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Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year

For All
7
8
9
10
11
Sixth Form

Activity

Date

Start Time and Venue
th

First day of Term 4

24 Feb 8.40am

Parent/Carer Evening
DTP/MenACWY vaccinations
Parent/Carer Evening

5th March 4.00pm – 7.00pm Lansdown
26th Feb
th
12 March 4.00pm-7.00pm Lansdown

Y13 Supporting for Success Evening
Parent/Carer Evening

26th Feb 6.00pm – 6.45pm Lansdown
26 March 4.00pm – 7.00pm Lansdown
th

Students may have noticed that the corridors and classrooms are becoming much brighter around the school site we’ve been fortunate to have been able to invest in improved LED lighting that contractors have been fitting outside of
school opening hours. This does mean that we’ve had contractors working on site until 3am each morning and one of
them made a joke to me this week that we also seem to be at school late each evening - and I know some parents
probably feel they have been too!
Thank you to the Year 11 parents who came in for our Supporting for Success evening on Wednesday. I’m glad that
parents who got in touch found the tips for supporting sons and daughters at home useful - one lovely comment
thanked us for a “really helpful session at school tonight. The content of the evening and resources you gave us are
excellent and will help me to support my daughter through the coming months”. The slides for the evening are on the
website and the packs for students whose parents were unable to attend will be with tutors next term.
It was also wonderful to welcome so many Year 7 parents in last night to our Challenge Information evening and to
hear from two students who have benefitted from being part of our challenge programme and the skills and
confidence they have gained from this. Again, details for this are on the website and students who would like to get
involved are welcome to speak to their tutor about this.
I’m pleased that all the trips that have gone out this term have gone well and a big thank you to all the staff who have
taken the time to lead them. It was a pleasure to wave off the ski trip this morning and I hope the students have a
great time.
Matthew Woodville
Principal

School News
Community Action Week
All this week Compton House has been promoting the theme 'diversity
is our greatest strength' through their community action week. Lots of
students got involved to raise money for SARI, a fantastic local charity.
Well done to two members of our Media Team, Luke Beaumont and Leo
Parsons for doing the photography – they did a brilliant job!

One of the wonderful
cakes made by students.
This was made by Aalia in
Year 7
Mr Johnson in goal!

Plenty of cake sales, penalty shootout, ping pong and Candy Grams

Year 8 Parent/Carer Evening – Thursday 5th March 4.00pm-7.00pm
You are now able to book appointments, and these are filling fast. This will close for booking on Friday 28th Feb. Please
be reminded that appointments can only be made using the parental login and not the student log in. If you need a
reminder of your username please email insight@wellswayschool.com

Year 10 Parent/Carer Evening – Thursday 12th March 4.00pm-7.00pm
You will be able to book your appointments via Insight from 4.00pm on Tuesday 25 th February – 9.00am on Friday 6th
March. Please be reminded that appointments can only be made using the parental login and not the student log in. If
you need a reminder of your username please email insight@wellswayschool.com

Lost property
The following un-named items from the Sports Hall will be disposed of by the end of next week if not claimed:
 Primark floral anorak size 4
 Peacocks blue anorak size small
 Various pairs of boys’ black slip on shoes
 Various items of boys’ PE kit – shorts/sweatshirts
 IKB have a pair of boys’ black lace-ups size 5 – pick up from IKB reception
Mrs Dursley

DTP/MenACWY vaccination for all Year 9 students
You will have received an email from the Wiltshire Schools Immunisation Team regarding the DTP/MenACWY vaccination
for students in Year 9 on Wednesday 26 February. If you have not already done so please follow the link on the email
to read the information and sign the consent form. If you do not have access to an electronic device or have a query
please phone the Immunisation Team direct on 01225 838270. On the day please ensure your child has eaten breakfast
and girls are wearing a t-shirt or vest top underneath their school shirt.
Mrs Dursley
Staff Farewells
We would like to say goodbye and best wishes to Miss McNamara - Deputy Director of Humanities and Vikki TaylorResources Technician. Good Luck in your new roles.
Staff Welcome
We welcome Miss Petersen – Teacher of Religious Studies.

Sports
Sports Hall Athletics – Owen Garrett

Cross Country

Congratulations to Owen Garrett who recently
competed in the Welsh Indoor Athletics
Championships. Owen threw a personal best of 7.51
metres to win a silver medal in the competition. An
excellent achievement. Well done Owen!
Mr Evans

Congratulations to Holly Sanigar and Amy Nicholls who
recently competed in the South West Cross Country
Championships. Holly came 7th overall in the Minor Girls
competition and Amy came 20th in the Inter Girls
competition. It’s great to see our athletes competing at
such a level and look forward to the summer athletics
season.
Mr Evans

South West Schools Ski Championships – Sunday 3rd May at Gloucester Ski Centre
The above competition is available for our students to enter on Sunday 3rd May, although spaces are limited. Students
in years 7 to 13 can enter, but they must be able to ski under control. The entry fee is £20 which includes skis, poles,
boot and helmet hire (although if you have your own, you can wear your own - all competitors must wear a helmet).
There will be both individual and team prizes on the day.
If you are interested and would like to enter, please email your name and year group to Mr R Evans
(revans@wellswayschool.com) by Wednesday 26th February (places are limited, so early applications required).
Mr Evans

AVON Schools Golf association Championships - Thursday 26th March
The above competition is available for our students to enter and is open to students in all year groups. There is a limit
on entries with Boys handicap no higher than 28 and Girls no higher than 36.
If you are interested and would like to enter, please email your name, year group, handicap and which golf club you are
registered with to Mr R Evans (revans@wellswayschool.com) by Wednesday 26th February (places are limited, so early
applications required).
Mr Evans

Student achievements outside of school
We always like to celebrate the successes of the students in our school and their achievements outside of school. We
have a high number of students taking part in a huge range of activities and we would like to highlight these
achievements. In order to do this, please ask your son/daughter to inform their tutor or other member of staff, or email
me (revans@wellswayschool.com) so that we are able to recognise and celebrate these achievements.
Mr Evans

Fit for Sport back at Wellsway
Sports Centre!
Nationally recognised holiday
camp providers Fit For Sport will
be back at Wellsway this February
half term offering sports and
activities to 5-12 year olds! With a
wide range of activities including
arts and crafts, there is something
for
everyone.
Visit
www.fitforsport.co.uk to see
more information about what
they do and to book your place!

Facility Block Cards

Teen Gym

Looking for something to do this
half term? Buy a Facility Block
Card for £20 and receive 10
sessions on either the astro,
tennis courts, or in the sports hall.
Over 14s only.

Wellsway Sports Centre offer
‘Teen Gym’ every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday 3.15-4pm.
The sessions are for that age
group only, with staff on hand to
offer advice and support if
needed. £3 pay as you go, or £24
for a clock of 10. 14-16 yrs only

Music
We are delighted that both our orchestra return in Term 4. Our Junior Orchestra, open to all players of an orchestral
instrument will run on Thursdays 3.15pm-4pm in Mendip Hall (apart from Thursday 5th March due to Year 8 Parents’
Evening). Junior Orchestra will be playing Meet the Flintstones, plus a piece of music by Bizet. We’re particularly
welcoming of musicians who have instrumental lessons outside school. Any pianists who would like to get involved are
welcome to join as percussionists!
The Senior Orchestra, for Grade 3 and above, will take place every Wednesday 3.15pm-4pm in Mendip Hall. They will
be playing Star Wars: The Last Jedi.
Our Jazz Band will resume weekly rehearsals Thursday 3.15pm-4.15pm (apart from Thursday 5th March due to Year 8
Parents’ Evening) in M03.Mrs McLean

Visits
Ski Trip 2020

Careers News

Parents and carers came to wave off 50 excited
students (and staff) who left for Passo Tonale in
Italy at 8.45am this morning. Have a great time
all. We look forward to hearing your stories.
Follow this visit on Twitter
https://twitter.com/WellswaySchool

Careers News

The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair
We are delighted to be able to offer all Year 8 students the fantastic opportunity to
attend The Big Bang - the largest celebration of science, technology, engineering and
maths (STEM) for young people in the UK. Students will discover virtual reality,
medicine, marine biology, film and TV, space exploration, explosive chemistry, crimesolving, robots, computer coding, microscopic bugs, giant trucks and more. Full
details have been sent via Insight. The deadline to apply is Tuesday 25th February,
after this time we will be returning spare tickets to the organisers – don’t miss out!
Mrs Rogers

D of E silver award training weekend, 8-9th February 2020
Our 35 D of E silver participants enjoyed a full and varied training programme last weekend, led by 3 expert trainers
from Mendip Outdoor Pursuits (MOP), our activities provider. The aim was to prepare them for their forthcoming 3day expeditions on Exmoor in March and Dartmoor in April.
Day 1 was based in school, involving maps, navigation and route card planning, camp craft, practice outside in putting
up (and packing away) tents, using trangias and gas stoves. This was all excellent revision for those who completed
bronze award last year, and a steep learning curve for the handful who didn't!
Day 2 - the plan had to be modified to take account of the threat of storm Ciara, so instead of micro-navigation on top
of the Mendips, we spent the day around the Mendip ski centre, based at their newly-acquired lodge (formerly Mendip
Lodge hotel), which MOP are converting into a superb outdoor activities centre.
The programme involved more navigation skills, including orienteering outside above Lyncombe wood; fortunately,
storm Ciara was much more moderate than forecast. There were also workshops on team management and pacing,
and vital training on first aid issues, including real-life scenarios outside, giving students insights in what to do in the
event of an emergency.
As one new entrant explained to his parents at the end of day 2: "I learned a
lot - and had a lot of fun doing it!"

Sixth Form
Year 10, 11 and 12 Challenge Futures
The Challenge Futures groups are designed to help students get an
edge when later applying to the most competitive courses in the
country including the Russell Group, Oxford and Cambridge
Universities or for specialist courses such as medicine, dentistry or
veterinary science. If you have not yet joined the groups (open to
Year 10, 11 and 12) but would like to, please email
sixthform@wellswayschool.com

Sixth Form Applications for Year 12

UCAS Careers Fair

A quick reminder that students and parents/carers can
We will be taking Year 12 to this annual event on
still apply for a sixth form place in September 2020 by
Monday 9th March so that students can more fully
Careers News
contacting us at sixthform@wellswayschool.com.
understand their options post-18. Letters have been
emailed via Insight.

Year 13 – Supporting Success Evening for Parent and Carers
This event will take place on Wednesday 26th February, in Lansdown Hall from 6 – 6.45pm. Mr Bray will lead Year 13
parents and carers through the next few months leading up to the summer exams, and explore how we can all work
together to best support students during this time. Further details have been sent via Insight.
Mr Bray

Careers
CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
‘Careers Hub’ - Sixth form corridor next to room M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS
Monday – Thursday 8.45 – 3.00
Either pop in OR Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
UPCOMING EVENTs –







Bath College, half day taster workshop ‘Experience’ days during February holiday
www.bathcollege.ac.uk/experience
Access Creative College (Creative Media) – Taster day, Friday 21st February 10am – 1.30pm, head to the
website www.accesscreative.ac.uk for further information
Access Creative (Creative Media) – Open Evening Tuesday 25th February 5pm – 6.30pm
www.accesscreative.ac.uk/events
Careers News
RUH Careers Evening students year 10 and above– Tuesday 3rd March 5 – 7.30pm. You must register for this
th
event before Monday 17 February; https://march2020ruh.eventbrite.co.uk
Save the Date; Thursday 19th March. Bristol City Council ‘Festival of Care’; An event to learn about career
options, attend workshops and meet employers within ‘care’
University of Law – Years 10 – 13 ‘Explore law tour’ event, 18th March 4pm – 7pm. To book a place
www.law.ac.uk/events
2nd – 7th March National Careers Week –
Look out for additional careers information and opportunities during the week!

For further information on any of the events drop into the Careers Hub
Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk OR https://nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk

Community News
Teen Matters:- Understanding the Teenage Brain – parent / carer evening 18th March Bath College
Parents and carers of teenagers will be interested in an evening event being hosted by Bath College 6.00pm to 8.15pm
18th March.
The evening will be a chance to learn about the changes that take place in the brain as our children grow into adults and
how this affects their moods, behaviours, sleep and social skills. It will give you a chance to talk about some of the
challenges you may experience bringing up teenagers and explore some ways to help children through this period in
their life.
This event is a collaboration between the B&NES Public Health in Schools Programme and the charity Charlie Waller
Memorial Trust. Entry is by ticket only but places are available free of charge. For more information see flyer below or
to book tickets visit https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/teen-brain-matters-a-workshop-for-parents-and-carers-tickets91590171669

Careers News

Staff Vacancies
For current vacancies please click here

