technology Textiles will prepare
students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world.
Students will gain awareness of wider influences for technology including historical, social,
cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will be given the opportunity to work
creatively when designing and making textile products. The products and portfolio of work
will contribute to 50% of their final GCSE grade. Textiles students will learn the same content
as students who study product design.
Students are introduced to a variety of experiences that explore a range of textile media,
techniques and processes, including both traditional and new technologies. Design
Technology students are assessed against three areas: Core technical principles, specialist
technical principles and designing and making principles. There are common links between
design technology, science, art and geography.
Significant differences from KS3?
Learning will focus on the quality of practical work and the presentation of design ideas. This is
achieved through a portfolio of work and the manufacture of a textiles product. There is also a
significant emphasis on planning for making and understanding design for manufacture.
Students are given the opportunity to design and make any textiles product they design and be
as creative as possible.
Why Study Textiles?
The fashion and textiles industry is one of the largest sectors in the UK, and contributes a
significant amount of money to the UK economy.
If you are creative and enjoy practical work/skills in design as well as have an interest in using
a range of tools, equipment and materials, then this may be the perfect area of study for you.
Students who take this course achieve strong grades due to the large coursework and
practical element which takes place during lessons. Students are extremely positive about
textiles and state that they look forward to their lessons.
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Controlled Assessment
The coursework is 50% of the final grade and consists of a portfolio of design and exploratory
work and a final practical outcome.
Examination
The exam is 50% of the final grade and is taken at the end of Year 11.
What are the progression routes to A Level and beyond?
GCSE Textiles allows progression to a Textiles technology or Textiles Art A-level course. You
may wish to study textiles and fashion at university and possible careers include
clothing/textile technologist, interior and spatial designer, textiles science, artist, fashion
designer or textile designer or any area of design technology.
Who is the teacher responsible for the course?
Miss R Davies
Examination Board Link:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technologytextiles-technology-4570
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Your Notes:
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Pathway Choice Self-Check
Check that you are making the right choices:
You might want to consider the following questions when thinking about your pathway:
I have chosen this pathway
because:

Subject

Subject

Subject

Subject

It is the English Baccalaureate and I
want to reach that standard

The courses will give me good
opportunities to study post-16

I have the skills to be good at these
subjects

It will help me in my future career
plans

I think it will provide me with the
right amount of challenge

I enjoy it or think I will enjoy it (if it
contains new subjects)

The balance between coursework and
exam work will suit me on this
pathway
I have spoken to teachers/parents
and carers about taking these subjects
and they agree they are suitable for
me
It will help to keep my future options
open
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For more information on particular careers and entry requirements, talk to our
careers staff.

Don’t do a subject because:
 Your friends are doing it
 A teacher you really like is teaching it this year (they might not be next year)
 It is something new and you’re doing it just for a change. Find out about it first.
Do:
 Read this booklet carefully
 Research more about a subject if you are unsure
 Ask your teachers, tutors and other staff for advice.
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