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Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year

Activity

Date

Start Time and Venue

For All

End of term

26th October

3:05pm

Inset day
Return to School

5th November
6th November

8.40am

Parent/Carer Evening
Parent/Carer Evening

29th November
29th November

Lansdown Hall
Lansdown Hall

7
8
9
10
11
12
13

A real success of last year was the Parental Information Evenings that we introduced to
provide parents with a deeper understanding of the work we are doing at Wellsway to
support our students and help them develop confidence and key skills for a successful
and happy life.
Thank you to all the parents who came to last night’s evening that focused on how
we deliver PSHE (Personal Social and Health Education) and SMSC (Social Moral
Spiritual and Cultural development). This is such an important aspect of school life
and my thanks to Miss McNamara and Miss Pitman for such clear presentations and
overviews of how parents can help at home. Thanks also to Mr Comber for introducing
an exciting project that we are launching to ensure the work we are doing in these areas is directly
linked to our school needs: Them and Us, a survey to explore the specific aspects of kindness, respect and living without
harm our school community would benefit from working further on.
All the slides from these evening events will be available on the Parent Letter section of our school website PSHE Parent/Carer
Presentation Oct 18 but, I’m sure you will appreciate that there is always so much more detail delivered on the evening than can be
included on a presentation. I look forward to welcoming parents to our next information evening that will be advertised via
Ammonite and letter.
Matthew Woodville
Principal

News
Insight – Parent Portal
Since returning in September we have noticed a slight decline in parents and carers engaging with their Insight accounts. As you are
aware Insight is a fantastic tool in helping to support your child in school. Through a number of screens you are able to see at a
glance, information about attendance, attainment, homework and behaviour and be able to access all school reports. Please also
note that with the Parent/Carer accounts you also have the ability to notify absences, change personal details, make option choices
and book parents’ evening appointments, all of which cannot be done on the student accounts.
If you have forgotten your password for Insight please click on ‘Don’t know password’ and a new one will be sent directly to your
email address. If you have forgotten your username or have any queries please contact us on insight@wellswayschool.com
Mrs Pells

Parent/Carer Evenings
Our Year 12 & 13 Parent/Carer Evening is taking place on Thursday 29th November. You will be notified nearer the time when
bookings have been made available on Insight.
Mrs Pells

Teacher reflection at Wellsway
We are proud of the staff development and training we offer at Wellsway School and run many innovative and successful
programmes for staff across the trust. An exciting and cutting edge development of 2018-19 is that we are using a video-based
learning platform that allows teachers to reflect on and improve their teaching craft. This is being piloted across this year with the
intention to launch more widely next academic year and so it may be that your child notices an ipad filming a lesson. Please be
assured that this is fully GDPR compliant and footage taken will not be shared in anyway.
Mrs Francis, Vice Principal Teaching & Learning

SMSC and British Values
Last week's vote topic,"Is this year’s Black History Month more important than ever?", saw more of a split vote this week, with
54.6% of students voting "Yes", and 45.6% voting "No". For this topic students were finding out about the Windrush scandal and
discussing whether they felt racism in the UK is an issue.
For this week, students have had some respite from Brexit by looking at aliens and the possibility that life exists outside Earth. To
help them answer the vote topic questions "Do Aliens Exist?", they have been finding out exactly how scientists are trying to track
aliens down, as well as delving into some interesting claims from people who have already seen them! Students have been having
fun with this topic and we hope it will be sparking some interesting conversations at home.
Miss Pitman

PSHE sessions: Healthy relationships
Last week students were delivered extended assemblies/lessons about healthy relationships. Our year 7 students participated in a
lesson to consider what a healthy and positive relationship looked like and considered strategies for dealing with problematic
situations if they arise. Our Year 8 and 9 students received an assembly about spotting the signs that you might be the in or
controlling a coercive relationship. Students were encouraged to reflect on how you could spot these signs and to remember that
their relationships should always enrich rather than diminish them. Year 10 and 11 focussed on the risks of Child Sexual Exploitation
and thought about the fact that positive relationships should involve equal partners. They were also reminded that Child Sexual
Exploitation is never the fault of the victim and that there is lots of support and advice out there if they are worried or concerned
about themselves or another young person. It would be great if you could continue the conversation at home!
Leanne McNamara

Sixth Form News
Applying for Sixth Form
It has been fantastic to see such a great number of applications for Sixth Form next year already! A quick reminder that it is a very
quick and simple process; just log into Insight (using the parental account/username only) and then select – General – Options offer
– and then click on the blue puzzle icon by each subject to select it. It will save automatically.
If you need assistance with your Insight username please email insight@wellswayschool.com for all other sixth form questions
please email sixthform@wellswayschool.com
Mr Bray

Music & Drama
Grease Rehearsal Schedule
Monday 22nd Oct

-

3.15pm – 5.00pm - Dancers (Mendip Hall)

Tuesday 23rd Oct

-

3.15pm – 5.00pm - All leads in Act 1 – run through of Act 1

Wednesday 24th Oct -

3.15pm – 5.00pm - All leads in Act 1 – run through of Act 1
3.15pm – 5.30pm - Band rehearsal
(M3) News
c and Drama

The Christmas Concert takes place on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th December in Mendip Hall. Students are still welcome to join
our orchestra which meets every Thursday 3.15pm-4.30pm. Our whole school choir meet every Thursday lunchtime in the Drama
Studio.
Learning an instrument. Please use the following link if you would like your child to start a new instrument, or have singing lessons
in January. https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wellsway
Ms McLean

Student News
Student Survey
Students will be sent an email next week with a link to an online survey. There will be time during the school day for them to
complete this. I’m sure you understand that being aware of how we treat others is important to ensure everyone is kind and
respectful and nobody is harmed. Every student in our school wants to be part of school like this. The results of the survey will
highlight ours strengths as well as some areas for development. We will work together to improve the identified areas to ensure
everyone at Wellsway School enjoys their time at school.
Thank you for working so hard to make Wellsway School
welcoming
and caring environment for all students.
c such
and aDrama
News
Mr Comber

Visits
Cricket Tour 2019
We will be organising a cricket tour for the school’s 1st XI next summer, Friday 28th June – Monday 1st July. If you are in Year 11, 12 or
13, can play cricket to a good standard and are interested in taking part, please email me via rmay@wellswayschool.com to express
your interest. The cost will cover 3 nights’ accommodation and travel costs. Lunches and teas may be provided by the opposition
schools.
Mr May
Water Sports 2019
Plans are well underway for our Water Sports trip to France which will take place 25 th July – 2nd August 2019. This visit, which is open
to students currently in Year 8 who are able to swim 50m in light clothing, will be launched via Insight shortly.
Ski Trip 2020
In Term 2, we will be launching this ever-popular ski trip to students currently in Year 9. Further details to follow.
Year 8 Arnos Vale
Reminder to that online payment should have now been made for the Arnos Vale Cemetery visit. Please contact me if you did not
originally apply as I may be able to secure further places.
Year 10 Geography-Forest of Dean
Consent forms and payments should have been returned for the visit on Thursday 25th October. Please email me
frogers@wellswayschool.com if you have not returned the form to ensure your son/daughter does not miss out on this essential
fieldwork opportunity.
Year 10 English-A Christmas Carol
Consent forms and payments should have been returned for the visit on Tuesday 8th January. Please email me
frogers@wellswayschool.com if you have not returned the form to ensure your son/daughter does not miss out on this opportunity to
support their studies.
Mrs Rogers

Sport Wellsway
Year 10 Level 1 Sports Leaders
Any Year 10 student that would like to do the Level 1 Sports Leaders course this year must attend a meeting in the Sports Hall next
Tuesday (23rd Oct) at 1:30pm. This meeting will give students an insight into the course and will give them the opportunity to ask
questions.
Miss Jones

Girl’s U16 football tournament
The U16 Girl’s football team put in a brilliant performance at the BANES tournament on Wednesday. We had 2-0 victories over St
Gregory's and Oldfield, starting the tournament on a high, thanks to goals from Gracie and Lily Reed. The girl’s then went on to beat
Chew Valley 1-0, which was helped by Mel Harber applying extreme pressure in defence and Hannah Orchards fantastic
ball placement. The team had an extremely close game against Hayesfield despite Ellie Burston not missing a tackle, Celyn Garton
man marking their top player and Xanna Kierks top saves we lost 1-0 due to a clumsy own goal. The final game of the round robin
tournament was against Somervale, Amy Thier fought to the last minute of the game up front, closing down the ball and constantly
applying pressure. Sadly the game ended 0-0 which resulted in Wellsway finishing in second place closely behind Hayesfield. The
girl’s put in a fantastic performance and should be extremely proud.
Miss O’Malley

Girl’s U15 Hockey
On a warm autumn evening at Wellsway the under 15 girl’s hockey team took on St Mary's Calne in a fiercely contested game. After
a settling start, Wellsway started to show their dominance by controlling the ball in the midfield through Anna Morris. This was helped
by some cracking defending by Ffion Bright and Elleze Francis at the back to ensure St Mary's could not trouble Hannah Orchard in
goal. The experienced pairing of Lottie Bryan and Katie Gale up front showed their clinical touch by scoring three between them to
ensure a comfortable 5-0 victory, with Freya Trenchard grabbing the other two. Player of the match went to Ruby Pocock who had a
fantastic game throughout which was particularly impressive considering she was playing a year up. The year 10 & 11 girl’s hockey
team remains unbeaten for the term having won all 3 matches, scoring 10 and conceding none so far.
Miss O’Malley

Careers News

‘Careers Hub’ - Based in the sixth form corridor next to M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS Monday – Thursday 8.45am – 3.00pm

Drop in to make an appointment, pick up information, ask a question OR Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
Upcoming Events
The Wellsway School Careers Hub ** Wednesday Lunch-time Employer ‘Pop-Up’ sessions’
The careers team will be hosting a variety of speakers, employers, training providers and colleges EVERY WEDNESDAY LUNCH TIME
from term 2. Guests will be talking about their work, types of jobs they can offer, training, applying for a job, applications, interview
process etc etc.
No need to book, you don’t have to stay for the whole of lunch. If you have a burning question, are interested in the careers or jobs
they could offer or just want to drop in to say hello you would be very welcome.
Any thoughts on employer or career routes you would like to see/meet please let me know amillard@wellswayschool.com

Bath College Open Day (Somer Valley Campus)– Saturday 20th October 10 – 1pm at the Bath City Centre campus
https://www.bathcollege.ac.uk/events/category/open-day

Open Day Archives | Bath College
www.bathcollege.ac.uk
Come to our City Centre Campus from 10 am until 1 pm on Saturday 20th October and
talk to tutors and careers specialists about… View details

For further information on any of these events just drop in to the Careers Hub.
Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk or https://nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk

Parent Governor
Parent Governor Vacancies
We have an exciting opportunity for two parents to join the Academy Governance Committee of Wellsway School.
We would be delighted to hear from anyone who:
•
Is interested in children’s education and the performance of the school;
•
Has spare time and the energy for the role;
•
Has an enquiring mind and the confidence to ask questions and debate issues that affect the school.
What is the role of the governing body?
•
Helping to set and review the schools strategic direction and agreeing targets for improvement;
•
Monitoring educational performance and welfare of pupils;
•
Holding the Principal and school leaders to account by being a "critical friend."
What does the role offer?
•
A chance to develop your own personal skills;
•
Access to a programme of free training in respect of education/governance matters;
•
A sense of achievement in helping make a difference to children reaching their potential.
Please email enquiries@wellswayschool.com with the subject FAO: Clerk to the Governors for further information.

PTA
New Members
We are always looking for new members to give a little time or lend their expertise; so if you are interested in joining us, please send
us a message at pta@wellswayschool.com or via Facebook here: www.facebook.com/wellswaypta/
Tracy Wadsworth, Friends of Wellsway PTA Chair
Craft Fair – Sunday 11th November
Friends of Wellsway School are holding a craft fair in November, we need parents and students to volunteer for an hour or two to
help us set up on Saturday or help on the day. All the money raised goes into our school. This year we hope to raise enough money to
News
buy a food pod for the students. If you can spare any time on either day please can you let us know by emailing
pta@wellswayschool.com
Fundraising
Please consider signing up to Easyfundraising.org.uk by clicking on this link. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ This helps to raise
much needed funds for school when you shop online. There are thousands of shops willing to make a donation to us if you buy from
them. For example, Expedia may donate around £30 for a family holiday! There is no change to you at all and it’s easy to use. Thank
you to the 61 supporters who have signed up and helped to raise £167 so far this year

Staff Vacancies
For more information please go to https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers

