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Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year

For All
7
8
9
10
11
Sixth Form

Activity

Date

Start Time and Venue

th

Newton Community Action Week

30 March 2020 Various – 1.25pm

Year 9 & 10 Challenge Event
Year 9 & 10 Challenge Event

20th March 2020
20th March 2020
26th March 4.00pm – 7.00pm Lansdown

Parent/Carer Evening

This week really has felt like business as usual and I’d like to thank parents and students for their support in responding
to the recent events in such a calm and measured way – ensuring minimal impact on students’ time with us this term.
Yesterday was a particularly busy day, not only with Year 10 Parents’ Evening, but also with us having 16 visitors in
lessons for the day – student teachers from primary schools who chose Wellsway as the school to visit to gain an
experience of secondary. This is one of the benefits of being a Teaching School, that we are able to support the
development of teachers in the profession. They were extremely complementary about what they saw and the students
who acted as tour guides and who were in lessons visited should be proud of how they represented the school.
As usual, we will be looking at the views expressed by parents after Year 10 Parent and Carers’ Evening in leadership
meetings this term – thank you to everyone who attended and for the feedback provided. As usual, it was a pleasure to
read the positive comments made and to have the chance to speak to so many parents across the evening. One of the
new questions we ask on the questionnaire is about how clear parents are about what their child is learning in school
and this is something we have been working on this academic year. Thank you to parents who responded to an earlier
Ammonite request for feedback about this - we are very conscious that this information needs to be accurate, userfriendly and easy to use in discussions at home. Parents may be aware that we have also been making some changes to
what we teach to ensure students build on knowledge and skills from primary and so materials for parents and carers
are being developed to incorporate these adjustments. Please bear with us, therefore, while we develop these materials
across the rest of this year and in the meantime, please do contact the school via enquiries@wellswayschool.com if you
have any questions or would like any more information on this.
Matthew Woodville
Principal

School News

Meet our new media team at Wellsway School. We currently
have a team of 7 students who have joined together and meet
every two weeks with Mrs Pells. The aim is to come up with
ideas on how to improve our communications within school,
promote all the fun and exciting things we do and to share and
communicate student successes both in and out of school. If
you have any stories you would like to share with us please
email communications@wellswayschool.com

Votes for Schools
As part of tutor time last week, we discussed 'Does the modern world make it harder for diseases to spread?'. Students
were made aware of evidence from both sides of the argument, encouraged to debate the topic and then decide for
themselves. During Monday's tutor time, students will have the opportunity to vote 'Yes' or 'No'. The results of this vote
will be compared with students locally and nationally (just like in a real election!).
Miss Tithecott

Green Team / Chandag Infant & Junior School Garden Working Party
The next meeting in Wellsway school garden will take place on SATURDAY 21st MARCH, from 9 am - 11 am.
The session will be supervised by Ms Stone and Tania Orgill, Forest School Coordinator. All students and their families
are welcome to come along and help continue the restoration of the garden into a Forest school; no previous experience
necessary. Please wear suitable outdoor clothing and footwear. The meeting will go ahead except in the event of extreme
weather conditions.
Mr Sage

Newton House – Community Action Week – 30 March 2020
The students of Newton House are currently planning their Community Action Week – taking
place week commencing 30th March 2020.
As part of this fundraising week, students are running a raffle, cake sales, movie screenings
and much more.
The money raised by these events will be donated to the Bath Mind - a local independent
mental health charity working across B&NES and Wiltshire. The students of Newton House
chose to support this charity to raise awareness for mental health within our school
community. Students from all houses are encourage to bring in a small amount of money in
during community action week in order to participate in the fundraising activities.
Miss Tithecott

Lost property
The following un-named items will be disposed of by the end of next week if not claimed:
•
Black/blue Animal coat 11-12 years
•
Black/grey HiGear jacket 15-16 years (initials PC on the label)
•
Blue/grey Indicode cardigan
•
Skin City bag containing trainers and girl’s PE kit
•
Blue drawstring bag containing a boys PE kit
Mrs Dursley

Sixth Form

Careers News

Rebranding of
Wellsway Sixth Form
The Sixth Form has had a
makeover!
Students and
teachers came together to
discuss plans to refresh the
look of the Sixth Form, and this
is what they came up with. We
hope students will find the
environment a calm and
inspiring place to study and
relax with friends.

Sixth Form Applications for Year 12
A quick reminder that students can still apply for a sixth form place in September 2020 by contacting us at
sixthform@wellswayschool.com.

Revision Planning
All Year 12 and Year 13 students have now been issued with printed copies of revision planners and a simple, one page
guide of revision and exam practice tips at home, to help them prepare for the upcoming exam period. Extra copies of
this, along with other resources, can also be found on the website in the exams folder here.

Challenge Cup
It is still very close at the top after the latest quiz league updates with only a few points separating the top 5! Next up
this term is the Sixth Form netball competition.

Sports
Indoor Athletics
Congratulations to Owen Garrett who recently competed in the Windsor Slough & Eton Indoor Athletics Open Meeting
and threw a new Personal Best for 3kg Shot for a distance of 8.58m. This performances has ranked him 4th in the UK
and 2nd in Wales for U13Boys. Well done Owen!
Mr Evans

Athletics
With the summer terms approaching, Bristol & West Athletics Academy would like to
invite interested Wellsway students to a number of free sessions and the opportunity to
take part in a number of competitions (click here for information on one of these). All
information and contacted details are provided, if you are interested in the free sessions please see me for a form. Please
don’t forget to share any successes with us!
Mr Evans

Sports Ambassadors lead Tag Rugby festival for Year 6 students
I had the pleasure of working with a group of Year 8 and 9 Sports Ambassadors this week who organised and ran a Tag
Rugby festival for 60 children from Saltford and Marksbury Primary schools. They spent 30 minutes coaching the children
Careers News
on basics skills including ball handling and passing before embarking on a 7- aside tournament. I was so impressed with
the calm patient approach our Sports Ambassadors demonstrated when explaining rules and tactics. They were so
positive with the Year 6 children who thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Thank you so much to everyone who
volunteered.
Mrs Burston

Assembly at Chandag Junior School
A group of 5 Sports Ambassadors led an assembly at Chandag Junior School this week. The aim of the assembly was to
inspire the Year 5 and 6 students to participate in sport. They spoke passionately about their experiences from a young
age through to the present day. They talked about the challenges they have faced, their greatest achievements and their
hopes for the future. The Sports Ambassadors had all previously attended Chandag Juniors which made the experience
even more meaningful. Well done to Abbie, Izzy, Phoebe, Rona and Nathan.
Mrs Burston

Careers
CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
‘Careers Hub’ - Sixth form corridor next to room M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS
Monday – Thursday 8.45 – 3.00
Either pop in OR Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
UPCOMING EVENTs –




Save the Date; Thursday 19th March. Bristol City Council ‘Festival of Care’; An event to learn about career
options, attend workshops and meet employers within ‘care’
University of Law – Years 10 – 13 ‘Explore law tour’ event, 18th March 4pm – 7pm. To book a place
www.law.ac.uk/events
Interested in the world of Cyber Security ? The National Cyber Security Centre are providing FREE short
courses at UWE Saturday 28th March; Trailblazers – year 8 students, 9am – 12.30pm, Adventurers – Year 9
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students 1.30pm – 5pm https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/section/education-skills/11-19-year-olds#section_3
For further information on any of the events drop into the Careers Hub

Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk OR https://nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk

PTA News
Uniform Sale
The Wellsway PTA is planning to hold a used uniform sale on a Saturday morning in
early June (date still to be confirmed).
If you have any out-grown uniform - please donate it to us! Just pop the clean clothing
into a bag with 'PTA uniform donation' written on it and hand it into student support.
(Year 11 parents, please bear us in mind when your children leave in the summer 🙂)
Thank you!
Friends of Wellsway PTA

Staff Vacancies
Exam Invigilation – Summer 2020
Wellsway School is looking to recruit extra individuals
into ourNews
invigilation team in time for this summer’s exams.
Careers
If this is something you are interested in, or if you know someone who you think would be suitable for the role, please
contact Mr J Yockney by emailing Jyockney@wellswayschool.com or telephoning 0117 986 4751 ext 1250.
The main exam season runs from Monday 11th May to Tuesday 23rd June. Morning exams require an 8am start and
afternoon exams a 1pm start. Invigilators can be flexible as to which days and exam sessions they commit to, but there
will be an expectation that they will support during the busier times during the summer season.
Training will be provided. Reference requests and a DBS check will be completed as part of the application.
Mr Yockney
For current vacancies please click here

