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Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year

For All
7
8
9
10
11
Sixth Form

Activity

Date

Start Time and Venue

Parents & Students Meet the Tutor
Parents Numeracy & Literacy Evening

12th September
3rd October

3.15pm-5.00pm Tutor Rooms
6.00pm-7.00pm Lansdown Hall

Year 12 Parents Meet the Tutor

12th September

3.45pm – 4.45pm Lansdown Hall

I would like to start the first Ammonite of the year with a big welcome to students, parents, carers and staff who are
joining our school community. We have had a very successful and busy week, which for staff started with two successful
days of training covering a wide variety of areas, including first aid and sessions led by CAMHS on supporting student
positive mental health. The third day of term at Wednesday is always a very special day, with only Year 7 and Year 12 on
site – it was an absolute pleasure to welcome our new students and to talk to them across the day as they had full run
of the school completing various team building and orienteering challenges. Thursday was then almost back to normal,
and it was great to have Years 8-11 and 13 back in and see them taking our new students under their wing in terms of
helping students new to Wellsway find their classes. I am sure many students will welcome returning to the routine and
structure of the school day and hope that they have been returning home feeling positive about the year ahead.
Many of you may have seen that we were on Sky News on GCSE Results Day and I’m sure you can imagine how pleased
we were that last year’s Year 11s has such a great set of results to celebrate. As I told the new Year 7s when I welcomed
them on Wednesday, those successes and celebrations were only possible because of the hard work of students and the
dedication of staff – as well as the support we are lucky to have from parents. I also emphasised to the Year 7s that when
we talk about success at Wellsway, we mean success in its every form, whether that be getting involved in extracurricular opportunities; representing the school in events such as Open Evening or personal successes such as
overcoming fears or making new friendships.
I look forward to meeting parents and carers of Year 7 and 12s at our Meet the Tutor event next Thursday, which we
deliberately hold early in Term 1 to ease the transition to students’ next stage in their school career. I’m also excited
about what the year ahead will bring after the success of Ofsted last June, as we further improve our extra-curricular
offer, such as introducing Ten Tors, and continue to develop and grow as a Trust, building in more opportunities for staff
collaboration and students to work with other students across our family of schools.
Matthew Woodville

Principal

School News for Year 7 Parents and Carers
Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening – Thursday 12th September 2019
Please look out for a letter that has been sent home with your child inviting you to our Year 7 ‘Meet the Tutor Evening’.
The evening will run from 3.15pm – 5.00pm. During this meeting you will be able to ask any questions that you may
have. I would like to encourage you to attend the evening because it offers the opportunity to build a solid
relationship and understanding with your child’s tutor and I recommend that your child attends the scheduled
appointment with you. Each appointment will last about 15 minutes and take place in your child’s tutor room. We will
also have a desk in the Sixth Form Common Room for any Insight queries you may have and you will also have the
opportunity to meet Mr Cooke, Director of Inclusion.

Y7 Insight – Parent Portal
At the evening above we will be issuing letters introducing you to Insight. Insight is our parent portal and gives you
access to information about your child’s attendance, timetable, homework and progress. It’s a great on line system
which can be viewed via a PC, laptop or smartphone.
If your year 7 child currently has an older sibling at Wellsway there is no need to do anything as your parental account
username and password for Insight will remain the same. Next time you log in you will notice that your Year 7 child
has been linked automatically to their older sibling. To check this, you will need to click onto the down arrow next to
the photograph to flick between each child. Please note that siblings will not have access to each other.

Year 7 Numeracy and Literacy Evening – 3rd October
You will also receive a letter next week inviting you to our ‘Numeracy and Literacy Evening’ We really encourage you to
attend. There will be a presentation by English and mathematics teachers in which they will provide essential
information about how we teach and assess literacy and numeracy. Advice will be given about supporting your child
with his or her learning. This will include guidance relating to work completed independently as part of homework
activities.

Sixth Form
GCSE and A Level Results
Any uncollected GCSE & A Level Results are now held at Main Reception. Please bring in ID when you collect them.

Meet the Tutor Event
A quick reminder that our Year 12 ‘Meet the Tutor’ event will start from 3.45pm on Thursday 12 th September.
This event supports our Year 12 students in adapting and settling into life at Wellsway and is a great opportunity to
meet this key contact and start to build solid and supportive relationships. The event will finish at approximately
4.45pm and all students/parents have been sent an invite via Insight. Please arrive Lansdown Foyer from 3.45pm to
sign in with our Head Student Team.

Year 12 Induction into Sixth Form
It has been an excellent start to the new academic term with a great buzz in the air!
This week students have started to settle in with a series of ‘icebreakers’ with each other and their new sixth form
team to help them settle into sixth form life. Yesterday they met some fantastic ex-students who came in to talk with
them about their experiences both at Wellsway and their beyond Sixth Form, with a series of top tips to help them get
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off to a flying start.
Special thanks to Alice Marks, Jack Tweedie, Luke Hardwick, Becky Masters and Callum Bishop for coming in.

Music News
Instrumental lessons
Aside from Brass lessons, which will start on Friday 13th September, all instrumental
lessons will commence the week commencing Monday 16th September.
BANES Music Hub will probably contact you with the day and start time the teacher begins their teaching at
Wellsway. However, we will send a more detailed timetable which will give the specific time of lessons. All timetables
will also be up on the Instrumental Board by the Performing Arts office next to Mendip Stage. We hope to have all
timetables sent out to students, and parents, by the end of next week. It’s a complicated process with our
instrumental teachers juggling a number of different schools so please be patient!

Concert opportunity
On Saturday 12th October we are offering 45 students the chance to attend a concert by National Youth Jazz
Orchestra. All those students who took part in the Summer Concert will be contacted on Insight with further
information. It’s a fabulous opportunity and always inspires.
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We are looking forward to starting numerous extra-curricular activities over the next few weeks. Next week the
following groups will be taking place:

Monday Lunchtime
 Piano Club, open to all people who have piano lessons. A chance to share what we’re playing and have a go
on our grade piano in M03.
 Ukulele Club will take place in Q03
Tuesday Lunchtime
 Year 7 choir run by our 6th formers in M03. Open to any Year 7 student.
Tuesday and Wednesday Lunchtime
 Soundtrap Club in Q03. Creating beats on computer. Currently open to all Years 8 and 9. Once Year 7 have
their log ins they can join us!
Thursday Lunchtime
 Sing and Eat! In M31, the Drama Studio. Come and meet fellow vocalists. Open to all years, bring your
packed lunch or join us after you’ve had your lunch.
Friday Lunchtime
 Folk Group in M03. Open to all acoustic players such as flutes, violins and guitars, run by our Year 10
musicians.

Orchestra and Senior Orchestra will commence Wednesday 18th September 3.15pm-4.45pm. Please contact Ms
McLean imclean@wellswayschool.com if you have any questions.

Sport
Equestrian Volunteers
We have been very fortunate in recent years to enter into a number of equestrian competitions. This was possible as a
parent/carer very kindly offered to run and organise the team and competitions for us. They have now left and to
enable us to continue entering these competitions, I am looking to see if anyone would like to volunteer to help? If you
are interested, please email me at revans@wellswayschool.com so that we can discuss it further.
Mr Evans

Football: Summer-Lily Robinson
Congratulations to Summer-Lily who has been appointed Captain of Swindon Town Ladies U15. She will also be
captaining the U16 team in a tournament in Barcelona later this year.
Mr Evans
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CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
‘Careers Hub’ - Sixth form corridor next to M32

Open to ALL STUDENTS
Monday – Thursday 8.45am – 3.00pm
Either pop in or Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
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Community News
Ever wanted to see first-hand, the day to day running of your local police force?
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Careers
CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
‘Careers Hub’ - Sixth form corridor next to M32

Open to ALL STUDENTS
Monday – Thursday 8.45 – 3.00
Either pop in OR Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
Wednesday Lunchtime Pop-Ups (1.30 – 2.00)
Starting again in term 1 – are there any employers or career options you would be eager to meet ?
Any thoughts or ideas please email them to me amillard@wellswayschool.com
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Staff Vacancies
For more information please go to https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers

