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Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year

Activity

Date

Start Time and Venue

For All

End of Term

Thurs 20th Dec

Early Closure at 12.35pm

7
8
9
10
11

Pathways Evening

Thurs 31st Jan

6.00pm Mendip & Lansdown Hall

Parent/Carer Evening
Thurs 17th Jan
Celebration/Reunion
and
Awards Weds 19th Dec
Presentation Evening for 2018 KS5 Leavers
Christmas Concert
Mon 17th Dec
Tue 18th Dec

4.00pm
5.30pm / Mendip Hall
Mendip Hall ** SOLD OUT **

I’ve been impressed with students’ attitude to learning this week as despite a lot of fun and different activities
going on, such as soak the teacher and market stalls for Community Action Week and today’s non-school
uniform ‘mufti’ day, they have stayed focused in lessons.
A real highlight this week, other than seeing some very bright and festive outfits today, from staff and students alike, was the
second Principal’s Lunch – where we celebrated the excellent efforts of Key Stage 3 students who entered a humanities
competition. It was a pleasure to meet with Year 7 and 8 students and hear how much they are enjoying their time at Wellsway,
with some particularly positive feedback about the clubs they are actively involved in, vertical tutoring and the new subjects they
are studying, especially the more creative and practical ones. As well as asking what is going well, I pushed them for what we could
do better. They found it hard to come up with anything, but when pushed, there was a lot of enthusiasm for a school pet! So, in
response to this student feedback, we’re looking at the possibility of investing in some fish in our science labs…
Matthew Woodville
Principal

News
Christmas Jumper / Mufti Day
Members of SLT joining in the Christmas jumper fun.

Year 11 - Parent/carer Evening – Thursday 17th January
Parents/carers are now able to make bookings for the year 11 Parents’ Evening via Insight. The booking system will close on
Monday 14th January. Students will be issued with appointment lists prior to the Parents’ Evening.
Rachael Waldock
Year 9 - Parent/Carer Evening – Thursday 24th January
Parents/carers will be able to make appointments via Insight from 4.30pm on Tuesday 8th January 2019. Please note appointments
can only be made using the parental account only and not the student account. If you need a reminder of your username please
contact insight@wellswayschool.com
Year 9 - Pathways / Choosing options for Year 10
All Year 9 students should now have received their Pathway letter which has been handed out in tutor time this week. This letter
included the recommended pathway for 2019-2021. We also sent a link to our pathways booklet which has now been uploaded
onto our website and recommend you look through this prior to our Pathways Evening being held on the 31 st January 2019. If you
have any queries please contact enquiries@wellswayschool.com

Parent Governor Results
"Thank you to the parents who put their names forward for the parent governor vacancies. We were really pleased to have such a
good response. The following two candidates were elected: Caroline Britton and Alastair Moir. Thank you to all parents who
participated in the vote."
Library
Students have been getting their creative hats on and helping produce these displays up in the
library.
The “Shelfie” display - shows teachers’ own bookcases at home with the objective being to guess
which “Shelfie” belongs to which teacher. This idea focuses on engendering a love of reading
across the school showing that reading is not just confined to an English classroom but can be
enjoyed in the comforts of your own home!

First lines of novels
The other display looks at the first lines of great novels. This was created by a group of students
sharing their favourite novels that have great opening lines. The display is there for anyone who
want to know what to read next and with the selection of gripping first lines; there are lots to
choose from.

Community Action Week – Soak the Teacher
Mr Carl and Mr Comber get a soaking!
As part of our Community Action Week we have had lots of fun
activities at lunchtime each day this week. All activities were
arranged by Burnett students, including the popular ‘Soak the
Teacher’ All monies raised from these events are going to
Time2Share – local charity that was established in 1972 by a
group of medical students from Bristol University.
They provide a one to one befriending service, youth groups, day
trips and family activities that help improve the lives of children,
young people and their families.

Sixth Form News
Year 13 Reunion and Awards Presentation
The Year 13 reunion event this year be held on Wednesday 19th December, with drinks and nibbles served from 5.30pm.
This is a fantastic annual event where we welcome back this year’s leavers for a celebration of their time here, the presentation of
their very hard-earned qualification certificates and some special awards; a great way to start off the Christmas period.
Challenge Cup Update
What better way than to start off the Christmas period than with the Challenge Cup Pantomime Round? Four pantomimes and 40
minutes of entertainment, bad jokes, dodgy costumes and even dodgier acting! Thank you to everyone who took part both on the
day and in preparation for what was a great event. The results will be revealed next week!
Sixth Form Applications for Year 12
Thank you very much for applying. All applicants have now received an email via Insight showing how they can now book
appointments for the next stage of the application process, the 1-1 meetings, where we discuss in detail your subject choices,
ambitions and next steps on Thursday 10th January.
Students and parents/carers can still apply for September 2019 by contacting their tutor with subject choices directly. Please note
that the Insight portal for applications has been closed.

Careers programme
We have been targeting Year 9 and Year 11 students for regular, independent careers advice and guidance to ensure that they are
well informed about their options next year. If you are looking for some extra information about our careers programme, or for
explanations of different qualifications, please have a look at the Careers section of our website:
https://www.wellswayschool.com/sixthform/#careers

PSHE
PSHE: Anti- bullying poster competition. The winners are in!
In PSHE at the start of Term 3 all tutor groups participated in a competition to produce posters as part of our anti-bullying strategy
at Wellsway School. The winning entries will be placed in every tutor room to help inform students of the consequence of bullying
and also raise further awareness about the fact that it is wrong and will not be tolerated. We had some really fantastic and thought
provoking entries and I was fortunate to have the support of our very own Anti-Bullying Team to help decide upon the winning
entries for each house. It is with great pleasure that I announce that the winning entries are as follows;
Overall winner (Compton) - Mykenzie Evans and Rosie Elliott ( C1)
Burnett winner - Harvey Hiscox (B2)
Newton winner - Isabella Rutland (N9)
Stanton winner - Maya Pai and Lauren Askew (S9)
c and Drama News
I am really looking forward to seeing their brilliant work up around the school.
Miss McNamara

Study Visits
Ski Trip 2019
If your child is travelling on the ski trip in February 2019, you will have been emailed this week asking you to complete an online
passenger information form. This form should be completed by 9.00am on Tuesday 18th December. Remember, as well as medical
and dietary needs, you'll need your child's passport info, European Health Insurance Card (EHIC), weight (in KG), height (in CM),
shoe size, head circumference (in CM) and two emergency contacts to hand. You will need to complete the form in one sitting. We
are pleased to see that many of you have already submitted your form, thank you.
Mrs Rogers
Iceland 2019
A passenger information form, similar to that detailed above for the Ski Trip, will shortly be sent to all those travelling to
Iceland. You will need to have your child’s passport and EHIC available.
Mrs Rogers
c and Drama News
Water Sports 2019
There has been an overwhelming response to this visit. An email has been sent this week to everyone who applied for a place for
this visit. We understand the disappointment for some and always endeavour to take as many students as we possibly can. A
reserve list will be kept in case of places becoming available at a later date.
Mrs Rogers & Mr Melhuish
A Christmas Carol
Final arrangements for this visit of the first day of term 3 have been sent to all Year 10 parents/carers this week.
Miss Brooks

Music
Christmas Concert Monday 17th & Tuesday 18th December
For all students who are in the concert please make your way to Mendip Hall after tutor time on
Monday. All students involved will be rehearsing Periods 1 and 5. Periods 2-4 will be different groups,
which will be outlined at the start of the day. All students to register as normal, and bring books for P2-4
in case they are not involved in rehearsals during those periods.

For those who were lucky enough to buy tickets please may we remind you that the concert starts at 7.00pm. Please come and join
us from 6.30pm where drinks will be available in the Sixth Form Common Room.

Careers

CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
‘Careers Hub’ - Based in the sixth form corridor next to M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS Monday – Thursday 8.45am – 3.00pm
Drop in to make an appointment, pick up information, ask a question or Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
** Wednesday Lunch-time Employer ‘Pop-Up’ sessions**

Careers News
Sports
December Promotion!
Throughout the month of December we are giving you and a friend the chance to save some much needed £££! Simply refer a
friend to join us and you will receive one month’s FREE membership! Better still, your friend will pay no joining fee. Everyone’s a
winner!

Staff Vacancies

For more information please go to https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers

