Message from the
Principal
Lockdown III
Thank you for all the support and patience this week – although we had plans in
place for the school to be closed to students for the start of term, I can’t quite
believe it was only at 8pm on Monday that we found out it would be for the rest
of this term. This has meant we have very quickly had to revise all of our plans
to ensure what is in place is appropriate for a more prolonged length of time.
This has involved us not only looking at the remote learning, but also the provision on site for the children of critical workers and for those with specific needs,
with the Inclusion team working hard to provide a really comprehensive offer
for students who need that extra support.
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Key dates
Thursday 14th Jan 21
Year 11 online Parent/Carer Evening
Thursday 21st Jan 21
Year 9 online Parent/Carer Evening
Tuesday 26th Jan 21
Year 9 Immunisations

Sixth Form Interviews
It was an absolute pleasure to speak to so many of our Year 11s last night about their plans for next year and to hear how well
this year is going so far, despite all the difficulties – and it was wonderful to have so many say that Wellsway is their first
choice due to the strength of teaching, breadth of courses on offer and support they’ve received so far. We’re acutely aware
that for some students, not having Open Evening as usual meant they may not have had the conversations needed to make a
firm choice on courses – please do get in touch if you feel your Year 11 needs some more subject specific advice and we’ll
endeavour to make that happen.
Exams
There have been so many insight messages sent this week, I didn’t want students or parents to have missed the one sent out
around the announcements about external exams for 2021. The main message is don’t worry – we are confident about the
procedures we have in place at Wellsway and know that we will have a robust yet fair system in place, whatever may be
asked of us.
Live Lessons
This has been a big step for us – especially as the IT kit only arrived at the very end of last term! We only wanted to introduce
this to our remote learning if we were confident of the quality – and wanted to embed it successfully at Key Stages 4 and 5
before introducing this further down the school. It’s been great to have so much positive feedback from families about not
only the impact of these on students’ learning, but also on engagement and the structure it’s provided to their day. For the
vast majority of classes, these have gone really well, but the issues we had in some Year 10 live lessons has meant we have
had to adapt and change practices, to ensure the successful start is maintained. We look forward to hearing how the sessions
go for Key Stage 3 – fingers crossed!
Passwords/ IT issues
We all have issues remembering passwords sometimes (well, I know I do anyway), but they have been provided to all students – if they do forget, or have trouble accessing their remote learning, please can they email Insight helpdesk for support?
Testing
Alongside everything else we’ve been trying to put in place this week, we have also been looking at plans for mass testing of
staff and students. We will be writing to parents next week asking for consent in advance for children to be tested – please
look out for this communication and I do urge you to provide consent as this is one of the ways we can work together to stop
the spread of the virus and try to keep everyone safe and get all students back into school!

Matthew Woodville
Executive Principal

Year 11 - Video Parent/Carer Evening
The Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening will be going ahead as planned on Thursday 14th January, online using the School Cloud system. Full instructions
have been sent, and this will close for bookings on the 13th January. If
you have any questions or problems logging in, please email insight@wellswayschool.com. You will need to use a device such as a laptop or
smartphone. Please log in prior to the evening to check that your camera/
microphone works with the website.
Full instructions are also available via the school website by clicking here

Year 9 Virtual Parent/ Carer Evening
The Year 9 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on
Thursday 21st January. This event will use a new application called
School Cloud, which we have successfully used recently for other
parent evenings throughout the Trust. This application allows users to
book appointments online and conduct appointments remotely via video communication.
Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will be sent to parents in due
course, and we will open for booking from 4pm on Monday 11th January.

Free School
Meal Vouchers
If your child is eligible for free
school meals, we will be emailing
you early next week with an ecode
to claim a supermarket voucher. Additionally, if your circumstances have changed and you believe you are now eligible, please
contact the school.
Mrs F Rogers

Our childcare provision form for students of critical
workers or a student with an EHCP is updated each
week on the school website. Should you require a
placement next week for your child in one of these
categories and have not yet completed the form
please click on the link below.
Critical Worker/EHCP Childcare Provision - Registration Form W/C 11.01.2021
If you do not receive confirmation of your request
please continue to send your child Into school.

Year 9 Adolescent Immunisation Programme 2020/2021—26th January 2021
Your year 9 child is due routine vaccinations of Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio (DTP) and Meningitis ACWY (MenACWY). This is planned to take place on Tuesday 26th January 2021.
We have been written to by the BaNES Adolescent Immunisation Team and asked to stress,
“The importance of vaccination has never been more significant, and NHS England have therefore requested we continue to deliver the planned adolescent programme (including catch up of
last years missed vaccinations), to avoid any further potential preventable epidemics…In the
Summer months we trialled appointment-based sessions in a number of secondary schools with
huge success, and therefore would like to continue with this model.”
We will be working closely with the Health team and following their lead on how parents will be
able to book appointment times and clear instructions on attendance, social distancing and face
coverings.
Please be aware that vaccination sessions are run by the School Age Immunisation Team so
please contact them directly on 0300 247 0082 if you have any problems or queries or do not
have access to the internet .
Please follow this link to complete the e-consent even if you do not wish your child to receive
them
https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/dtp/2020/banes
We will also keep you updated should this be postponed.
Mrs Dursley
Student Support

Pathways 2021-2023
We hope you have had chance over the Christmas break to
view the Year 9 Study Pathways booklet. Just as a reminder
this booklet is on our website or by clicking here
Year 9 students will be given a presentation on the
Study Pathways process and important factors to consider in making their decisions. This presentation will
also be made
available to parents and carers.
All option choices will need to be entered using Insight,
and will be available to do so from Thursday 4th - Tuesday 9th February 2021 only. We will explain how to do
this over the next couple of weeks.
Please note that option choices can only be entered on
INSIGHT using the parental login, and not the student
login.
Please contact—insight@wellswayschool.com if you
require assistance with your INSIGHT login details, and
for all other queries please contact enquiries@wellswayschool.com
Best wishes
Insight Team

Share your good news stories
with us
We have received lots of positive stories this week
and would welcome your thoughts, ideas or samples of any particular work that you may be proud
of . Even a snapshot of your workstation at home!

If you have anything you would like to share with
us or have any tips you would like to pass on to
other students please email
communications@wellswayschool.com

We look forward to hearing from
you

Wellsway School Careers Hub
Sixth Form block next to room M32

Open to all students

To book an appointment, ask a question or enquire about
careers, email: amillard@wellswayschool.com
or pop in
Monday—Thursday 8.45am—3.00pm
We are now listing all upcoming events and careers news on the
Wellsway School website, which you can access Here

Remote Learning from
11th January 2021
We will be moving to a mix of live lessons on
MS Teams; narrated lessons like the ones set
previously and independent work to complete such as assignments. These lessons will
follow your normal timetable, but revert to
our ‘normal’ times of the school day.
Period 1: 9.05am

Are you experiencing INSIGHT problems or
need any help or advice?

Period 2: 10.05am

If so please email

Period 4: 12.25pm

Period 3: 11.25am
Period 5: 2.05pm

insight@wellswayschool.com
We have also finished the help video mentioned earlier
this week about how to best use Insight – please check
it out on either of the following links:
Youtube: Insight instructions on YouTube
We Transfer: Insight instructions on WeTransfer

How do I access MSTeams?
Please select the tile below from your
RMUnify screen

All live lessons will be about 45 minutes long
and scheduled on Teams

Years 7,8 and 9
You will have a live lesson in English, maths
and science each week.

Please log onto

Teams using the instructions sent out via
INSIGHT.
Years 10—13

A mix of live and narrated lessons and
independent work following your normal
timetable.

