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Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year

Activity

Date

Start Time and Venue

For All

End of Term 3
Inset Day (6/7)

Thurs 14th Feb
Fri 15th Feb

3.05pm

Parent/Carer Evening
Pathways Evening (Postponed from 31st Jan)
Parent/Carer Evening
GCSE Evening of Dance
Supporting for Success Evening

Thursday 7th March
Thursday 28th Feb
Thursday 21st March
Tuesday 12th Feb
Weds 13th Feb

4.00pm – 7.00pm Lansdown Hall
6.00pm Lansdown and Mendip Hall

7
8
9
10
11

5.00pm – 6.30pm Mendip Hall
6.00pm-7.00pm Lansdown Hall

The word of this week has definitely been ‘Grease’ and it is wonderful to have received so many positive reports of the show from
students, staff and the local community and I look forward to seeing the show in its entirety tonight. The show’s success is
testament to the dedication of staff and the support we have from parents as well as the confidence and commitment of students –
to have over 110 students involved is something we are rightly proud of. My thanks goes to all involved, especially the production
team; staff who gave up their evenings to support behind the scenes; the premises team and to one of our parents who created
such wonderful displays for the foyer.
Another big event for the week was Year 8 exams – this was the first time Year 8 students will have sat exams in the Sports Centre,
which is such an improved location for students to sit comfortably and away from distractions. After some issues with the
underfloor heating being fixed, I’m pleased to say that even in February the hall has been warm and comfortable to work in. As I
said to students on the morning of their first exam, by the time they sit external exams in Year 11, this space will have become
familiar and part of their normal school experience, hopefully making the exams themselves less threatening. Year 8 were brilliantly
behaved across the morning and I congratulate them on their impeccable conduct and respect.
There is a busy and shortened week ahead next week with the school calendar truly reflecting how much goes on at Wellsway –
with parents coming in for our Year 7 Challenge Information Evening; GCSE Dance Evening and Year 11 Supporting for Success
Information Evening; university lecturers delivering English sessions to A Level students; numerous sporting competitions; a trip to
the Welsh National Opera and the ski trip departing on the Friday INSET. Although it’s the taking part that counts, it was still a
highlight for me to hear about our Year 8 boys’ football team progressing in the Somerset Cup by beating Yeovil and I hope this
team goes all the way!
Matthew Woodville
Principal

News
General Data Protection Regulations
As you will know, your child has recently been sent home with a General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) Consent form. Thank
you to all parents who have returned the forms - we have received a huge response, however we still have many forms outstanding.
To ensure we are meeting the new requirements, we need your consent to take and use photos of your child. This is an important
means for us to celebrate student success, so we would appreciate you taking the time to give this consent. The consent form is
also available on our website or by clicking this link, GDPR Consent Form Once completed please return to your child’s tutor as soon
as possible. Many thanks in advance.

Year 11 GCSE Evening of Dance – Tuesday 12th Feb
Our GCSE Evening of dance is being held on Tuesday 12th Feb from 5.00 – 6.30pm in Mendip Hall. This is for all our Year 11 students
who have taken GCSE PE or dance. All families are welcome to come along at watch. No tickets required, just turn up and enjoy
the show.

Year 11 – Supporting for Success Evening – Wednesday 13th February
Please be reminded of our Supporting for Success Evening. This is an interactive presentation for parents/carers of Year 11 offering
advice and guidance in supporting your daughter/son through the process of preparing for the end of year examination season. If
you haven’t done so already, please return your reply slip so we have an idea of numbers attending on the evening.

Year 9 Pathways Evening – Thursday 28th February – 6.00pm – 7.30pm
As you will be aware due to adverse weather conditions we cancelled the Year 9 Pathways evening last week. On Monday we sent a
new letter out to parents/carers advising of the new date of Thursday 28th February.
All other details remain the same and please be reminded that if your child currently studies German, or no language please
proceed to Lansdown Hall on arrival. If your child currently studies French please proceed to Mendip Hall on arrival. At 6.45pm you
then switch halls. If you have any queries then please contact enquiries@wellswayschool.com

Year 8 – Parent/Carer Evening – Thursday 7th March 4.00pm – 7.00pm
Insight will be open and you will be able to make your appointments via Insight from 4.30pm on Thursday 14th February. Please be
reminded that appointments can only be made using the parental login and NOT the students therefore if you need a reminder of
your username please contact insight@wellswayschool.com Please click on this link if you need a reminder of how to book
appointments How to book appointments

Year 10 Parent/Carer Evening – Thursday 21st March 4.00pm – 7.00pm
You will be notified nearer the time but Insight will open and you will be able to make bookings from 4th March. Please be reminded
that appointments can only be made using the Parental login therefore please ensure you can log in successfully and should you
have any queries please contact us on insight@wellswayschool.com

Year 9 DTP and MenACWY vaccination
This message is for the parents/carers of any Year 9 student who did not receive the vaccination in January. The Wiltshire Schools
Immunisation Team have re-opened the link for you to consent to your child’s vaccination. Please check your emails this week, read
the information and complete the consent form. A prompt response would be appreciated in order that the Immunisation Team
can organise another session. If you do not have access to an electronic device or have a query please phone the Immunisation
Team direct on 01225 838270. The date of the session will be published in the Ammonite once it is known.
Mrs Dursley

Year 8 Student Receptionists
All Year 8 students have the leadership opportunity to be the student receptionist during the academic year. This forms part of a
leadership programme which continues and develops throughout the school. It is designed to encourage students to take some
responsibility, develop personal resilience and carry out instructions carefully and correctly. Their duties include: welcoming visitors
and guests; delivering messages; delivering lost property; collecting students for Pastoral staff; and some basic office duties. This will
take place on a rotational basis and will be for either the morning (period 1-3) or afternoon (period 4-5) sessions.
Further to some lovely comments received from parents and carers during Year 9 Parents' Evening about how the school has
successfully developed the students' confidence over the three years they have attended Wellsway, all our students benefit from
this scheme and really enjoy the role. It is a fantastic chance to learn some useful skills, helping them to develop independence
and organisation outside of a classroom setting. Students who demonstrate excellent conduct will be rewarded with house points
accordingly. Students are encouraged to catch up with any work they miss during the lesson, if needed, and they are also required
to bring a book (available from the school library). This programme ultimately offers our young people enrichment and life skills
which could create further leadership opportunities as they progress through the school.
Miss Livingstone

Sixth Form
Sixth Form - Royal Holloway University
It was great to welcome in Royal Holloway on Monday to talk to our Year 12 students about how to make the most of Year 12, study
and life beyond sixth form.

UCAS Careers Fair
We will be taking Year 12 to this annual event on March 11th so that students can more fully understand their options post18. Further details will follow shortly.
A reminder to parents to make sure Sixth Form students read the Friday email each week, which details all sorts of opportunities
post-18 and much more.

Sixth Form Applications for Year 12
A quick reminder that students and parents/carers can still apply for September 2019 by contacting their tutor with subject choices
directly. You can find descriptions of individual course context and potential links to future pathways on our website here under the
Which courses should I take? Heading.

Careers programme
As part of our programme on Monday, the Western Outreach Network are coming in to deliver a special assembly to talk to Year 10
about their future options.
A quick reminder that if you are looking for some extra information about our careers programme, or for explanations of different
qualifications, please have a look at the Careers section of our website here, and at the foot of this newsletter for imminent and
upcoming opportunities

Music & Drama

School Production
Congratulations to everyone involved in the show. It’s been a fantastic week
with the finale this evening. Students and staff have worked incredibly hard
since September and it’s been a pleasure to see our vision come to life. Our
end of show party for all students involved will take place on Thursday
3.05pm - 4.30pm in the Drama Studio.
Ms McLean and Miss Davies

Study Visits
Careers News
National Opera
All students who are going on the Welsh National Opera on Wednesday trip have been sent a message on Insight regarding the
details of the day.

Sport
Oliver Wilson B2CCR - Fencing Success
Congratulations to Oliver Wilson who came 8th in the U12 South West Foil competition at Millfied. Oliver has qualified to represent
the South West, in May, at the English Institute of Sport in Sheffield at the British Youth Fencing Championships. A big well done
from everyone at Wellsway School.
Mr Ive.

Students representing County/Regional/National level in sport
We are very aware that we have a high number of students competing at County, Regional and National level in a variety of sports.
Unfortunately, we are not aware of all of these. We wouldCareers
like to beNews
able to celebrate the successes of our students. If your
son/daughter competes at one of these levels, please can you email me directly (revans@wellswayschool.com) with all the relevant
information (students name, sport, level of performance, recent accomplishments and any additional information you would like to
include). Please can I have information by the end of half-term (Friday 22nd February) and any updates throughout the year.
Mr Evans
Curriculum Director for PE and Performing Arts

Careers News

Under 13 Football v Preston School – Somerset Cup
On Wednesday 6th February the Year 8 football team travelled to Preston School in Yeovil for a Somerset Cup football match.
Wellsway demonstrated excellent commitment and persistence throughout the game, to come out 6-1 winners, with man of the
match Joel McGregor scoring five goals, and the sixth coming from an own goal. Theo Lyndon and Will Jansen also showed great
leadership throughout the game. The whole team showed great character and worked collectively to achieve an impressive win and
progression through to the next round of the cup.
Mr Johnson

Careers

Careers Hub’ - Based in the sixth form corridor next to M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS Monday – Thursday 8.45 – 3.00
Drop in to make an appointment, pick up information, ask a question OR
Email amillard@wellswayschool.com
** Wednesday Lunch-time Employer ‘Pop-Up’ sessions**
These sessions are informal and a great opportunity to meet the employer and ask questions.

Careers
Newsor just drop-in!
Either email to
book a space
DATE
13.02.19

27.02.19
13.03.19

EMPLOYER
On-Site Construction – working locally within
Construction, apprenticeships, training
TERM 4
Psychology – final year Bath University student talking about career
opportunities within psychology
Kier - Construction a UK construction, services and property group.
Building and civil engineering

VENUE
Careers Hub
1.30 – 2pm

UPCOMING EVENTs – Some of these are during the February Holiday !!






Bishop Fleming Accountancy – Insight Evening Tuesday 12th February, 5.30pm. (Year 10 and above). To book a place or
for further information; jobs@bishopfleming.co.uk
Interested in Law ? Burges Salmon are holding a Year 10/11 information day for their Higher apprenticeship roles –
Tuesday 19th February 2019 (10.30am - 3pm) Places are limited so book early ! Corporate.resp@burges-salmon.com
Bath College Pre-apprenticeship workshops and taster sessions running throughout the February half term – Monday
18th February to Friday 22nd February, 9.30 – 1.30pm For further information
https://www.bathcollege.ac.uk/event/experience-bath-college-week
Bath College Apprenticeships and Jobs fair – 27th March, Assembly Rooms, Bath 12pm – 5pm

Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk OR https://nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk

PTA News

Help Save the Wellsway Craft Fair
The Wellsway Craft Fair is a popular annual community event in Keynsham which raises in excess of
£3000 to support projects that benefit the students of Wellsway School.
The fair is supported by Friends of Wellsway PTA, but additional help has been declining over
recent years which means that the future of the fair is in doubt unless we can get some additional
helpers.
We are looking for volunteers from both the parent body and the wider community to help with the organisation and running of the
Fair, which usually takes place on the second Sunday of November. There are a range of tasks that we need help with in advance,
such as marketing the event and the booking of stallholders, as well as a number of tasks on the day which range from setting up

and clearing away, car parking duties, collecting admission money and selling tea and coffee.
Please consider supporting us to secure the future of this community event and the important funds it raises for our students
For further information, please contact pta@wellswayschool.com by 1st March 2019.

Staff Vacancies
For more information please go to https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers

