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For All
7
8
9
10
11
Sixth Form

Internal Exams
Parent / Carer Evening

18th – 26th November
28th November

Sports Hall
Lansdown Hall

It’s unusual to be in school on a Sunday, but seeing both Lansdown and Mendip so busy on Sunday’s Craft Fair was a
testament to the school’s community and I’d like to express my thanks to all involved in organising such a key event
that not only gives a great opportunity to support local and independent businesses, but also raises a significant
contribution that is put towards improving and enriching our school’s offer.
It was a humbling sight on Monday to see the whole school come together to observe the two minute silence at
11am. Addressing the school community on an occasion like this can be daunting and so I was particularly impressed
by the confident delivery given by our Head Students Josh and Ella and the playing of the Last Post by Tom, our
Performing and Visual Arts Officer. I had a great number of staff comment how respectfully the student body
responded to this coming together and it was good to see many of our curriculum teams also mark this day with
activities designed to explore how Remembrance Day remains significant to all of us today.
Matthew Woodville

Principal

School News

Remembrance Day – Monday 11th November
We held a whole school 2-minute silence on Monday to mark Remembrance Day.

Meet Yogi
As he is so beautifully dressed for the occasion this week I
thought it was about time we acknowledged ‘Yogi’. He is most
definitely a local landmark in Keynsham, especially to the local
residents.
I had the pleasure of meeting Yogi’s owner today, Mr Sam
Walker, who along with his wife Iris have enjoyed dressing him
for various occasions’ over the last 5 years.
It all started when Mr Walker started chopping his tree down
when someone suggested popping a dickie bow on him and it
went from there. Keep a look out as over the next couple of
weeks he will be in a new outfit. I wonder what it will be ?
Mrs Pells
Homework Club
Please be reminded that homework club runs
every Monday to Thursday after school (3.104.00pm) in the Library.
Mrs Francis

Community Action Week
Students in Burnett house will soon begin planning a
variety of fundraising events for Community Action
Week; this is planned to take place in the week
beginning Monday 16 December 2019. The focus will
be respect for our environment and the funds raised
will go towards developing new facilities around the
school to reduce litter and improve opportunities for
recycling.
Mr Knowles

D of E, Bronze & Silver Award
Many thanks to those who have handed in their completed programme planners. Most of them are excellent and
meet D of E requirements. However, please note that activities such as cooking at home (skills) or working out in the
gym (physical) must have on-going evidence to show your progress. This could be photos of recipes, food cooked; or a
weekly log of your gym workouts, signed by your gym instructor.
These must be uploaded onto your eDofE account; you will be shown how do this in due course. Also you must ask
your assessors in advance whether they can assess you; dozens of you are writing to Mr Bye for cooking - he certainly
can't assess all of you! If you haven't asked him, he'll probably say he can't because he is up to his limit. Don't forget
you can ask a neighbour who works in the food industry, a friend of the family who is a baker, etc.
If you haven't been able to send me you programme planner by next Monday 18th November, please do not send it
but make sure you bring it along to your first meeting (either a hard copy, or on your phone).
The next important step is your eDofE registration meeting. You should all know when these are. I will send out a
reminder at the end of next week.
Mr Sage

Book Buzz Scheme
This week, year 7 and 8 students have been lucky enough to receive their brand new books, through the Book Buzz
scheme. Students can enjoy these books: at the start of their English lessons as part of their ten minute reading time;
in the library at break and lunch times, getting involved with the Book Buzz activities; and by reading their books at
home, independently or with an adult. A wonderful opportunity for our students to develop skills and read for
pleasure!
Miss Kurton

School Visits

Battlefields Trip 2019
Amazing write up from three year 9 students who enjoyed the recent
Battlefields visit.
On the 25th of October, Year 9 students set off very early in the dark to go to
Ypres, Belgium for the Battlefields Trip. We finally arrived at Vimy Ridge, our
first destination, where we could see the shell craters and trench lines, many
areas were closed off, because there could have been unexploded bombs
below. We then travelled to our next destination and on the way we saw
cemetery after cemetery, for soldiers in WW1. We then arrived at Notre
Dame de Lorette, a massive French memorial and this was the first mass
cemetery we visited. It was shocking to realise how many people died in the
Nord-Pas-De-Calais region, totalling a staggering 579,606. We then went to
Careers
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Wellington Quarry - an old quarry the British army used
to get
closer to the
German lines – we spent time underground on an audio tour walking
through the quarry. At the end of the day we arrived at our accommodation
at Ypres Lodge, with chicken and chips for dinner in Ypres.
The next day was a very early start and full of sightseeing. We went to 6 different places, Sunken Lane, Newfoundland
Memorial Park, Auchonvillers, Ulster Tower, Lochnager Crater and Thiepval Memorial to the missing. In
Auchonvilliers, Sophia was able to dress as a WWI soldier, complete with a rifle! Our highlight of the day was the
Thiepval Memorial, we had the chance to look around and try and find fallen soldiers’ surnames that were the same
as ours. This British memorial of those who have no known grave totals 72,337 names. After that we went to ‘Ocean
Villas’ to have dinner, the food was fantastic!
On the final day, we went into Ypres and visited the Menin Gate which is for the soldiers who died in Ypres and
surrounding areas. After that we went chocolate shopping and bought far too much chocolate! We moved onto
Bayernwald and saw a preserved German trench system, giving us the chance to see what conditions would have
been like. We then went to Langemark – a German memorial which has 44,000 dead bodies buried a mass grave. It
was just a bit bigger than a football pitch - tiny compared to the size of the other memorials we had visited. Finally,
we went to Tyne Cot - the largest British memorial from the First World War. It has 11,965 dead bodies, of which
8,369 are unknown. It was here we laid a wreath, read three poems and we had a minute’s silence for those who
sacrificed their lives for our today. We then departed, tired, but having had a brilliant experience for Wellsway School.
By Laila, Ellen Brock and Harry Condon

Last big shout out to all students

Are you a social media whizz?
To help improve our presence on social media we are
currently setting up a new Media Team at Wellsway
School. Our aim is to share daily life as a student to the
wider community.
Over the next few weeks we will be looking for a team of
approximately 10 students from across all years.
If this is something you would like to be involved in please
email Mrs Pells at tpells@wellswayschool.com we would
love to hear from you and have you on board.

Are you a social media whizz?

Save the date – Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
We are very excited to be organising a concert trip to see Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra performing Music from
the Movies at Bath Forum on the evening of Friday March 27th. This visit will be open to all students. Further
information will be posted on Insight next week.
Ms Mclean

Music & Performing Arts News
Lord of the Flies Drama Production

Rehearsal - The next rehearsal for Lord of the Flies is Tuesday 19th November from 3.15pm - 4.30pm all named
characters and the Tribe Leaders will be needed. We will be rehearsing page 58-69, and will then be doing a run of Act
1 so please ensure you have read through the script in preparation for the rehearsal. The following characters will be
needed to stay until 5: Jack, Ralph, Maurice, Piggy, Roger, Bill, Sam, Eric and Tribe Leaders. There will also be a
rehearsal on Wednesday 20th November 3.15pm - 4.30pm for all named characters and a couple of Tribe Leaders who
will be notified via insight. We will be rehearsing page 70-88.

Your school production needs you!
Once again we are in need of some help for our School Production. We
need help designing and creating the set for our production of Lord of the
Flies. We would like to turn Mendip Hall in to an Island with palm trees, a
shipwreck, rocks, boulders, ropes, barrels, nets, shells and vines. We
would be really grateful for any help you could offer us, if you are able to
help Careers
us
in
way
please
contact
Miss
Coles:
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rcoles@wellswayschool.com.
Miss Coles

Christmas Concert
Rehearsals are in full swing for our Christmas Concert which will take place on 16th and 17th December. Please check
the school website for information regarding clubs which take place. A reminder that orchestra and jazz band will
both run every week on Thursdays. There will be an announcement in The Ammonite next week regarding how to
purchase tickets. Watch this space…
Ms Mclean

Free tickets!
Bath Sinfonia have kindly offered free tickets to Wellsway Students and their families for their concert in Bath Forum on
Thursday 5th December. This is not a school visit but if you would like free tickets, please contact
imclean@wellswayschool.com stating the number of adult and concession tickets you would like. It’s a wonderful
programme including Mussorgsky’s Night on a Bare Mountain, Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No.3 and Anna Clyne’s,
Night Ferry.

Learning an instrument
It’s time to sign up for learning an instrument in January! We use B&NES Music Hub as our provider of teachers. We
have over 100 students currently learning an instrument, many of whom started at Wellsway School. If your child would
like to learn an instrument, you need to complete the following form https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wellsway
Learning an instrument can be a transformative experience. You can hire instruments at a small cost (approx. £20) from
the Music Hub. We’d particularly like to encourage students to consider orchestra and jazz instruments which enables
them to join bands. If you wish to discuss this further please contact Ms McLean, imclean@wellswayschool.com
Ms McLean

Sixth Form
Sixth Form – Applications for September 2020
Thank you to those of you that already have applied, it has been great to see such a fantastic response.
If you have yet to apply simply log in to Insight and select - General – Options offer – and then click on the blue puzzle
icon by each subject. Please remember that you will be able to change your options at a later date.
The full list of courses, and helpful information sheets about each subject, can be found on our website here.
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact us at sixthform@wellswayschool.com

Year 12/13 Parents Evening
The Parents' Evening for Years 12 and 13 will take place on Thursday 28 th November from 4:00pm to 7:00pm in the
Lansdown Building. Parents should have made appointments using the Insight Parent Portal (which can be accessed by
following the link on the school website).
If students have any lessons at either SBL or IKB, those appointments should be made by students directly with their
teacher.

Sport
B&NES Cross-country championships
On Monday 11th November we entered the B&NES Cross-country championships which were held at Kingswood
school. It was a great afternoon with all Wellsway students competing very well. The following students have qualified
to represent B&NES in the Avon Championships. The place they finished in their category is in brackets. Holly Sanigar
(1st), Bella Sanigar (8th), Amy Nicholls (2nd), Joss Lynden (3rd) and Harry Williams (6th).
Well done to all competitors who took part and represented the school!
Mr Evans

Under 14 football v Churchill Academy (Somerset Cup)
On Thursday 14th November, the year 9 football team travelled to Churchill Academy in the first round of the
Somerset Cup. It was the home team who broke the deadlock, however this was quickly equalised through a Joel
McGregor strike. Shortly after Isaac Stevens-Wong added to the score to take a 1-2 lead. Unfortunately, Wellsway
could not stop a long distance strike just before half time which equalled the score at 2-2. The second half saw
Churchill continue the momentum and scored two early
goalsNews
in the second half. However, Wellsway had not given up
Careers
and clawed a third goal from Theo Lynden. With 5 minutes remaining Wellsway increased the temp of the game and
the pressure on the Churchill goal and were rewarded with another goal from Joel to equalise the score yet again. With
only two minutes left, Wellsway pulled together and scored an excellent goal (and Theo’s second) to take the lead and
eventually the win. An excellent performance from the whole team! Final score: Churchill Academy 4 - 5 Wellsway
School. Man of the match: Alex Hodges.
Mr Evans
Invasion Games Festival
On Wednesday Wellsway hosted an Invasion Games Festival for over 180 children from 4 of our local primary schools.
The festival was planned, organised and run by 36 Sports Ambassadors from Year 8 and 9. The Year 9 students ran 10
minute sessions on a wide range of activities including pop lacrosse, uni hoc and basketball. They delivered these
sessions with confidence, adapting them when necessary, and always ensuring they were fun. It was the Year 8's first
volunteering opportunity as Sports Ambassadors and I could sense some of them were nervous as the primary children
arrived. They each planned and led a warm-up for a group of 10 children who they then remained with throughout the
afternoon. I was so proud watching them working with the children: they made a real effort to learn their names and
helped them to improve their skills. Well done to everyone involved.
Mrs Burston

WMAT News

Careers News

PTA News
A huge thank you to our volunteers for helping out at the Craft Fair on Sunday - we couldn’t have run it
without you. With well over 1200 visitors, the event was one of our most successful yet; earning us just
short of £4000 pounds in total! Special thanks also goes to Kate Bull who organised the fair this year.
Congratulations to our Bake Off winners: Isobel Sandrey and Bella Sanigar for their fabulous cakes!

Careers
CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
Careers Hub’ - Sixth form corridor next to M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS
Monday – Thursday 8.45 – 3.00
Either pop in OR Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
Wednesday Lunchtime Employer Pop-Up sessions
Drop in on the day
1.30 -2pm, Careers Hub
DATE
06.11.19

EMPLOYER
Care South

13.11.19

Avon Construction Training
*Change of guest speaker
Future Elite Sports
*Sixth form students only

20.11.19

27.11.19

Creative Access

04.12.19
11.12.19

TBC
BATHNES Council

SPECIALISM
Working within the Health & Social Care Industry –a leading
provider of high quality residential and home care across
theNews
south of England.
Careers
Careers and training within construction
Sports scholarships in America
Post 18 Access to football academies in the UK
Sporting Gap years in Australia & New Zealand
Creative Media;
Gaming- Games development, Games Art, Games
technology
Media – Creative Media (Film, Video, Photography)
Music – Production,
Working within the council; BATHNES are committed to
increasing the number of apprenticeships offered,
occupations include; business administration to civil
engineering, MOT mechanics, paralegals, town planning,
project management, accounting, social work, digital
media, HGV drivers, there really is an opportunity to suit
everyone.

UPCOMING EVENTs –
 Access Creative – Creative Media College (Music, Games, Media, Events) Open Day Saturday 30th November
www.accesscreative.ac.uk/events
 OnSite Bristol – Construction. Apprenticeships Open Day Wednesday 27th November 5 – 7.30pm
www.onsitebristol.co.uk
 Are you in year 11 – 13, interested in Dentistry? London School of Dentistry are running a 2 day taster
course 11.01.12 – 12.01.20 at University of East London (Stratford). There is a cost of £120 for both days
www.londonschoolofdendistry.co.uk
Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk OR https://nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk

A huge thank you to our volunteers for helping out at the Craft Fair on Sunday - we couldn’t have run it
without you. With well over 1200 visitors, the event was one of our most successful yet; earning us just
short of £4000 pounds in total! Special thanks also goes to Kate Bull who organised the fair this year.

Community News

Wacky World Coming to Wellsway!
On Saturday 21st December Wellsway Sports Centre will host
Wacky World for a day of inflatable fun! The nationally
renowned company will be joining us with their inflatable total
wipeout, assault courses, gladiator duels and more! Suitable
for all ages.

Tickets are on sale here:

https://www.wackyworld.co.uk/collections/events/products/bristol-21st-december
Mrs Gaiger

Staff Vacancies

For current vacancies please click here

