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Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year

For All

7
8
9

10
11
Sixth Form

Activity

Date
th

Start Time and Venue
th

Wellsway School Christmas Concert
School Christmas Lunch
Community Action Week
Christmas Mufti Day
Early closure

16 &17 Dec
18th Dec
16th – 20th Dec
19th Dec
20th Dec

7.00pm Mendip Hall

Y9 Parents Evening
Pathways Evening (Options)

23rd Jan
6th Feb

4.00pm – 7.00pm Lansdown
6.00pm – 8.00pm
Mendip and Lansdown Hall

16th Jan
Awards 19th Dec

4.00pm – 7.00pm Lansdown
5.15pm

Year 11 Parents Evening
Year 13 Graduate Reunion
Presentation
Year 13 Internal Exams

&

13th–17th Jan

Various
N/A
Whole school closure at 1.25pm

Various, Sports Centre

I know many Year 11 and 13 students have had their heads fully in either preparation for internal exams next term or
in feedback and improving their internal exams from earlier this term, but there have also been a number of
opportunities for students to get involved with some seasonal festivities and enrichment activities this and next week.
Tutor groups have been creating their decorations for the annual Christmas tree decorating competition and many are
looking forward to the Christmas themed mufti day next Thursday as part of Burnett’s Community Action Week and
Year 7 were all taken to the pantomime as organised by the English department on Tuesday of this week – having a
great time by all accounts. As always, this time of year is one where we also take time to consider those in less
fortunate situations and I’m really pleased we were able to package up parcels for Help Homeless Bristol and my
thanks to Helen in Resources for coordinating and organising this.
Matthew Woodville

Principal

School News
Burnett House - Community Action Week
The students of Burnett House are currently planning their Community Action Week – taking place week commencing
16th December 2019. As part of this fundraising week, students are running a raffle, carnival style games, movie
screening and staff vs students sport fixtures. The money raised at these events will be used to improve recycling facilities
around the school to help reduce the impact of our school community on the environment. Students from all houses are
encourage to bring in a small amount of money in with them in order to participate in the fundraising activities.
Miss Tithecott

School Garden – Outdoor Learning Area
Wellsway School is involved in a unique collaboration with Chandag Infant and Junior schools to convert the senior school
garden into an Outdoor Learning Area, accessible for outdoor education to learners ranging in age from reception to
sixth form. The area will be used for Forest School sessions led by our Forest School Leader. Having recently obtained a
£3500 grant from the Ninevah Trust, the impetus is strong to have the garden “open for business” soon after Easter
2020.

Organised by Mr Sage, Wellsway’s Green team co-ordinator, and Ms Stone, Chandag Junior School and Chandag Infant
School Forest School Co-ordinator, 13 people of all ages (the youngest being 6 years old) met in the garden on
a bright Saturday morning in early December, engaged in the first phase of a significant garden
makeover. This included shovelling large volumes of compost into wheelbarrows and transporting
it to a raised bed under construction; digging out stubborn nettle and bindweed roots from the
raised bed area; coppicing hazel trees; sweeping up large numbers of fallen leaves to make
new compost; and removing large amounts of dead but vicious brambles which have built
up in one corner of the garden.
Mr Sage and Ms Stone agreed: “This was a very successful first meeting, especially given
proximity to Christmas. We would like to thank all those who gave up their time, including
Infant and Senior school pupils and parents, and 3 students from Wellsway completing their
Duke of Edinburgh silver award volunteering. A great effort and achievement!”
The next working parties to continue and build this excellent launch will be in terms 3 and 4,
exact dates to be confirmed. If you are interested in finding our more information, please
contact either Mr Sage at Wellsway School, or Ms Stone at Chandag Infants School.

Christmas Lunch
Student Christmas lunch is being served on Wednesday 18th December.

Christmas themed mufti day - Thursday 19th December
Students are encouraged to wear Christmas themed
mufti-clothes on the last Thursday of term. This could
be Santa hats, tinsel in their hair, Christmas jumpers or
just something in festive colours. The voluntary 50p
donation will go towards Burnett's Community Action
Week.
Miss Tithecott

Parent/Carer Evenings




Year 11 – Thursday 16th Jan 2020 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Appointments will be available to book via Insight from 4.00pm on Friday 13th December and will close on Friday
10th January at 9.00am
Year 9 - Thursday 23rd Jan 2020 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Appointments will be available to book via Insight from 4.00pm on Tuesday 17th December and will close on
Friday 17th January at 9.00am

Please be reminded that appointments can only be made using the parental log in therefore if you need a reminder of
your log in details please email insight@wellswayschool.com

Year 9 - Pathways Evening / Choosing options for Year 10 – Thursday 6th February 6.00pm-7.30pm
All current Year 9 students will be sent home with a letter next week with information on our Pathways Evening taking
place in February 2020. The letter will include the recommended pathway for your child for 2020-2022. We will
publish the pathways booklet onto the school website for you to view the subjects on offer and send you a link to this
via email. We strongly recommend you look through this with your child prior to the evening being held.
Subject choices are made using the parental Insight account and will be explained how to do this on the evening. We
will also send instructions out of how to enter should you not be able to attend. Please, if you have any queries
contact enquiries@wellswayschool.com

The Billy Chip
Some of you may have seen the local news recently introducing the ‘Billy Chip’. The scheme allows
people to donate hot drinks to the homeless. To find out more and to read the story behind the Billy
Chip please visit the website at http://www.billychip.com/#partners

Helping the Homeless at Christmas
Helen Neal from Wellsway School kindly asked staff to donate gifts to Help Homeless
Bristol. We have been overwhelmed by the donation of treats, toiletries, hats and
gloves, so much so that Helen and her team in resources have been busy making parcels
this week. As you know many homeless also have pets as a companion so we thought
they deserve a gift too. Help Homeless Bristol will be delivering our parcels to the homeless in Bristol this Christmas. If
anyone wishes to find out more about HHB and how you can help make a difference please visit their facebook page
here https://en-gb.facebook.com/HelpHomelessBristol/

Matthew Woodville with parcels all ready to be delivered by volunteers of HHB

Calling students who are interested in Social Media

Last big shout out to all students

Are you a social media whizz?
To help improve our presence on social media we are currently
setting up a new Media Team at Wellsway School. Our aim is to
share daily life as a student to the wider community.
Over the next few weeks we will be looking for a team of
approximately 10 students from across all years.
If this is something you would like to be involved in please
email Mrs Pells at tpells@wellswayschool.com we would love
to hear from you and have you on board.

Music & Performing Arts News
Christmas Concert – 16th and 17th December
We look forward to welcoming family and friends to our Christmas Concert on Monday and
Tuesday of next week. As ever, tickets have sold out. If anyone has purchased a ticket and no
longer requires it, please do email imclean@wellswayschool.com so we can pass on your ticket
to someone else. We will be able to provide a refund. We have a waiting list for those who
require a ticket
Ms McLean

Instrumental/Singing Lessons
If you have requested instrumental/singing lessons for your child please assume that they
will be starting in January. BANES Music Hub are currently assigning students to
teachers. You should hear from them in the first week back in January.

Music clubs finished for the term
Due to the Christmas Concert, there will be no after school Music clubs taking place next week.

Careers News

Sports
Wellsway Swimming
Wellsway once again were strongly represented at the annual Bristol Schools Gala. This gala is hugely competitive and
the swimming this year was at an amazingly high standard with over 20 schools competing from all over Bristol and Bath.
This year we had 1st places for Jude Blackmore in 50m Breaststroke narrowly missing the record by 0.4 seconds, Phoebe
Nethercott also in Breaststroke and Isobel Nethercott in 50m Freestyle. There were also good second places for Poppy
Isom in 50 free and Isobel N in 50M Backstroke plus many other swimmers reaching finals and swimming very well. Our
relays teams competed in all the relays and we had well deserved 2nd place in both Inter and Senior Girls.
A great competition and participation from all students involved!

Thursday 5th December - A level PE visit to Bath University
On Thursday 5th December year 12 and 13 A level PE students visited Bath university where they were able to experience
laboratory fitness testing, lectures related to their course and also a tour of the facilities. It was a great experience for
all students who were able to see the possibilities of studying courses at university and what opportunities these could
lead to.

Careers News
Thursday 12th December - Oxford v Cambridge Varsity Matches
This week 45 students in years 7-9 travelled to Twickenham to watch the Oxford v Cambridge universities Varsity
Matches. The Women’s match was first and this proved to be a very close encounter, with Cambridge scoring in the last
couple of minutes to earn a 8-5 victory. The next match saw Cambridge Men’s team complete the double with a fairly
comprehensive 15-0 win over Oxford. It was a great experience for the students, who despite the rain, cheered for all
teams throughout the day and represented Wellsway in an excellent manner.

Wednesday 11th December - Sportshall athletics
On Wednesday the 11th December our year 7 and 8 students competed in the Sportshall Athletics competition. It was a
very competitive afternoon which saw a number of track and field competitions taking place. It was a great opportunity
for students to experience a different style of competition which will be developed further in the summer months with
the summer athletics season. It was great to see so many Wellsway students competing and representing the school.
Mr Evans

Sixth Form
Sixth Form – Applications for September 2020
A quick reminder to please book your 1-1 meetings, where we discuss your subject choices and ambitions in more detail,
via Insight. These meetings will take place on Thursday 9th January.
If you have yet to apply and would like to, or have any queries about the process, simply email us at
sixthform@wellswayschool.com. The full list of courses, and helpful information sheets about each subject, can be
found on our website here.

Year 13 internal Exams
These will take place from the 13-17th January, approximately 2 academic weeks away. It is important that students are
using their PDL (periods where they are not timetabled into a class) carefully and using their revision plans. Help is always
available through teachers, tutors and the student shared area where revision planners and revision help can be found.

Graduate Reunion and Awards Evening
This year’s event takes place on Thursday 19th December, with drinks and nibbles served from 5.15pm and the event
finishing around 6.45pm. This is a fantastic annual event where we welcome back ex-students for a celebration of their
time here; a great way to start off the Christmas period.

Challenge Cup Round 3 – Pantomime Round
With everyone from Yoda and Darth Vader to Ant and Dec, this year’s pantomime round provided
an…..eclectic choice of performances. From the sublime singing of Abi, to some hideous jokes
thank you to everyone who took part, both on stage and behind the scenes, for making this a lovely
event. The winners …….will be announced next week.
Mr Bray

Careers
CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
‘Careers Hub’ - Sixth form corridor next to room M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS
Monday – Thursday 8.45 – 3.00
Either pop in OR Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
Wednesday Lunchtime Employer Pop-Up sessions
Open to all students
1.30 -2pm in the Careers Hub
Drop in on the day
UPCOMING EVENTs –




Careers News

Looking at a career in law ? – Burges Salmon are holding Law Information Days; Year 11 students 18.02.20,
Year 12 & 13 students 20.02.20. For further information email corporate.resp@burges-salmon.com
Bath College, half day taster workshop ‘Experience’ days during February holiday
www.bathcollege.ac.uk/experience
Save the Date; Thursday 19th March. Bristol City Council ‘Festival of Care’; An event to learn about career
options, attend workshops and meet employers within ‘care’
Drop into the Careers Hub for further information on any of the events.

Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk OR https://nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk

PTA News
Support our PTA whilst doing Christmas shopping!
Please support Friends of Wellsway PTA by doing your Christmas
shopping via Easyfundraising.org.uk
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your
weekly shop to your annual holiday - you could be collecting free
donations for Friends of Wellsway PTA?
There are over 3,000 online retailers ready to make a donation,
including Amazon, eBay, John Lewis, Argos, Expedia and Tesco – and it doesn't cost you a penny!
Just follow these 3 easy steps:
1. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wellswayschool/ and join as a supporter.
2. Search for your online retailer on the Easyfundraising site and click on the retailer’s link provided.
3. Do your shop as normal and after you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to us for no extra cost
whatsoever!

There are no catches or hidden charges and we’d be really grateful for your donations.
Thank you, and please encourage family and friends to sign up too!

Community News
Wacky World Coming to Wellsway!
On Saturday 21st December Wellsway Sports Centre will
host Wacky World for a day of inflatable fun! The nationally
renowned company will be joining us with their inflatable
total wipeout, assault courses, gladiator duels and more!
Suitable for all ages.

Tickets are on sale here:
https://www.wackyworld.co.uk/collections/events/products/bristol-21st-december
Mrs Gaiger

Staff Vacancies
For current vacancies please click here

