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Message from the Principal
As we make the final preparations for students’ return next week, I’d like to take
this opportunity to thank the whole
school community for their amazing
efforts since the announcement of school
closure through our third national lockdown. Whether that be the staff who
have come into school to staff the critical worker/ vulnerable
student hubs; the support staff working behind the scenes to
keep the school running, albeit remotely; teachers developing
and improving remote learning and live lessons; parents supporting children at home; our governors who’ve maintained
remote meetings and most importantly the students who have
engaged so well with the remote learning and staying as positive as is possible in the current situation. It really has been a
whole school effort to keep school life going through lockdown, and I do urge students to look at some of the extra opportunities that have been advertised via Insight and Ammonite. Although many of these opportunities will be remote for
the rest of this term, we will be aiming to get clubs and competitions off the ground in person as soon as we can.
There has been a lot of communication with families across
the last week – please do take the time to read and go through
the details and logistics with your child/children and thank you
in advance for supporting us with getting students back into
routines as quickly as possible. We hope we have covered everything – please do email enquiries@wellswayschool.com if
we’ve missed something and we’ll do our best to get you an
answer as soon as possible. We know students will react
differently to the prospect of a full return – and we will endeavour to support them whatever those feelings may be. I
know that we as a staff body are really looking forward to welcoming students back – the school has been quiet without
them!

Matthew Woodville
Principal

Key dates
W/C 8th March
Testing for students begins.
Dates/times will have be sent to you.

11th March
Year 10 Parent/Carer Evening
4.00pm—7.00pm
Booking opens: 1st March
Booking closes: 10th March

25th March
Sixth Form Parent/Carer Evening
4.00pm—7.00pm
Booking opens:: 15th March
Booking closes: 24th March

Back to school: Uniform and
Equipment

Term 4
lunchtime
menu

We are looking forward to seeing all students back in school
next week and much of our planning this week has been around
how we can achieve the right balance of re-establishing expectations whilst providing support and understanding for our students after a prolonged
period of remote learning to help make school feel like school again.
With regards to getting back in to our familiar routines, all students are expected to attend school in
their full uniform as described in the Uniform Policy; this is one of the more obvious ways that we feel
will help students re-adjust to being back in school. It is also helpful that when students are making
their way to and from school their school uniform allows them to be easily identifiable. Please note
that when students attend school to complete their lateral flow test then they are not required to
wear their uniform.
Of course we appreciate that students may not have tried their school shoes on for some months and
if there are any issues with your child’s school uniform then please do contact your child’s tutor as soon as possible.

Lastly, it is really important that students bring all the necessary equipment with them that they will need throughout the day, not
only will this help them to be ready to get back to learning in the classroom but will also negate the need for students to share pens
and pencils etc. Please follow this link for the Essential Equipment for Learning list.
Mr S Knowles
Essential Equipment for Learning.pdf (wellswayschool.com)

Arriving/leaving the school site
Please be reminded of the access arrangements to the Wellsway School site.


The narrow lane to Cherwell Road next to Chandag Infants’ school will remain closed to students, as it is a bottleneck and parents & students can't pass without close contact.



There will be no access to Wellsway school via Chandag Lane which leads to the Chandag Schools; this is to help keep primary
pupils and parents separate from our students.

Have your circumstances changed?
We are aware that financial circumstances may have recently changed for families, please do get in touch if you believe you may
now be eligible for Free School Meals. We will always handle your query discreetly and sensitively to ensure your child receives everything they are entitled to. Free School Meals eligibility brings extra funding to the school to support students. Even if your child
does not have the meals in school (of course we really encourage them to have the meal) there can be additional ways we can support your child so please don’t delay in getting in touch. Contact frogers@wellswayschool.com or by call the school office 0117
9864751. Even if you are not eligible for Free School Meals, we will be able to signpost you to other support available locally.

Free School Meals
LA voucher code will be emailed asap to parents of all students eligible for Free School Meals for week commencing 8th March. Students should bring a packed lunch on the days they are in school or will be able to pay for a hot meal if preferred. Please remember
to check your Junk Mail for the codes/supermarket vouchers.
Mrs F Rogers

Wellsway School
Careers Hub
The Careers team are currently available online to all students
You can find all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway School website, which you can access here
To ask a question or enquire about anything ‘careers’ email
Wellsway School Careers
Coordinator
amillard@wellswayschool.com
Or our
Wellsway MAT Careers Advisor
mmillard@wellswaymat.com

Sixth Form Virtual
Parent/Carer
Evening
The Sixth Form Parent/Carer Evening will be taking
place virtually on Thursday 25th March. This event
will use a new application called School Cloud,
which we have successfully used recently for other
parent evenings throughout the Trust., including
the previous Sixth Form Parent/Carer evening. This
application allows users to book appointments
online and conduct appointments remotely via
video communication.
Full instructions on using this application and how
to log in will be sent to parents in due course, and
we will open for booking from 4pm on Monday
15th March

Year 10 Virtual
Parent/Carer
Evening
The Year 10 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking
place virtually on Thursday 11th March. This event
will use a new application called School Cloud,
which we have successfully used recently for other
parent evenings throughout the Trust. This application allows users to book appointments online and
conduct appointments remotely via video communication.
Full instructions on using this application and how
to log in will be sent to parents in due course, and
we will open for booking from 4pm on Monday
1st March.

Asymptomatic testing information for parents and adults in households
with children at school or college
Please read the below information on behalf of the Department for Education:
Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the virus. Parents and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have symptoms, can now access regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing.
This includes childcare and support bubbles.
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare or support bubble to collect their test to
take at home, twice-weekly:


through your employer, if they offer testing to employees




by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 packs of 7 tests
by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing through other
routes, this frees up home delivery for those who need it most

If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). Lines are open every
day from 7am to 11pm.
Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a test.
Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, washing hands, wearing face coverings,
and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital role in reducing transmission rates. Getting into the habit of regular testing
as part of our everyday lives will help us all to play our part and do what we can to protect each other.

KS3 Set Design Competition
Thank you to all students who entered the English
Competition over the Half Term! The English Team
enjoyed looking at some of the fantastic creations
you sent through. Everyone will be receiving a certificate for taking part. It was a tough vote, but the
winners are listed below:
Year 7: Frankie Lucas
Year 8: Summer Meek
Year 9: Jos Ross
We will get your prizes to you next week when you
are back in school!
Miss D Mondair

Zoe Phillips in Year 9 is taking part in D of E.
As part of the textiles section, Zoe made a cushion out
of recycled materials for her cat Fudge. Zoe reports that
Fudge loves his new pillow! Zoe made this on her own
at home during lockdown.
Miss R Davies

Challenge Programme
There is lots happening in the Challenge Programme at the moment.
A group of Year 9 and 10 pupils have started the 'Wellsway Independent Challenge' - conducting their own research project to present in
the final term. Projects range from Climate Change to racing cars and Quantum Mechanics! There is still time to join in the Independent
Challenge, we have videoed the first session so new joiners won't miss out. Email nhambidge@wellswayschool.com if you are interested
(Yr 9 and 10 only I'm afraid) and we will send you the link.
We have another Subject Challenge this time from Maths. Email entries to nhambidge@wellswayschool.com by March 8th, all years
welcome.
If your child is in the Challenge Programme, remind them to look out for the notices on Insight about events like the 'Speakers for
Schools' talks and opportunities such as the Subject Challenge.
If you would like your child to join the Challenge Programme, they should complete this form:

Challenge Programme Application

