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Message from the Principal
It has been a delight to see students start to be able to
access specialist rooms for certain lessons this week, with
additional cleaning schedules making this possible. Students continue to be well behaved in school and respectfully waiting for their teachers to arrive.
Despite this positivity in school, it does appear that after
several months off school, a very small minority of students have forgotten
how to conduct themselves on the way to and from school. Students do need
to follow the rule of six and I ask parents and carers to reinforce at home the
need to be conscientious when on narrow pavements. If your child rides a bike
to school, then they need to so safely and wear a cycle helmet; the Bath Road
is a busy road and perhaps students have become more accustomed to much
quieter roads during the full lockdown period.
I personally went to observe student behaviour on Daps Hill after school and it
was lovely to see a couple of Yr7 boys playing pooh sticks on the bridge whilst a
small group of girls listened to music and choreographed a dance routine.
We continue to adapt and refine our operating plan. At the start of this week,
we placed a bottle of hand sanitizer in every classroom. Over this weekend we
plan to repair and decorate a set of girls’ toilets in the Maths’ Towers to add
some much needed capacity in this area.

Key dates
Virtual open evening: Please click here for
further details:
https://www.wellswayschool.com/ourschool/#admissions

Letter from Public
Health England
Please click here to view a letter from Public
Health England which we have been asked
to distribute to parents. It explains when a
person requires a coronavirus test and what
the symptoms of coronavirus are. The intention of the letter is to help prevent children being taken out of school unnecessarily and answer some of the questions parents may have around testing

Students need to wear a coat
So far this year we have been blessed with some lovely weather. The weather
looks set to turn much more autumnal and unsettled next week. Please do
ensure your child is dressed appropriately and wears a coat to school as students will be outside for their lunch and break unless the weather is exceptionally bad.
Self-Isolation
If you have been instructed to self-isolate because you are a contact of a confirmed case, or in quarantine due to return from foreign travel, then a negative
test result does not mean you can end isolation early. The virus can take time
to develop and so a test early on does not prove that you won’t go on to develop the virus. That means you could still be at risk of spreading the disease to
other people.
And finally
It was strange not to welcome prospective parents and students into the
school site last night, was due to be our Year 6 Open Evening. What we have
done instead is create a series of short videos that we hope give a flavour of
what Wellsway is really like – and it has been wonderful to see so many confident student appearances in these. May I say a really big thank you to all involved and to the staff who have been working at these behind the scenes for
the last week or so – definitely pushing some of us out of our comfort zones,
which, after all, is a lot of what learning should be!

Matthew Woodville
Principal

Reporting a positive
Covid-19 Test
To make it easier for parents to report a
positive test result out of school hours (not
the onset of symptoms, or notifying us of
the need to self-isolate) - only if your child
were to receive a positive test result - there
is now a button “Report a Positive Covid
Test” on the homepage of our website for
you to click. This will open up an email to
Covid@wellswayschool.com. This email
address will be monitored outside of school
opening hours, so that in the event of a positive test results during an evening or weekend, the school will be able to respond accordingly without any delay. I trust that parents and carers will welcome this additional
measure to ensure we are doing all we can
to keep your child, staff and the wider community safe.

PSHE Term 1

Forest School at Wellsway

Recovery
During term one, all year groups (7 to 13) are
following a recovery curriculum during PSHE
sessions to support their transition back into
school life. Themes that will be covered during
these sessions include: reflection on how they
are feeling; coping with loss and bereavement;
positives and negatives during this time; what
they have learnt and how to move forward.
Mrs L Joseph
PSHE Subject Lead

I am delighted to report that we have employed
Richard Gascoyne in an HLTA role at Wellsway. Richard is fully Forest School trained and
therefore, Wellsway will be one of the first comprehensive schools in the UK to run a Forest
School for our students. In addition to this, we
have arranged with the Woodland Trust to have 900 trees planted on the Wellsway site in the month of November. This will also include benching and the beginnings of an outdoor classroom.

Instrumental lessons

For more information on what Forest School is and its purpose, please see link
below:
https://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/
Mr C Cooke
Head of Inclusion

We are in the process of moving our instrumental teachers back into school, following
strict health and safety guidance from both
Public Health England and BANES Music
Hub. Many students are already learning
online and once it is possible, this will simply
switch back to having lessons in school. Your
instrumental teacher will be in touch to inform
you of when lessons will commence. It is likely
to be towards the end of this term. Our priority
is to get singing, piano and guitar back first so
please be patient!
Ms I McLean
Music Department

Music Extra-curricular
activities
The Music Department is desperately missing
all our activities and we are hatching plans to
ensure all our musicians and singers can still
make music together. Our intention is to rehearse in year group bubbles and therefore we
will have one-off rehearsals throughout terms 1
and 2. We are having to ensure we meet all the
requirements in terms of aerosol emissions and
space therefore it’s taking some time to work
out the logistics. Please be assured we can’t
wait to welcome our new Year 7 singers and
musicians, and all our old friends! Watch this
space and we shall also inform all students via
their Notices on Insight.
Ms I McLean
Music Department

This is a very exciting, forward thinking and innovative development and will be of
huge benefit to both our students and the wider school community.

Careers Update & Information
Wellsway School Careers Hub
Sixth form corridor next to room M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS
To book an appointment with the Careers Advisor
Email: amillard@wellswayschool.com
OR pop in Monday – Thursday, 8.45am – 3.00pm
Upcoming Events
Due to Covid restrictions and ruling all events are ‘virtual’





The University of Law are running Virtual Workshops for Year 11 – 13
students interested in pursuing a career in law/criminology/policing/
business https://www.law.ac.uk/events/
Bath College Virtual Open day Wednesday 14th October between 4pm –
7pm https://www.bathcollege.ac.uk/event/virtual-open-event/
RUH Bath have a new Careers Resources Area, a great page that signposts you to helpful websites, case studies and videos. Worth a look if
you’re interested in anything ‘NHS’ - https://www.ruh.nhs.uk/careers/
careers_resources.asp?menu_id=5d
Further information on any of the events is available in the Careers Hub
Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk OR https://
nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk
Mrs A Millard
Careers & Education Co-ordinator

Home access via
Due to the fact that students are not having as much access to the school computer rooms as they normally would, we want to remind
you that you can access your school emails and much more from home via RM Unify. From here, you can access the student drive via
Foldr, school emails via Outlook and also Insight. You can also download Office 365 which includes MS Word to use for homework. For
a more in depth guide ,including how to personalise your RM Unify home screen, please click here.
If you have any questions please get in touch via insight@wellswayschool.com

Please remember face coverings
We are now half way through the first term back and our students have adjusted to new
routines and ways of working at school really well. Initially students responded really well
when we decided that face coverings should be worn inside buildings and busy corridors; however it has become noticeable that more students are forgetting to bring
their face coverings to school and whilst we can provide spare coverings for students
we do not have an endless supply. Therefore please could we ask for your support
in ensuring that all students bring face coverings to school, particularly on days
when they have PE and wear their PE kit to school (as masks are often left in blazer
pockets).
Mr S Knowles

