Issue 970: 6th November 2020
Message from the Principal
Despite the uncertainty that faced us at the start of the
week about what Boris Johnson’s Saturday night announcement about a second lockdown would mean
for us as a school, we have managed to have a week
with lots of positives this week. It was great to have
Year 11-13 back with us and I must say that their attitude and focus this week has been exemplary. We have been able to run English
Walking Talking Mocks (maths are next week) and Year 11 approached the session with real maturity – and the year group’s remote assemblies for the start of
this term are focused on tips for revision, studying at home and staying healthy
through this year. You’ll see more and more about platforms we use to support
their studies, such as GCSEPod, Seneca and Tassomi – which are all geared to
providing support for specific areas students need to work on to improve. Although we don’t know what the summer may hold, we do know that what they
do now is essential for ensuring they achieve the best they can and so we will
continue to work with them on balancing high effort levels with a healthy lifestyle, both physically and mentally. Year 13 should also be congratulated on how
well they approached their internal exams at the end of last term.

We were ready to launch a new and exciting offer for extra-curricular that staff
had been working on at the end of last term, and although the announcement
from the DfE means we are unable to go ahead with these plans just yet, we
have them ready to go as soon as we are able and in the meantime, do look out
for the virtual opportunities we’ll be holding instead.

I do hope that families and students had as good a half term break as they could
under the circumstances and that over the following few weeks while the country is in lockdown you are able to enjoy some quality family time together. I know
from the last academic year how strong the support in the local community is
and have no doubt that that support will continue over the coming months.

Key dates
Term 2 ends: Friday 18th December
Inset day: Monday 4th January 2021
Term 2 begins: Tuesday 5th January

Challenge Programme
The Challenge Programme events planned
(“Climate Catastrophe: The Science behind
the Headlines” planned for next week and
the “Introduction to the Independent Challenge for Yr9” on 25th Nov) will have to be
postponed due to the new guidelines from
the DfE. We will let you know when we can
restart the Challenge Programme events,
but in the meantime we will provide access
to some virtual events including a live talk
from the manager of TikTok where they can
ask questions. Pupils who have signed up to
the Challenge Programme will receive notifications on Insight about the virtual
events. Pupils are still welcome to sign up
for the Challenge Programme, they will find
a message about how to join on Insight. To
find out more about the Challenge Programme look at this presentation (though
please be aware all events are currently
postponed due to Covid).

Dr N Hambidge
Challenge Programme
Matthew Woodville
Principal

Tempest Photographs
Please note that the Tempest Photograph
orders arrived this week. If your child placed
an order for a Tempest Photograph, this has
been handed to your child via their form
tutor.
Ms A Ross

Oxbridge Admissions Test
This week 10 Y13 WMAT students sat the
Oxbridge Admissions Test in Maths, History,
Physics, Engineering & Thinking Skills Assessment. These tests are designed to assess
thinking skills, specific subjects, behavioural
styles and are specifically designed to aid
universities in their selection process. As
well as being an entry requirement, an admissions test gives students the chance to
show their potential to succeed on their
course. Our students now have to wait for
results and interviews. We wish them all
the best.
Mr A Littleboy
Head of Sixth Form

Remembrance Day
Wednesday 11th
November
Unfortunately, due to
COVID-19 restrictions we
will not be able to hold our
usual whole school remembrance service. However, Wellsway School is still keen to remember and pay our respects to this important event. The school bell will ring at
11am on Wednesday 11th November, at
this point teachers and students will observe
a minute's reflection of silence. To prepare
students for this, the topic of this week's
assembly will be Remembrance Day and on
Wednesday morning there will be a tutor
time focus on Remembrance.
Mr Ive
Head of Burnett House

Challenge Futures
On Wednesday 21st October, a group of Year 12 students who are aspiring
to some of the most competitive universities attended a virtual event
for Trinity College, Cambridge. They explored; why students go to university, the importance of aiming high, what is Oxbridge, why Cambridge, collegiate universities, subject opportunities and the application process: https://
youtu.be/fK_zRRyVCVs. Students also had the opportunity to pose questions to a panel of current students. It was an aspirational 2 hours.
“I thought it was very well presented”,
“The event was a really useful experience. They went into detail about the application process and made it clear what the universities were looking for in a personal
statement and other submitted work need for the application.”
“The event was really useful as it gave a brief insight into life at Cambridge. It also
gave really helpful tips on the application process including writing a personal statement.”
Mr A Littleboy
Head of Sixth Form

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 2020 –21
Bronze & Silver
Thanks to all those of you who have submitted your enrolment form and paid
the deposit for bronze or silver award D of E by the deadline. You have all been
successfully enrolled and I will be emailing out details about the next steps in the
next few days, to all email addresses included on the form. The process of enrolment is now closed for this year.
Mr D Sage
D of E Manager

Wellsway School Careers Hub
Sixth Form block next to room M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS
To book an appointment, ask a question or enquire about careers, email: amillard@wellswayschool.com, or pop in Monday—Thursday 8.45am—3pm
We are now listing all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway
School website, which you can access here.

GCSEPod Student Webinars
After an incredible response to the first ever student webinar last month, the team at GCSEPod are once again
thrilled to be collaborating with Cameron Parker, a renowned motivational speaker for schools and colleges.
Through this collaboration we are recommending his free webinars to students to inspire them to succeed. Including practical tips on how to use GCSEPod that Cameron will be incorporating into his sessions.
Cameron will host three fast paced, high energy student webinars, focusing on motivation, mindset, working
smarter and achieving the optimum study/life balance.

Students can register for the webinars via the links below:
Student Webinar - Motivation & Mindset - GCSEPod - 9th November - 5pm to 6pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ESsJv9cMTpC__GcbYTgqyQ
Student Webinar – How to Work Smarter, Not Harder - GCSEPod - 25th November - 6pm to 7pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ifrNMy0cS4CLlzDbxmdv7A
Student Webinar – Achieving the Best Study/Life Balance - GCSEPod – 9th of December - 5pm to 6pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_osYf0fJXRXGlzGoINc3VaA
Students can remain anonymous and parents can watch with them as Cameron makes goal setting, study strategies and building confidence
seem easily attainable.
Places are limited, so sign up today!
Cam Parker has also created some fantastic videos which will encapsulate his advice in short bursts! Watch here:


Introduction to GCSEPod https://youtu.be/bc1-QjhVG7c



Motivation https://youtu.be/JdiGHjcs4tw



Action over Anxiety https://youtu.be/e8r0CuAU_qY

Parent Resources
For more information on how to support your child with their GCSE’s and using GCSEPod, please follow the below link. There is also a helpful Introduction to GCSEPod video.
https://www.gcsepod.com/parent-resources/

PSHE—Personal, Social and Health Education
You have been sent this message earlier today and I encourage all parents and carers of Year 7—Year 11
to watch this video from myself and Mrs Joseph, PSHE Coordinator. It provides you with information
on the content and delivery of our Personal, Social and Health Education curriculum here at Wellsway.
Please click here to view https://youtu.be/pwpLwkHdCsQ approx. 12 minutes long
Mr Ive, Acting Assistant Principal-Student Support

Firework Safety
This week we received the below message from
Avon Fire & Rescue asking us to pass on to our
families. I'm sure many of you have opted for a
private event at home over the weekend and
hope you have an enjoyable and safe bonfire
night
To ensure our community’s safety, please find attached our Bonfire Night flyer detailing how to stay safe during the festivities. We ask that you please support us in
reaching as many people as possible across the Avon area by forwarding this flyer
to your school’s family and stakeholders social media groups. We have also created this fun but really important fire work safety message with Fido the firedog!
aimed at children but great for all ages to watch making sure children stay safe
within our communities this Bonfire night.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sm8s2vIcpqI&t=106s.
As well as this, please be aware that there is further safety information on the following links
https://avonfire.gov.uk/safety-advice/events-and-celebrations/fireworks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Y0NMZtatew
Best wishes, stay safe from @AvonFireRescue

