Issue 982: 12th February 2021

Message from the Principal
At the end of what I am sure has been, for many families, a challenging
term, I really want to say a very big well done to our students for how
maturely and well they have engaged with their remote learning.
Teaching staff are spending a large proportion of today's INSET developing their plans for the rest of the year - both remote learning and our
delivery of the curriculum for when students return to school, using the
results from our review of remote learning to help with this.

To Students in Year 11 and Year 13
It is completely natural that students in Years 11 and 13 especially will
be feeling anxiety about what is in store for the rest of this academic
year. I wish that I was able to give more details about this, but as frustrating as it is, until the results of the consultation are published, this
really isn't possible. What I can reassure families of, is that we will do
nothing that will disadvantage our students - students are in the same
position in every school across the country - but that once we receive
details from the DfE about how these qualifications will be assessed, we
will update you as soon as we are able.

Key dates
12th February
INSET Day
22nd February
Start of Term 4
4th March
Year 8 Parent/Carer Evening
4-7pm
Booking opens: 22nd February
Booking Closes: 3rd March

11th March
Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening
4—7pm
Booking opens: 1st March
Booking closes: 10th March

Returning to School
Similarly, we will not have any advance warning about the timescale or
nature of how students will return to school. I watch the government
briefings live to find this out and so will be waiting, with you, for the
announcement that has been promised in the week commencing the
22nd February. At this point, we will be able to put plans in place and
again, will inform you as soon as we are able to. It is reassuring that we
have been promised a two-week window between the announcement
and students returning to school, which is enough time to plan for
whatever we are asked to put in place, and I am confident that we will
be able to fulfil whatever we are asked to do.



PE bag containing
Nike trainers and
PE kit



Fitbit x2

And finally…
One of the slides used at INSET this morning were pictures taken from
across the school pre-Covid-19 - of students enjoying extra-curricular
activities, practical lessons and of learning without social distancing and
bubbles. Although we are all missing these more varied aspects of
school life, we look forward to a return to many of these activities and
opportunities that we will bring back as soon as we are safely able to do
so. Please do have a restful half term and, as always, stay safe.

Matthew Woodville
Executive Principal

If you believe any of
these items belong to
you, please email
Mrs Dursley
enquiries@wellswayschool.com

Update on Principal Recruitment
Further to the news of Mr Woodville’s move to be Principal at Bedminster Down, I am writing to update
you regarding the appointment of the new Principal of Wellsway School.
The post, which is currently being advertised, is for Principal of Wellsway School and Executive Head of
IKB Academy. This structure, that has been operating very successfully for the last year and a half has
brought considerable benefits to both schools. It has provided additional support for staff,
increased the sharing of expertise and improved access to resources. Most importantly, this model
has helped to improve the experience for students.
The interviews, which will involve students and a community group, are due to take place in the week
beginning 15thMarch.
Gary Schlick
Director of Education

Thursday
4th March

Year 8 Virtual Parent/Carer Evening

The Year 8 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on Thursday 4th
March. This event will use a new application called School Cloud, which we have
successfully used recently for other parent evenings throughout the Trust. This application allows users
to book appointments online and conduct appointments remotely via video communication.
Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will be sent to parents in due course, and we
will open for booking from 4pm on Monday 22nd February.

Year 10 Virtual Parent/Carer Evening

Thursday
11th
March

The Year 10 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on Thursday 11th
March. This event will use a new application called School Cloud, which we have successfully used recently for other parent evenings throughout the Trust. This application allows users to
book appointments online and conduct appointments remotely via video communication.

Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will be sent to parents in due course, and we
will open for booking from 4pm on Monday 1st March.

Wellsway School
Careers Hub

Online Ukulele and Guitar Group

The Careers team are currently
available online to
all students
You can find all upcoming events and careers
news on the Wellsway School website, which
you can access here
To ask a question or enquire about anything
‘careers’ email
Wellsway School Careers
Coordinator
amillard@wellswayschool.com
Or our
Wellsway MAT Careers Advisor
mmillard@wellswaymat.com

KS3 English - Shakespeare
Get creative this Half Term!
Keep an eye out for information about entering our
latest English Competition. Year 7, 8 and 9 will be
invited to enter a competition to design a stage set
for the Shakespeare play they are studying at the
minute. All details will be sent out to students and
parents. Please do get involved and do something a
little bit different this Half Term! Entries need to be
sent to the KS3 English Help Desk by the end of the
school day on Monday 22nd February 2021.
Miss D Mondair

We are delighted to launch our first
online club, for ukuleles and guitars
which will meet every Thursday 3.15pm
-3.45pm after half term. The club is
open to any student who wants to get
involved from Year 7-13. It will be run
on MS Teams. Every student who currently studies Music has been sent a
notice on their Insight which gives details of how to join the club. They need
to complete the form to register their
interest. We will then send an invite
out.

Register your Interest here
Please note this link requires your child
to sign in with their school username
and log in. Alternatively, they can go to
Insight Notices and find the link.
The club will cater for both beginners and more advanced players. If your
child would like to take part but doesn't have an instrument, they are
more than welcome to join us and either play air ukulele (!) or sing
along. The club will require students to mute and play along with the musician who leads. We look forward to forming an online musical community which brings together students of all years who have a mutual love
and interest in Music.
Ms I McLean

Half Term Challenge

Safer Internet Day
We are encouraging our students and staff to take part in the challenge to go 24 hours without using a screen.
We are hoping our reliance on screens and the internet during our free time may reduce as we find alternative
ways to spend it during the challenge. Some activities your child could try during the challenge include playing a
board game, solving a puzzle, reading, walking, baking, drawing, painting, writing a short story and even clearing
out their room!
Mrs L Joseph
PSHE Subject Lead

Challenge Programme
We ran our first remote live session "Climate Catastrophe: the Science behind the Headlines" after school
on 10th Feb that 35 students joined in. We looked at the IPCC report that summarises the scientific evidence and predictions from climate models. After the session, one student commented "Thank you for
showing us this. Climate change is worse than I thought."
The winner of the Science Challenge was Shane Wilmott (Yr 7) who made a beautiful rainbow using different density liquids and then investigated how objects moved through the different liquids.

Our next challenge is our History Challenge—see below. Entries to Miss
Malone by Wednesday 24th Feb.

Challenge Programme History Challenge!
Sir Captain Thomas Moore became a household name in 2020 when
he raised almost £39 million for the NHS by walking 100 laps of his
garden by his 100 birthday.
Sadly he passed away last month after catching Covid -19.
Your challenge:
Carry out some of your own research on Sir Captain Thomas Moore
and design a memorial to commemorate his passing.
Please be as creative as possible! Some ideas are below but you can
do anything you like!
- A graffiti art piece design
- A statue memorial
- A poem
- A song
Please email your entry to Miss Malone by Wednesday 24th February
kmalone@wellswayschool.com

Financial Support with Fuel Bills
We know many of you are noticing increased bills as a result of children (and parents) being home in this
cold weather, whilst working on devices all day. We want to make you aware of support available locally. Gas and electricity vouchers worth up to £49 are being made available to people who live in Bath &
North East Somerset affected by fuel poverty. Click here to find out how to apply. £50k to support residents in fuel poverty this winter | Building Control Services | Bath & North East Somerset Council. If you
live in South Gloucestershire, The Winter Grant scheme aims to help meet immediate needs and really
support those families who are struggling to afford food and utility bills (heating, cooking, lighting) and
water for household purposes (including drinking, washing, cooking, central heating, sewerage and sanitary purposes), or other related essentials. Parents and carers contact South Glos CAB on 03444 111 444
or South Glos Council on 0800 953 7778 Quoting Winter Grant funding. For families living in the Bristol
City Council area, you can apply for an Emergency Payment which can be used for prepaid gas and electricity meters, as well as food and clothing. Full details are here: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/benefitsfinancial-help/apply-for-an-emergency-payment or call Bristol City Council on 0117 922 2000.

B&NES Support for Mums Getting Back to Work
Are you a mum who has been out of the workplace for a year or more? Or maybe you've been in receipt
of universal credit but want to go back to work and find a career you love? Or perhaps the Covid-19 pandemic has simply got you thinking about next steps but you don't know where to start? A new Bathbased free 12-week employability course with guaranteed work placement is now open to applicants. You can apply for the part-time programme at: www.womensworklab.co.uk for sessions starting
from 6th May 2021.

KS3 Inter-House Competition
Hopes and Dreams 2021
A big thank you to everyone that entered the KS3 Inter-House competition. Mr Woodville and the
Senior Leadership Team have enjoyed seeing all the entries and have been really impressed with
students' creativity and originality. As you can see, we have had a range of entries from cakes,
paintings, and poems which all showcase the students' aspirations for 2021.

The winners of the Hopes and Dreams for 2021 Inter-House competition are:
Evie
Year 9

Maggie
Year 7

Tilly
Year 8

The more that you read, the more things you will know.
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.
- Dr. Seuss

This year to celebrate World Book Week at Wellsway, we are launching a Read for Good Readathon and we’d love as many
students as possible to join in. It should be fun and at the same time raise money for a fabulous charity. So why not feel
good about yourself by taking part in something positive for you and positive for the
children we raise money for?
It’s been proven that children who read for pleasure are more likely to be successful and happy throughout their lives
(OECD).
As students you can choose whatever you want to read - from comics to classics and audio books to blogs – you are not being assessed, it’s all about reading for fun. And, you should be motivated to read because the money you raise in sponsorship helps to provide a regular supply of brand new books and a resident storyteller to every major children’s hospital in the
UK.
All you have to do now is:
Watch the CLlP below about Readathon and decide if you want to take part.https://vimeo.com/233492204
Take a look at what you plan to read. Remember you can read whatever you want: books, e-books, poetry, blogs,
comics – anything goes! Sharing books is fine too, as well as listening to audio books.
After the February break we will send out more details for you to get reading and get sponsored, so look out for this
information on Insight in the first week back.
Help your child begin to find sponsors among family and friends.
Please support your child’s sponsored read as much as you can. They’ll be helping children in hospitals get books, as well as
helping themselves. And our school receives free books worth 20% of our grand sponsorship total – so there really is something in it for everyone.

Thank you for your support – helping your child to keep reading,
raising,
and being amazing!!
We’ll be in touch soon. Have a
great break

Valentine
Cupcakes
Ingredients:
For the Cakes (makes 12)
125g butter
125g caster sugar
2 eggs
125g self-raising flour
150g raspberries

You can make a chocolate
version of this by adding cocoa
powder to your cake mixture

For the Icing
500g icing sugar
160g butter
Drop of vanilla extract
2-3 drops of pink food colouring
50ml milk
Hundreds and thousands or any topping of your choice
Method:











Preheat the oven to 180c gas mark 4.
Beat butter and sugar in a bowl and add the eggs one at a time, beat well.
Fold in the flour and raspberries until smooth, add a little milk if necessary.
Divide the mixture among the paper cases and bake for 20 minutes. Remove and
leave until completely cooled.
For the icing, using an electric whisk, cream the icing sugar and butter together until
fluffy and light, add the vanilla and pink colouring. Whisk in enough milk to a smooth
consistency.
Spoon into an icing bag with a star shaped nozzle and pipe over the cake (or spread
using the back of a spoon)
Sprinkle on you topping

