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Message from the Principal

Key dates

I’m sure that many families will have spent this week
considering the implications of the government’s announcements about the rules
Term 2 ends: Friday 18th Dec 20
over the festive period and the new tier system. Although we as a school and
Year 7—1.00pm
many of our community have been placed in Tier 2, I am more than aware that
many families and staff are living in Tier 3 areas, which we are right on the edge
Year 8 & 10 —12.25pm
of. Subsequently, any changes we make will very much reflect this. We are looking Year 9, 11, 12 & 13 — 1.35pm
forward to getting our extra-curricular programme up and running, but we will do
so whilst ensuring we do it safely and in line with government guidance with strict
control measures, especially as we approach the holidays where we know families Year 11 Review 2—11th December
will want as little disruption as possible.
One of the positives that has come from the world we’re currently living in is how
Next Inset day: Monday 4th Jan21
quickly we are adapting to remote practices and our use of technology is definitely
seeing the benefit of this. We continue to look at how we can use technology to
Term 3 begins: Tuesday 5th Jan 21
develop our remote learning, but a much needed positive this week has been the
success of last night’s virtual Year 12 and 13 parents’ evening. We were, understandably, nervous about getting all staff set up prior to the 4pm start and about the
technology working, but thanks to the hard work of our support staff and the openness of families to engage with this new
software, the evening went really well. I know from my perspective as a teacher of Yr12 Law that I was really impressed at the
functionality and it was lovely to receive a message from a parent this morning saying what “a positive experience parents
evening was” having “appointments on time in the comfort of my own home”. We know that the technology removed many of
the issues we can have with face to face Parent Evenings, and we will look at the suggestions we have had about ways of
making these remote evenings even better and allow further dialogue between parents and teachers.
Term Dates
There have been some questions from parents this week about whether we have any plans to end the term early. Even if the
school wanted to, it would not be allowed by the DfE. It was reported in Schools Week recently that under the Coronavirus Act
2020, individual trusts had no academy freedoms to make decisions for Covid-related reasons, such as setting their own term
dates. Under these new coronavirus legal powers, the secretary of state can issue a temporary continuity direction requiring
the taking of reasonable steps to keep a school open and also require the alteration of term dates. That means that the school
will remain open, which is right as the children have missed too much school. We are pleased to have had a real reduction in
cases and as we come out of lockdown, if we continue to follow the guidance, then we hope that we will have minimal
disruption in that final week of term. This is obviously a real concern for me as I know that if we did have a case in that final
week it would mean identifying close contacts needing to isolate for 14 days. We will continue to impress the importance of
following the guidance and rules with students and staff.
Summer Exams 2021
The DfE had informed schools of its pledge to communicate the plans for next year’s exams to the sector in November. Despite
waiting for months, it looks likely that the government will fall short, although we hear that an announcement is getting closer.
When it comes, the exams announcement will contain policies that we hope will address a few different areas, such as making
exams easier, grades more generous, providing contingency measures for students who may be off on exam day and also
attempting to balance up the difference in lost learning between students, schools and regions. Gavin Williamson has said “we
should aim to inform the sector of the conclusions of the contingency planning in November”. To meet this deadline, the
announcement would have to be on Monday. What the DfE have said “we will set out our plans in the coming weeks”. I know
it continues to be an anxious time for students in Yr11 and Yr13 due to sit exams. Please be assured, as soon as we have the
answers we will let students and parents know without delay.

Matthew Woodville , Principal

Covid 19
Advice for parents
Please be reminded that when your child
has been sent home from school to selfisolate, due to a student in their bubble
contracting Covid-19, they MUST NOT
leave their home. This also means it is
not safe to meet others who are also selfisolating, even if they share the same bubble at school.
In the first instance you will be contacted
by the school followed up with a letter
sent via email with further details and a
return to school date.
Work will be set on the student’s
Insight account,. Please email insight@wellswayschool.com if you are
experiencing problems.
If we have not made contact with you
your child will be expected to attend
school as usual.
If anyone in your household should develop symptoms you can organise a test via
the NHS online portal

Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening
Well done Year 11 for completing your internal exams!
Now these are out of the way, why not watch our virtual open evening via the
Sixth Form website. Look out for our new courses for 2021.
You will find a series of introductory videos, information on how to apply, along
with subject information sheets that outline the course content and what students enjoy about each subject. This may help you to pick your courses and consider your aspirations for September 2021!
Applications will be via Insight from 1st December until 11th December. You
need to go through the 'General' and 'Options offer' tabs, before
selecting your subjects. Once selected, these subjects will automatically be saved to your account. You will also be able to change your
options later on so do not worry if you are a little uncertain, we will
talk this through with you, including during your interview in January.
If you have any questions, contact us via sixthform@wellswayschool.com and for
future updates why not follow us on Twitter (@WellswaySixth).
Mr A Littleboy
Head of Sixth Form

PSHE
During PSHE sessions this term, years 7 to 10
will be focusing on the theme of Celebrating
Differences. Year 11 will be focusing on the
theme Being Me. The tutor time sessions this
week covered the below content.
Year 7

Challenge attitudes

Year 8

Inequality

Year 9

Understanding difference

Year 10 Equality in the workplace
Year 11 Relationships and the law
Mrs Joseph
Teacher of Science and Psychology
PSHE Subject Lead

Music News
As you will be well aware, our usual rehearsals for a Christmas Concert have been put on hold due to current restrictions. However we are hoping to record a few pieces to create an online Christmas Concert which you will all be able to
access in the final week of term. Every student in Year 7 and 8 has been learning a song on the ukulele in their Music lesson
which, if they wish to be in the Christmas Concert, they can perform for the online video.
Our Year 8 performance of Feliz Navidad will be recorded on Thursday 3rd December in Mendip Hall 3.15pm - 4.15pm. All
Year 8s wishing to take part in the recording will need to go to M04 at the end of the school day where we shall meet them.
Our Year 7 performance of Lava will be recorded on Thursday 10th December, 3.15pm-4.15pm. All Year 7s wishing to take
part in the recording will need to go to M15 at the end of the school day where we shall meet them. Lots of students have
expressed an interest in taking part in this and it's important students give their name to their music teacher, during their lesson, if they intend to take part in this event. We're really looking forward to welcoming Year 7 and 8 to an after-school rehearsal and showcasing their brilliant work.
Finally, our Year 9-13 Chamber Choir and Brass Ensemble (invite only) will recorded on Monday 14th December 3.15pm 4.15pm. These year groups need to go to their usual meeting place at the end of the school day. Chamber Choir and Brass
Ensemble rehearsals should resume from 3rd December onwards. Please note that this is all dependent on the Government
lifting the current restrictions on Wednesday 2nd December. Meanwhile, all students in Year 7 and 8 have been sent the music via their messages on Insight - so if your child has an instrument you might hear some practising at home. Students are
welcome to bring in tinsel in order to decorate their ukulele!
If you wish for your child to learn an instrument in January please click on the following link for further information.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BANESMSAutumnLessons2020

Ms I McLean

Wellsway School Careers Hub
Sixth Form block next to room M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS
To book an appointment, ask a question or enquire about
careers, email: amillard@wellswayschool.com
or pop in
Monday—Thursday 8.45am—3.00pm

We are now listing all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway
School website, which you can access here

Lost Property
The following un-named items will be disposed of by the
end of next week if not claimed:


Brown tortoiseshell spectacles



Brown/Blue spectacles



Boy’s blazer 34” with keys on a black fob



Man Utd boot bag containing Black and White football boots size 9 and shin pads



Black Adidas bootbag containing grey/green football
boots



Black Nike bootbag containing red football boots



Camouflage pencil case with contents

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Enrolment for Gold
2020-21
Are you in Year 12?
Registration will soon be open and full
information will be sent via Insight.
You will need to complete an online
registration and make payment of £50.75
to enrol.

