Message from the Principal
It’s strange to think that a year ago we were still operating as normal, having welcomed Year 11 parents in for
the usual Parents’ Evening in Mendip Hall; successfully
supporting Year 13s visiting universities for onsite interviews; looking forward to the buzz and energy of Year 9
Pathways Evening; preparing for the spectacle of the School Production and
looking forward to the February half term tradition of the ski trip. We have
sorely missed these school events, which we look forward to reinstating
along with all the other aspects that make school feel like school, but until
we are in a position to do so, we will continue to work at providing what we
can remotely, and working through the technical issues that come with this.

Thank you to Year 9 parents and students for their patience last night when
School Cloud again experienced issues that affected the earlier appointments – reading their Twitter feed definitely showed the difficulties of moving to online systems as this affected schools across the country. We will, of
course, review this for future Parents’ Evenings and are currently planning
how to ensure missed appointments are followed up. The issue was mainly
resolved and I’m pleased the majority of appointments were kept.

We have also been working at ensuring Year 9 students are supported with
their important Pathways decisions – there has already been a presentation
circulated to begin this process. Additionally, we will be running live ‘taster’
sessions on Teams across the next fortnight for students to explore what
studying the different subjects at Key Stage 4 is like and there will be a live
session with a member of our Senior Leadership Team to discuss choices
and allow students to ask any questions they may have.

Another aspect of our remote provision that we’re developing in addition to
the increased live lessons for Key Stage 3, which students and parents were
updated about earlier this week, is our online pastoral programme, including a weekly assembly, tutor work and a current affairs quiz. We’re proud of
the pastoral support we provide to students and I hope that this will be a
welcome addition to students’ weekly routines.

Matthew Woodville
Principal

Issue 979: 22nd January 2021

Key dates
Tuesday 26th January 2021
Year 9 DTP & MenACWY vaccinations

Critical Worker/EHCP
Childcare Provision
Does your child need a
place in school?
Our childcare provision form for students
of critical workers or a student with an
EHCP is updated each week on the
school website. Should you require a
placement next week for your child in
one of these categories and have not yet
completed the form, please click on the
link below.

Click here

to apply for a
place

Share your good news stories with us!
We have received lots of positive stories this week and would welcome your thoughts, ideas or samples of any particular work that you may be proud of . Even a snapshot of your workstation at
home!
If you have anything you would like to share with us or have any tips you would like to pass on to other students please email:

This is an exciting time for Year 9 students as they consider their choice of subjects to form their study pathway in
Years 10 and 11.
We hope that parents/carers and students have found time to read the study pathways booklet available from the
website and to watch the pathways presentation. The links to each can be found below:
https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Parents-Guides/Year%209%20Study%20Pathway%
20Booklet%20-%202021-2023.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/cee3c7205667424db618fa9b50fd3010
Over the next few days we will be providing further information to assist with pathway choices. Each student will
have the opportunity to attend a live ‘taster’ lesson on Teams to find out more about each subject. We will also provide a live session with a member of our Senior Leadership Team to discuss choices and allow students to ask any
questions they may have. Further details will be emailed directly to Year 9 students and their parents/carers. It will
be possible to enter subject choices in Insight from 1st February and we will send instructions for doing so in advance. We ask that all selections are entered by Tuesday 9th February.

LibraryNews

Morebooks havebeenadded toour recommended
readinglists foryears9-11. Take alook
here

Wellsway
School
Careers Hub

The Careers team are
currently
available online to
all students
To ask a question or enquire about
anything ‘careers’ email
Wellsway School Careers
Coordinator
amillard@wellswayschool.com

Or our
Wellsway MAT Careers Advisor
mmillard@wellswaymat.com

You can find all upcoming
events and careers news on
the Wellsway School website,
which you can access here

Year 9 Adolescent Immunisation Programme 2020/2021
Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio (DTP) and Meningitis
ACWY (MenACWY)
26th January 2021
Your year 9 child is due routine vaccinations of Diphtheria, Tetanus
and Polio (DTP) and Meningitis ACWY (MenACWY). This is planned
to take place on Tuesday 26th January 2021.
We have been written to by the BaNES Adolescent Immunisation
Team and asked to stress, “The importance of vaccination has never
been more significant, and NHS England have therefore requested
we continue to deliver the planned adolescent programme
(including catch up of last years missed vaccinations), to avoid any
further potential preventable epidemics…In the Summer months we
trialled appointment-based sessions in a number of secondary
schools with huge success, and therefore would like to continue with
this model.”
We are working closely with the Health team and following their
lead on how parents will be able to book appointment times and
clear instructions on attendance, social distancing and face coverings.
Parents are reminded that these bookings are still open.
Please be aware that vaccination sessions are run by the School Age
Immunisation Team so please contact them directly on 0300 247
0082 if you have any problems or queries or do not have access to
the internet .
Please follow this link to complete the e-consent, even if you do not
wish your child to receive them
https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/dtp/2020/banes
We will also keep you updated should this be postponed.
Mrs Dursley
Student Support

Fantastic work
at our
Origami
class
today

Supporting Veganuary
Try this tasty
Vegetable and mushroom curry (serves 4)

and ready to serve in just30minutes!
Ingredients

1 tbsp oil
1 onion chopped
1 large potato, chopped into small chunks
1 aubergine, chopped (or courgette, butternut squash or
pepper)
250g mushrooms
2—4 tbsp curry paste (depending on your taste)
150ml vegetable stock
400ml reduced fat coconut milk
Chopped coriander to serve (optional)

Method
1. Heat oil in a large pan and add the chopped onion and potato. Cover and cook
on a low heat for around 5 minutes until the potatoes start to soften.
2. Add the mushrooms and aubergine and cook for a further few minutes.
3. Add the curry paste (depending on your taste) and pour over the coconut milk
and stock.
4. Bring to the boil and simmer for around 0 minutes, until the potato is tender.
5. Sprinkle the coriander over and serve with rice or naan bread.
6. Serve with rice, pasta or salad.

