A weekly newsletter for students, parents, carers, families and friends of Wellsway School

THE AMMONITE
Issue 903  12th October 2018

www.wellswayschool.com

Student absence line 0117 9161030

Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year
For All

Activity
End of term

Date
26th October

Inset day

5th November

PSHE parent/carer evening

18th October

Start Time and Venue
3:05pm

7
8
9

6 – 6.45pm Mendip Hall

10
11
12
13

I was immensely proud of the school community on Wednesday evening at our Sixth Form Open Evening – we had an extremely
busy night with almost 200 students and their parents attending. Pippa and Harrigan, our Head Student Team, impressed us all
in the official presentations with articulate contributions about their positive experiences of sixth form life; it was great to have
the chance to celebrate the work the sixth form team have already done this year, such as their Macmillan cake sale last week.
The Sixth Form Ambassador Team and student helpers on subject stands were a credit to the school and it was wonderful to
hear so many positive and constructive conversations between teachers and Year 11s about the best subject choices for future
goals and aspirations.
Thank you to all the parents who provided feedback on the revised ‘Home School Agreement’ that was included in last week’s
Ammonite. We had a positive response from the parent body, exemplified by the following: “an excellent document”;
“reasonable” and “clear and concise”. There were some constructive comments about ways to develop it, which we feel are
covered by the section regarding “an understanding of how to be happy and healthy and thrive in the modern world through
personal, social and health education”, but we will continue to build this feedback in to our work across the year. Thank you
also to those of you who took the time to thank teachers for the time taken to support the children in our care.
Matthew Woodville
Principal

News

On Sunday 7th of October, eight members of staff ran the Keynsham 10K to raise money for the
charity Young Minds. This is a charity very close to all of our hearts and so far they have raised
over £400! A huge congratulations and well done to all staff involved and thank you to those of
you who came to support the runners!
We have also been selling yellow ribbons in school over the past two weeks for the same
charity. Mental Health Day was Wednesday the 10th of October and it was lovely to see so
many staff and students sporting their ribbons in support. A big thank you to Ms Uren and
all of her helpers for taking the time to make the ribbons. So far this has raised £100!
Miss French

Thank you to everyone who has shown their support for such a worthwhile cause.

PSHE

Democracy and ‘Make Your Mark’ national vote
During this week and last, students at Wellsway School have been learning about the importance of democracy through a series of
tutor time sessions, assemblies and the Make Your Mark national youth vote. The campaign involved the entire school and gave
students the opportunity to participate in a democratic process that has the potential for real change. All students in the school
came to our Wellsway School polling station, which was manned by our excellent 6th form leadership team, and cast a vote for an
issue they believed to be important to young people. Our students overwhelmingly voted for our MYP (Member of Youth
Parliament) to raise the issue of mental health provision in the House of Commons with MPs. If you would like additional
information on the campaign and how MYPs make a real difference please look at the following website.
http://www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/makeyourmark/
Miss McNamara
SMSC and British Values
Last week, the SMSC and British Values topic which students were learning about and voting on was all about Brexit. Students had
to learn as much as they could in their morning tutor times and were quizzed on their Brexit knowledge. When asked "Should the
UK stay in the Single Market?" 66.5% of our students voted "Yes", 33.5% voted "No". This was similar to the rest of the UK
schools' average votes which came out 68% "Yes" and 32% "No".
This week's topic is all about Black History Month. Students have been finding out about the Windrush scandal which affected
immigrants from the 1950s to 1970s, originally from the Caribbean, and have been asked the question "Is this year’s Black History
Month more important than ever?" Students will be voting "Yes" or "No" for this topic on Monday and we encourage discussion at
home around all of our weekly vote topics.
Miss Pitman

Sixth Form News
Sixth Form Open Evening
Thank you very much for coming to our Sixth Form Open evening on Wednesday and for making it such a wonderful event.
Applications for September 2019 entry are now open. It is a very quick and simple process; just log in to Insight and then select General – Options offer – and then click on the blue puzzle icon by each subject to select it.
We hope you found the evening informative, but If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us at
sixthform@wellswayschool.com
Challenge Cup – Round 2 – The Mega Quiz
It was tense, it was exciting, there was dancing, music and a packed hall – no this was not Taylor Swift in action but the second
round of the Challenge Cup - the Mega Quiz.
In a highly competitive competition and, after a few dodgy questions and a few queried scores, just three points separated the top
three teams CMC, LWS and NLN – with NLN coming out on top!
Congratulations to all who took part, and thank you to the Officer Team for hosting the event

Music & Drama

Grease Rehearsal Schedule
Monday 15th Oct -

3.15-5.00pm - Dancers in Mendip Studio

Tuesday 16th Oct -

Roger and Doody – Rock and Roll Party Queen. IMC
Grease Lightning – T-Birds IMC

Wednesday 17th Oct Thursday 18th Oct -

c and Drama News
3.15-5.00pm Act 2 Scene 1 – Johnny Casion, Pink Ladies, T-Birds, Cha-Cha, Patty, Miss Lynch HDV
3.15-5.00pm Act 2 Scene 1 – Johnny Casion, Pink Ladies, T-Birds, Cha-Cha, Patty, Miss Lynch and
dancers HDV

Learning an instrument
We’re delighted that so many students are interested in learning an instrument. Due to teachers now confirming their timetables,
the next opportunity to learn an instrument will be in January. Please contact Ms McLean directly on imclean@wellswayschool.com
if you would like to register an interest in your child learning an instrument.

Student Voice

All students have been asked to complete an online questionnaire so that we can find out a bit more about what’s going well so far
this year and if there is anything we can do to support their development and success. In addition, there are a number of student
focus groups where members of the leadership team will be discussing their experiences in more detail.
Mrs S Francis
Visits
c and Drama News
Year 8 Visit to Arnos Vale Cemetery
We have had a great response from Year 8 students wishing to attend. This visit links to the KS3 topic of “Life after Death” and will
be an illuminating experience that will enrich students’ studies and deepen their understanding of Philosophy and Religious
Studies. Applicants will shortly receive an email via Insight to confirm if they have secured a place and online payment will be
required no later than 9am on Friday 19th October. Thank you for your support
Mrs Rogers
Year 10 Geography Fieldwork – Rivers
Parents/carers of Year 10 students have been sent a letter regarding a fieldwork visit planned for Thursday 24 th October. The data
collected on this visit will be used to answer questions in the Geographical Application Paper worth 30% of the Geography GCSE so
we strongly encourage all students to sign up for this visit. Please note the deadline for responses is 9.00am, Thursday 18th October
Mrs Rogers
Year 10 English Literature - A Christmas Carol
The closing date to sign up for this visit is 9.00am on Monday, 15th October; this is the day we will confirm our ticket requirements
with the theatre. We have received a fantastic response for this Year 10 visit. Students will experience an enchanting new
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ timeless tale, told in true Bristol Old Vic style.
Students will be required to answer a question on A Christmas Carol in their Literature examination and seeing the story performed
on stage will support their understanding of the text, its themes and some of its socio-historical context. We have organised for the
whole year group to attend this performance and feel that it is in your son/daughter’s best interest to attend. This promises to be
an exciting event and one that will enhance your son/daughter’s ability to answer with confidence in the GCSE examination.
Ms Brooks

Parent Governor
Parent Governor Vacancies
We have an exciting opportunity for two parents to join the Academy Governance Committee of Wellsway School.
We would be delighted to hear from anyone who:
•
Is interested in children’s education and the performance of the school;
•
Has spare time and the energy for the role;
•
Has an enquiring mind and the confidence to ask questions and debate issues that affect the school.
What is the role of the governing body?
•
Helping to set and review the schools strategic direction and agreeing targets for improvement;
•
Monitoring educational performance and welfare of pupils;
•
Holding the Principal and school leaders to account by being a "critical friend."
What does the role offer?
•
A chance to develop your own personal skills;
•
Access to a programme of free training in respect of education/governance matters;
•
A sense of achievement in helping make a difference to children reaching their potential.
Please email enquiries@wellswayschool.com with the subject FAO: Clerk to the Governors for further information.

Sport Wellsway
Year 7 / Under 12 Rugby - Wellsway v Somervale
Wellsway Year 7 rugby team picked up their 2nd win of the season with an emphatic 45-0 win over Somervale. Wellsway produced
an excellent all round display and are really gelling into an exciting team, producing excellent handling and attacking skills throughout
to run in 9 well worked team tries.
The most pleasing aspect of this performance was the discipline and respect Wellsway demonstrated to both the referee and the
opposition throughout and the fantastic sportsmanship to Somervale at the end of the match.
Well done boys!
Mr Ive.
Back2Netball Special Offer!
To celebrate England Netball’s Back2Netball turning 10 years old, we are celebrating by offering you 6 weeks for the price of 5!
Back2Netball is the perfect way to re-introduce yourself back into the sport of netball and a great way to make some new friends. It
doesn’t matter if you have not stepped in a sports hall since leaving school – the sessions are fun and inclusive for all abilities. We are
offering 6 weeks for just £20.
Monday 15th October – Monday 19th November, 7-8pm, Wellsway Sports Centre
Contact Lgaiger@wellswaymat.com for more information.
Mrs Gaiger
Badminton For All!
Wellsway Sports Centre are running 2 badminton sessions after school every Monday – there is something for everyone!
Coached by professional coach Steve Hulbert.
3.15-4.15pm – Years 7-11, this session will help improve your technique and tactics, especially if you are studying GCSE PE!
4.15-5.15pm – Family Badminton, a chance for all the family to be involved! Any age and ability welcome, and play as a team.
Both sessions are £3 per person, no need to book in advance
Email scenquiries@wellswaymat.com for more details
Mrs Gaiger

Careers News
Careers Hub’ - Based in the sixth form corridor next to M32 - Open to ALL STUDENTS
Monday – Thursday 8.45am – 3.00pm
Drop in to make an appointment, pick up information, ask a question OR Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
UPCOMING EVENTS –







Bath College Open Day (Somer Valley Campus)– Thursday 11th October 4 – 8pm
https://www.bathcollege.ac.uk/events/category/open-day ALSO Saturday 20th October 10 – 1pm at the Bath City Centre
campus
Wessex Water Open Day (apprenticeships) – Saturday 20th October 10am – 3pm http://bit.ly/wwapprenticeships OR
www.wessexwater.co.uk/careers
Access to Music (Creative Media College, Hengrove) Open Day, Tuesday 30th October 4.30pm & 6pm to book a place or
for further information; www.accesscreative.ac.uk or 0800 28 18 42
NHS North Bristol – Careers Open Evening, Monday 12th November 5.30 – 8pm. For further information 0117 414240 or
email workexperience@nbt.nhs.uk
OnSite offer apprenticeships within construction - Open Evening Wednesday 28th November, 5 – 7.30pm, Create Centre,
Bristol BS1 6XN. For further information 0117 3521960 or www.onsitebristol.co.uk

For further information on any of these events just drop in to the Careers Hub.
Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk OR https://nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk

PTA
We are an organisation of parents and teachers working hard to raise money for Wellsway Academy. We meet every second Monday
of the school term in the evening at 7pm.
We are always looking for new members to give a little time or lend their expertise; so if you are interested in joining us, please send
us a message at pta@wellswayschool.com or via Facebook here: www.facebook.com/wellswaypta/ or why not come to the next AGM
on 8 October at 7pm in the Conference Room at Wellsway School main reception.
Tracy Wadsworth, Friends of Wellsway PTA Chair
News
Craft Fair – Sunday 11th November
Friends of Wellsway School are holding a craft fair in November, we need parents and students to volunteer for an hour or two to
help us set up on Saturday or help on the day. All the money raised goes into our school. This year we hope to raise enough money to
buy a food pod for the students. If you can spare any time on either day please can you let us know by emailing
pta@wellswayschool.com
Fundraising
Please consider signing up to Easyfundraising.org.uk by clicking on this link. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ This helps to raise
much needed funds for school when you shop online. There are thousands of shops willing to make a donation to us if you buy from
them. For example, Expedia may donate around £30 for a family holiday! There is no change to you at all and it’s easy to use. Thank
you to the 61 supporters who have signed up and helped to raise £167 so far this year

Staff Vacancies
For more information please go to https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Important message for Year 10 students. Correction to D of E Silver award instructions.
Please note that there is an error in the original letter about the time commitment for silver award.
The correct time commitment is as follows, for all students who have completed bronze award:
Volunteering: 6 months

Physical: 3 or 6 months

Skills: 3 or 6 months

i.e. If physical is 3 months, then skills must be 6 months, or vice versa.
Note: for those direct entrants to silver who did not start bronze award last year, they must extend their volunteering OR the longer
of their physical or skills sections to 12 months.
This is a lighter time commitment than on the original letter, which might be significant in helping you to decide whether to
continue to silver award.
Don't forget that the deadline for receipt of completed enrolment forms is THURSDAY 18th OCTOBER 2018.
Mr Sage

