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Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year

For All

7
8
9
10
11
Sixth Form

Activity

Date
th

Start Time and Venue

Keynsham Winter Festival Performance
Bristol Schools Swimming Gala
Wellsway School Christmas Concert
Pantomime Trip

29 Nov
5th Dec
16th&17th Dec
10th Dec

The Space, Keynsham High St
Bath Leisure Centre
7pm Mendip Hall
Bristol Hippodrome

Sports Science Support in Action
Y13 Graduate Reunion & Awards Presentation
Y13 Internal Exams

5th Dec

University of Bath

13th–17th Jan

Various, Sports Centre

This week has been another busy one, with Year 11 finishing their internal and external exams with virtually exemplary
conduct and Year 13 beginning to prepare for their internal exams in Term 3 and Year 12 and 13 Parents’ Evening last
night. It was a pleasure to welcome so many parents in to Parents’ Evening and hear such productive conversations
and especially to be told quite how many of our Year 12s were expressing how much they are enjoying their sixth form
studies. It was interesting to have a number of teachers feed back to me at the end of the evening that there were a lot
of Year 12 students who said they were surprised at just how different Year 12 feels to Year 11 – not just the obvious
things like not having a uniform, having a dedicated sixth form centre and far greater independence, but also the
experience of studying in smaller class sizes where every student has consciously chosen the subject and the quality of
the discussions in lessons as a result of this. There were a lot of students who spoke to staff about how the lessons
themselves had greater freedom to explore topics in much greater depth than at GCSE – so well done to all our sixth
formers who are contributing to lessons in such a positive way.
There have also been a number of enrichment opportunities students have been involved in, such as a live
broadcasting by the Royal Shakespeare Company; a Challenge Event for students to explore what being successful
really means and a number of sporting fixtures and competitions – not all of which were rained off! And finally, a
massive good luck to all those involved in the dance event in Keynsham Winter Festival tonight!
Matthew Woodville

Principal

School News
Keynsham Winter Festival – Today!
Wellsway School are very excited to be performing at Keynsham
Winter Festival, in The Space in Keynsham, today! We have over
50 students performing in 16 dances, showcasing the
exceptional talent we have at Wellsway. The students have
been working exceptionally hard in extra-curricular dance
clubs to ensure their dances are ready for this amazing
performance. This will be the first time students from Wellsway
will be performing at this event and everyone involved is very
excited, please feel free to come along and support all of the
students involved.
Miss Randall

RSC Live Broadcast
Our Rising Stars students watched the live broadcast of Shakespeare's Play, The Taming of the Shrew, on Wednesday
this week. We were one of thousands of schools to

watch it from across the country. The play was cleverly directed to reflect a matriarchal society, changing the original
character roles which definitely challenged our thinking once or twice! Rising Stars have been investigating into
Shakespeare's work for the past two terms so it's been great to have the opportunity to see some exciting performances.
Miss Mondair

D of E silver award registration
meeting next week
A final reminder of the important
silver award registration meeting
next Tuesday 3rd December.
Room M19, straight after school
until 5pm (or earlier if you work
quickly).
Mr Sage

Green team / Chandag Infants
school garden working party
This email is to confirm the garden
working party on Saturday 7th
December, 8.45 - 11.45am, in the
school garden.
The work will be supervised by
myself and Ms Stone from Chandag
Infants School.
All Green team members and
family members (mums, dads,
brothers & sisters, etc.) are warmly
welcomed.
Please wear suitable clothing and
footwear. The meeting is weather
dependent. I will email all
participants at 8am on the day of
the working party if I decide the
weather is unsuitable to carry out
the work.
Mr Sage

Music & Performing Arts News

Christmas Concert
Tickets for the Christmas Concert are selling fast! The final tickets will be released on Saturday 30th November and are
open for anyone to purchase. https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school
Ms McLean

Bath Philharmonic Concert
Thanks to everyone who requested tickets for Bath Philharmonic Concert on Thursday 5 th December. Everyone who
applied for tickets has been allocated the number they requested. You will be able to pick up your tickets at the box
office at Bath Forums on Thursday 5th December before 7.15pm. The concert starts at 7.30pm. Further details
regarding the concert can be found here http://www.bathphil.co.uk/events/lauren-zhang-plays-rachmaninov
Ms McLean

Drama Production Rehearsals

Careers News

All cast are needed for rehearsal on Tuesday 3rd December 3.15 - 4.30. If you have not handed in a shirt yet please make
sure you bring it to this rehearsal. There is also a rehearsal on Wednesday 4th December 3.15-4.30 for all named
characters.
Miss Coles

Sixth Form
Sixth Form – Applications for September 2020
The next stage of the application process is the 1-1 meetings where we discuss your subject choices and ambitions in
more detail. These meetings will take place on Thursday 9th January, and applicants will be able to book an appointment
shortly. Further details of how to book your slot will follow via Insight next week.
If you have yet to apply and would like to, simply log in to Insight and select - General – Options offer – and then click on
the blue puzzle icon by each subject. Please remember that you will be able to change your options at a later date. The
full list of courses, and helpful information sheets about each subject, can be found on our website here.
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact us at sixthform@wellswayschool.com

Year 12/13 Parents Evening
Thank you to all of those who came to this event last night. It was great to see such a wonderful turn-out, we hope you
found the event useful.

Year 13 Internal Exams

Careers News

These will take place from the 13-17th January, approximately 4 academic weeks away. It is important that students are
using their PDL (periods where they are not timetabled into a class) carefully and planning their revision in preparation
for this. Help is always available through teachers, tutors and the student shared area where revision planners and
revision help can be found.

Year 13 Graduate Reunion and Awards Presentation
The Year 13 reunion event this year be held on Thursday 19 th December, with drinks and nibbles served from 5.15pm,
and invites have been sent by email.
This is a fantastic annual event where we welcome back this year’s leavers for a celebration of our ex-students time
here, the presentation of their very hard-earned qualification certificates and some special awards; a great way to start
off the Christmas period.
Mr Bray

Careers
CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
‘Careers Hub’ - Sixth form corridor next to room M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS
Monday – Thursday 8.45 – 3.00
Either pop in OR Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
Wednesday Lunchtime Employer Pop-Up sessions
1.30 -2pm, Careers Hub
Drop in on the day,
DATE
EMPLOYER
SPECIALISM
Careers
News
11.12.19
BATHNES Council
Working within the council; BATHNES are committed to
increasing the number of apprenticeships offered,
occupations include; business administration to civil
engineering, MOT mechanics, paralegals, town planning,
project management, accounting, social work, digital
media, HGV drivers, there really is an opportunity to suit
everyone.
UPCOMING EVENTs –





Access Creative – Creative Media College (Music, Games, Media, Events) Open Day Saturday 30th November
www.accesscreative.ac.uk/events
Are you in year 11 – 13, interested in Dentistry ? London School of Dentistry are running a 2 day taster
course 11.01.12 – 12.01.20 at University of East London (Stratford). There is a cost of £120 for both days
www.londonschoolofdendistry.co.uk
Bath College, half day taster workshop ‘Experience’ days during February holiday
www.bathcollege.ac.uk/experience
Drop into the Careers Hub for further information on any of the events.

Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk OR https://nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk

Year 9 – Choosing options for Year 10
As part of our commitment to ensure that students are able to make informed choices about their GCSE options, all Year
9 students will next week receive some extra advice and guidance. They will have a session with an independent Careers
Adviser, a member of SLT to talk through subject choices at Wellsway and also complete an online careers activity.
Mr Bray

Contribute to a major new study – what do young people think
about the future?
Chance to win Amazon vouchers, iPads/tablets and Bluetooth
headphones!
We have been contacted by the charity Education and Employer, who
undertake extensive research into the impact on young people of interacting with the world of work.
They have invited 14 – 18 year olds at Wellsway to participate in ground-breaking research to find out more about the
issues that matter most to young people, their career aspirations and concerns about the future. The findings will be
published in a report entitled “Facing the Future” (More details here). Those who complete the survey will be entered
into a prize draw, prizes which include Amazon vouchers, iPads/tablets and Bluetooth headphones!
Click here for the survey

PTA News
We are delighted to announce that the PTA has recently purchased
over 100 seats and 15 tables for the Glastonbury Hall! The aim of
these is to provide a much-needed additional dining area in order
relieve crowding at lunch times.

Community News
Wacky World Coming to Wellsway!
On Saturday 21st December Wellsway Sports Centre will host
Wacky World for a day of inflatable fun! The nationally
renowned company will be joining us with their inflatable total
wipeout, assault courses, gladiator duels and more! Suitable
for all ages.

Tickets are on sale here:

https://www.wackyworld.co.uk/collections/events/products/bristol-21st-december
Mrs Gaiger

Staff Vacancies
For current vacancies please click here

