Message from the Principal

Issue 969: 23rd October 2020

There were seven weeks of relative calm and then every day seemed to bring something new on the coronavirus front. Dealing with cases, and generally doing so out-of-hours, then having to wait for advice from
what is becoming an increasingly busy team at the DfE and South West Health Protection Team, and then
needing to act as promptly as possible, does certainly bring its challenges. What has made a real difference
to dealing with these cases has been the mature response from students and support from parents.
As previously communicated, there is a button on the website to inform us of a positive test. This button
opens up an email that is sent to covid@wellswayschool.com. Please can we ask parents to write to us
about any confirmed positive cases. As well as giving as much detail as you can, please can you also include
the date symptoms started, what the symptoms were, and confirmation of the date the positive test result was received.
This email inbox will be checked at regular intervals even in the school holidays and should you contact us, someone from the school’s Senior
Leadership Team will be in touch with you to ask further questions. Even though school is closed for just over a week, it is important that we
are kept informed of any new cases so that the appropriate action can be taken. Please do not write to Insight, or enquiries@ or directly to
any child’s teachers or other staff members, as we need just one simple method to capture the necessary information. Thank you.
Face coverings
In discussions with PHE it is clear that we are all safer in our school if we all wear face coverings when moving to and from our lessons. This
also means that we limit the number of students who have to self-isolate significantly on the confirmation of a positive test result. I have
repeatedly asked parents to support the school in implementing our Covid secure procedures by checking that your child has at least one,
clean face covering with them each day.
Until now we have taken the approach of reminders to wear these if students are not doing so and only sanction students for repeated failures to follow our Covid secure guidelines or outright refusal. We have also been providing single use face coverings for anyone who has
forgotten to bring a face covering to school. This is both expensive and the environmental damage disposable face coverings pose concerns
us as a school. Furthermore, the number of students requesting masks (sometimes several times in a single day) has regrettably increased rather than decreased over the term.
Therefore, from the start of Term 3 we will be moving to providing a washable face covering for students who do not have one
with them in school. Students will be able to purchase a washable face covering for £1 and will be told to do so if they are without
one in school. Due to Covid-19, we will not be taking cash from students, but we will invoice parents for every washable face covering issued to their child. We firmly believe this measure will help reduce the number of students coming to student support having forgotten (and sometimes misplaced) masks and stop the waste linked to disposable masks. Thank you for your support.
Coats in classrooms
One of our Covid-19 mitigating measures is to increase ventilation in rooms, this means that windows in classrooms will be open
in the winter months to allow for increased ventilation. As a consequence, even with the heating on throughout the day, teaching
rooms will get colder as we go into winter. Therefore it will be at teachers’ discretion, based on the temperature in the room,
whether to allow students to wear a coat in class. Before wearing their coat, students will be expected to wear a school jumper
and their blazer, and we would also suggest wearing a plain white T-shirt or vest as an extra layer. However, students still cannot
wear hoodies or non-school jumpers in lieu of a coat and students will be asked to remove these if they are wearing them in
school and they will be confiscated.
And finally…
Thank you for your continued support in what was always going to be a very different
term. I believe it has been a successful one and it has been great to have the school
full of students and staff again. This is always one of the longest terms in the year
and, after several months away for the vast majority, this term was bound to be even
more exhausting than normal. I hope, therefore, that everyone takes the opportunity
over the next week to properly relax and recharge the batteries and I look forward to
the return on 3rd November.

Report a positive COVID-19 test

Key dates
Term 2 Begins 2nd November 2020
Inset Day 2nd November 2020

Uniform
Our school uniform is an important expression of our pride in ourselves as a school and we expect all students to be in correct uniform.
Students who are not correctly dressed in September (and during the year) will be sent home to correct their uniform or internally isolated until the issue can be resolved. We would very much appreciate your support in ensuring that your child is sent to school correctly
dressed. Teacher time spent challenging uniform distracts from our principle purpose of teaching and learning.
Summer has definitely gone. Much of this half term has seen warm weather, but it is likely to turn more wintery during Term 2 and a reminder that unless it is extremely weather students will be outside for break and lunchtime. Students need to bring a suitable coat, and
hoodie is not a coat and not permitted as part of Wellsway School Uniform. Please can you ensure that your child comes to school appropriately dressed, including a coat in the event of cold or wet weather.
Trouser styles do not include jeans, leggings and other casual styles

School shoes: Plain black formal leather flat shoes (no trainers, no ballet pump style shoes, no boots, no suede shoes, no daps and no
canvas shoes).
Jewellery: Students are not permitted to wear jewellery at school (including rings and bracelets). The exceptions to this rule are that
students may wear a single stud in each ear. Students will be required to remove any items of jewellery which contravenes this code; they
will be confiscated.
Hair: Hair must be natural coloured, shaved patterns in hair or eyebrows are not permitted.
We are very proud of our school and of our students and believe that high standards of uniform, behaviour, being properly equipped and
attending regularly give each and every one of our students the very best chance of learning well and achieving their very best. Thank you
all very much in advance of your anticipated support and understanding.
Mr S Knowles

Wellsway School Careers Hub
Sixth Form block next to room M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS
To book an appointment, ask a question or enquire about careers, email:
amillard@wellswayschool.com, or pop in Monday—Thursday 8.45am—
3pm

We are now listing all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway
School website, which you can access here.

Keeping Safe During
October Half Term
A letter was sent to all parents yesterday via
Insight, with an attachment from B&NES
with advice on what to do if you or someone you know develops symptoms of
COVID-19, which we hope you find useful.
The attachment can be found here:

Covid-19 - A quick guide for parents
and carers

The Challenge Programme
Pupils are currently being invited to join the Challenge Programme via Insight. The Challenge Programme is a series of extra-curricular
activities designed to enhance the provision for High Ability Pupils at Wellsway School. The aim is to give students the skills and motivation
to extend their learning beyond the curriculum, to inspire them to be ambitious and support them in achieving their ambitions. The
Challenge Programme is open to all pupils – for more information please look at this presentation: The Challenge Programme
Our next event is “Climate Catastrophe – the Science Behind the Headlines.” This will be on Wednesday 11th November in Mendip Hall
for Yr7 and 8 (Yr 7 pupils enter through quad and Yr 8 pupils enter through main entrance to maintain separation between bubbles) and
on Thursday 12th October in Lansdown Hall for Yr9 and 10 pupils (Yr 9 enter by L14, Yr10 enter by main Lansdown entrance). This event is
open to all pupils – just turn up.
Dr N Hambidge

Calling all Stockwood
Ward Families
One of your local Councillors, Graham Morris, is keen to see if there would be interest
in parents coming together to hire a bus to
take children to Wellsway.
Graham has recently organised a bus service with another local school and would be
happy to support parents and pupils and to
see if we could do something similar, or
extend the new service. If there is sufficient
interest we could look to extend it across
BS14.
If you are interested please contact Graham
Morris at
cllr.Graham.Morris@bristol.gov.uk

Emails sent via “Insight”
We have had a few cases of emails being
rejected by the recipient’s email provider,
particularly iCloud emails addresses. Our IT
department are looking into ways to stop
this from happening, but in the meantime
please make sure to add
Insight@wellswayschool.com to your safe
senders list .
Insight Team

IKB Entrance
We continue to have issue with students
who cycle to school from the Saltford direction. At the end of the school day, despite
best efforts of staff on duty to enforce it,
students are riding their bikes; this is damaging the turf, puts pedestrians at risk, but
most worryingly, we are witnessing students riding down the vehicular access to
IKB at speed, and coming straight onto the
busy Bath Road. In an attempt to stop this
dangerous behaviour the gates to IKB will be
closed from Tuesday 3rd November between 08.25 – 08.50 and again from 14.45 –
15.15. I apologise if this inconveniences you,
but the safety of our students is paramount.
If you child does cycle to school from Saltford, please can I ask that you reinforce the
message of cycling safely with your child.

Somerset Skills & Learning
SS&L is a fully funded education provider offering
free community learning in B&NES, both online
and offline. We are sharing this information in
case you are looking for something to do at
home with the kids this October half term?
On October 30, SS&L is running 3 x FREE online workshops for all the family.
Get involved with one (or all!) of our app-tastic digital courses, designed to help
your family use technology more creatively:




Star In Your Own Cartoon! Draw, use emojis, add your own voices and
turn the whole family into a cartoon.
Flipping Good Fun: Draw with FlipaClip – digital flip-art you can't help but
laugh at!
Movie Making – learn how to make next-level home movies with epic
special effects – all using your own phone or tablet. You could even make
your own Halloween movie!

