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Student absence line 0117 9161030

Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year
For All

7

Activity
End of term
Inset day
PSHE parent/carer evening

Date
26th October
5th November
18th October

Start Time and Venue

Year 7 Parents' Numeracy & Literacy Evening

4th October

6.30 – 7.30pm
Lansdown Hall

Duke of Edinburgh Award Information Evening
for parents/carers

2nd October

Silver 6-7 pm;
Bronze 7-8 pm
IKB Lecture Theatre

Sixth Form Open Evening

10th October

6 – 8pm

3:05pm
6 – 7pm Mendip Hall

8
9

10
11
12
13

Year 6 Open Evening is an important event in every school community – I know from visiting schools for my own children how
important this decision is for prospective parents and so was delighted by the success of last night’s Open Evening. It was
wonderful to welcome so many families across the evening and to see so many excited and enthused pupils experiencing a taster
of Wellsway life – whether that was watching the Grease rehearsals; listening to the buskers around the site; having a go at dance
in our dance studio or dissecting hearts in biology. It is also a testament to our student body that we had almost 300 students
helping, either by acting as ambassadors guiding parents or as subject helpers – all students who volunteered and gave up their
evening to support will be receiving a well-deserved house point! The evening also saw the first of our Wellsway Display Offs – a
competition across curriculum teams for the ‘Best Dressed (class) Room’ – and staff really entered into the competitive spirit,
with a range of original and motivating displays. Our House Leaders have supported us with the judging of the competition and
staff will be told the winners next week…
Next week sees two evenings where we welcome current parents into school: our Year 7 literacy and numeracy information
evening, which is always very well attended and the Duke of Edinburgh information evening for parents of interested Year 9s. It’s
great that we also have a body of Year 10 continuing to the silver award after an extremely successful launch of the award last
year – something I hope will continue to grow as it is such a rewarding and worthwhile opportunity.
Matthew Woodville
Principal

Weekly News
Year 7 Literacy & Numeracy Evening for Parents/Carers
We are holding our Literacy & Numeracy evening on Thursday 4th October in Lansdown Hall from 6.30pm-7.30pm. All parents and
carers of Year 7 students are invited to attend this popular event, therefore we hope you are able to join us.
Please ensure you return your reply slip no later than Monday 1st October. A copy of this letter can be found on the school website
or clicking on this link; https://www.wellswayschool.com/parent-carer
Thankyou
Mrs Pells

Student Photographs
All returned order forms should be handed in to main reception, no later than Friday 5th October 2018.
Ms Ross
PSHE at Wellsway School
Students in years 7-11 participated in PSHE themed assemblies this week around Online Safety. We want our students to be able to
enjoy the online world, whilst always ensuring that they are safe and knowing that there are risks too. Year 7 students learned
about how to safely manage the risks that can be associated with social media and also thought about how their digital
footprint/tattoo might reflect upon them in the future. Years 8 and 9 reflected on image sharing on the internet, and in particular the
pressure to send sexual images known as 'sexting.' Students were encouraged to think about this from a legal perspective and also
to question whether people in healthy relationships would ask for images like this to be sent, especially when considering how easily
they can spread and be misused. Year 10 and 11 students were given the chance to reflect on how some people use technology to
exploit others, and that young people in particular can be vulnerable to this kind of exploitation. The session was designed to give
students the tools to recognise the signs that an online relationship may not be a healthy one and what to do to in they find themselves
or a friend in a dangerous or worrying situation online. The sessions were a real success which was evident through the excellent
engagement of the students. We would encourage you to continue the conversation at home!
Miss McNamara
ATL for RS and PSHE

SMSC at Wellsway School
This term, we have introduced a tutor time session that students will engage with once a week focussing on SMSC and British
Values. SMSC stands for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. British Values that should be promoted in schools include
democracy, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance and the rule of law. SMSC and British Values are at the heart of our
pastoral programme and are an important part of students’ development.
We have teamed up with Votes for Schools who provide a “Vote Topic” each week that links into SMSC and British Values and gives
students the opportunity to vote on the topic to say whether they agree or disagree with it. Topics so far this term have included:
“Should the police spend more time in schools?”, “Is the British drinking culture an embarrassment?” and “Should we set aside half
the world for wildlife?” As a school, we are able to collect and view the results of the vote and also compare our school with others
around the country. So far there has been a really positive response to the programme and both teachers and students have found
the topics interesting and engaging. We will continue to report on the progress of Votes for Schools and encourage students and
parents to discuss the topics at home each week.
Miss Pitman
School Values Coordinator
Music & Drama
Our thanks to the wonderful cast, chorus, band and tech team for their professionalism and enthusiasm with which they performed
at Open Evening. They made the Performing Arts Team very proud.
GREASE Rehearsal Schedule Week commencing: 1st October 2018
Mon 1st Oct

After school 3.15-5.15pm - Dancers – Drama Studio

Tues 2nd Oct

Lunch – Freddy My Love, Pink Ladies,
Drama
StudioNews
c and
Drama
After school – Scene 5 – T-Birds, Mendip Hall

Weds 3rd Oct

Lunch – Freddy My Love, Pink Ladies, M3
After school 3.15pm-5.00pm – Freddy My Love, Pink Ladies and Chorus Captains – Beauty School Dropout M3
After school 3.15pm-5.00pm – Grease Lightning – T-Birds Mendip Hall
After school 3.15pm-4.30pm – Chorus, Shakin’ at the High School Hop, Drama Studio

Thurs 4th Oct

After school 3.15pm-5.00pm – End of scene 5 and 6. Rizzo, Patti, Kenickie, Danny, Sandy,
(Cheer Leaders until 4.15) Mendip Hall

Orchestra returns on Thursday 4th October. Rehearsals will also take place on the following days from 3.15pm-4.30pm 18/10;
25/10; 15/11; 22/11; 06/12; 13/12. Year 7 instrumentalists are very welcome – Grade 1 upwards.
Choir – We’ve welcomed many new members to choir which takes place every Thursday. New members are always welcome.
Every Thursday from 1.40pm-2pm in Drama Studio.
Ms McLean and Miss Davies

Learning an instrument
We’re delighted that so many students are interested in learning an instrument. Due to teachers now confirming their timetables,
the next opportunity to learn an instrument will be in January. Please contact Ms McLean directly on imclean@wellswayschool.com
if you would like to register an interest in your child learning an instrument.
Ms McLean and Miss Davies

Extra-Curricular News

Green Team
If you are interested in joining Wellsway’s well-established practical environment & conservation club, why not come along to our
second meeting next Wednesday 3rd October 2018. We meet in the school garden (at the far end of Mendip courts) from 3.15 – 5.00
pm. We will be looking at the different habitats in the garden and doing some clearing up. You can get changed into suitable clothing
or remain in your school uniform (at your own risk!). Everyone is welcome – especially new (and old) members.
Avon Wildlife Trust, annual river dipping / pollution survey is this Sunday the 30th Sept, 2.00pm - 5.00 pm at Dapps Hill bridge,
Keynsham. Wellies essential! and all welcome.
Community event, Monday 8th October 2018, 7.00pm -9.00pm at The Space, Temple St. Keynsham. This event is to discuss the future
of the garden next to Fox & Hounds Lane (once managed by Wellsway's Watch group - forerunners of the Green Team!) Anyone in
the Keynsham area interested in having a say is welcome to come along. No booking required.
Mr Sage
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Calling all year 9 students (and year 10 students wishing to progress to Silver award). You have all been contacted via Insight about
enrolling for 2018-19. There will be information about the D of E scheme and an enrolment form which will need to be completed for
Bronze and Silver award.
Year 9 have had a special assembly to launch D of E Bronze award. This will be followed by a parent / carer evening at school on
Tuesday 2nd October 2018 in the IKB Lecture Theatre. If you are interested, read all the information carefully and discuss it with your
parents / carers.
Mr Sage

Sixth Form News
Sixth Form Open Evening - Wednesday 10th October
We are very much looking forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form Open evening on Wednesday 10th October, from 6 - 8pm.
You are invited to come along to talk with our team leaders, subject specialists and current Sixth Form students to find out more about
Wellsway Sixth Form and the subjects, enrichment opportunities and support we offer here. There will also be a careers advisor on
hand, and two talks from Mr Bray, our Director of Sixth Form, at 6.15pm and 6.45pm, in Lansdown Hall.
We think we have much to offer you. This year students have progressed on to a wide range of fantastic opportunities including
university, Higher Apprenticeships and employment, in sectors ranging from Computing to Sport to Business to Education to the
Creative Arts to Medicine (and many, many more!).
We hope you can join us on Wednesday for what is an important evening for Year 11 students on their educational journey through
Wellsway.
Mr Bray
Sixth Form Cambridge Residential Trip
Last week some of our Year 12 students were taken on a fantastic 2 day residential course to Cambridge University to sample lectures,
speak to staff, get involved in projects, look around the university and experience some of what the town had to offer. A fantastic way
to see what the future may hold!
Challenge Cup Update
Thank you to our wonderful Year 13 Officer Team for organising the entire Sixth Form for the first Challenge Cup joint event of the
year – Benchball! Some great teamwork, a little skill, a lot of fun, and the results going into the Challenge Cup. Results revealed on
Monday!

National Citizen Service
On Monday we welcomed NCS into Sixth Form to deliver an assembly about the amazing extra-curricular activities and projects that
students can get involved in. More details can be found here.
On Track to Bath and Access to Bristol
We have some fantastic connections with universities. These two schemes involve students experiencing the university environment
regularly throughout the year through workshops, lectures and much more for a wide variety of subjects. Fantastic preparation for
anyone thinking of applying to university.
These are highly competitive courses with imminent application deadlines. Student feedback about these opportunities has always
been excellent, and we have a great record of getting students places. Please make sure you have spoken to Mr Shafto and applied
online – Bath - Bristol
Raising money for MacMillan
Thank you to our Sixth Form Officer Team for organising the sixth form effort for the Macmillan Cancer Research Coffee Morning 2018
on Friday, both making and selling cakes to raise money for a great cause.
Bursary Award - Sixth Form
We are still accepting applications for the Sixth Form Bursary Awards for 2018-19 from all parents and carers. The explanatory
information surrounding the awards. Please click on this link for an application form, Sixth Form Bursary Application Form
Please note that any students that received an award in Year 12 must re-apply for one in Year 13.
The application deadline is Monday 1st October.

PTA News
We are an organisation of parents and teachers working hard to raise money for Wellsway Academy. We meet every second Monday
of the school term in the evening at 7pm.
Over the years we've bought all sorts of things to improve the school environment including: bird-watching cameras; library furniture;
washing machines for PE; outdoor seating; digital projectors; and science equipment to name just a few! We are now trying to raise
funds for a new 'food shack' to help reduce queuing in the dining hall. We run a variety of events including used uniform sales and
the annual Wellsway Artisan Craft Fair in November: www.wellswaypta.co.uk
We are always looking for new members to give a little time or lend their expertise; so if you are interested in joining us, please send
us a message at pta@wellswayschool.com or via Facebook here: www.facebook.com/wellswaypta/ or why not come to the next AGM
on 8 October at 7pm in the Conference Room at Wellsway School main reception.
Tracy Wadsworth, Friends of Wellsway PTA Chair

Craft Fair – Sunday 11th November
Friends of Wellsway School are holding a craft fair in November, we need parents and students to volunteer for an hour or two to
help us set up on Saturday or help on the day. All the money raised goes into our school. This year we hope to raise enough money to
buy a food pod for the students. If you can spare any time on either day please can you let us know by emailing
pta@wellswayschool.com
Fundraising
Please consider signing up to Easyfundraising.org.uk by clicking on this link. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ This helps to raise
much needed funds for school when you shop online. There are thousands of shops willing to make a donation to us if you buy from
them. For example, Expedia may donate around £30 for a family holiday! There is no change to you at all and it’s easy to use. Thank
you to the 61 supporters who have signed up and helped to raise £167 so far this year

Sport Wellsway
Swimming
Wellsway will be entering the Bristol Secondary Schools Swimming Association Sprint Gala, taking place on the evenings of the 12th
and 29th November. If you can make both of these dates, you are a competitive member of a swimming club, and would like to be
considered for the Wellsway swimming team, please contact chris.metcalfe@keynshamswimming.club, with your full name, contact
details and your school year.
Mr Evans

Year 7 / under 12 Rugby - Wellsway v Chew Valley
On Tuesday 25th September Wellsway year 7s hosted Chew Valley for their 2nd game of the season. After a resounding victory against
Oldfield the week before, Chew Valley were always going to be a tougher test and so it proved. In a physical game, Wellsway
demonstrated some excellent passing and offloading skills to run in 3 great tries early in the first half.
Once Chew Valley settled they were able to hit back with two tries of their own through their electric winger who twice sped down
the line out flanking the Wellsway defence. The second half was a really tight affair with some strong ball carrying and running from
both sides, the difference proved to be in the finishing as Chew Valley were more effective in taking their opportunities scoring two
tries in quick succession. In the final minutes of the game Wellsway were camped in the Chew Valley 22m area desperately trying to
crash over the line to secure a well-deserved draw, but the Chew Valley defence held strong to leave the score Wellsway 15 - 20 Chew
Valley.
Although Wellsway couldn't pick up the win, the real success was the fact that we had 22 year 7 boys representing Wellsway School
brilliantly, many of which don't play rugby outside of school, so the future looks bright for this year group!
Well done boys!
Mr Ive
Year 11 / Under 16 Regional Tennis Final - Taunton Tennis Club
After the success of last summer where Wellsway year 10 tennis team went through the season unbeaten to come top of the B&NES
and Bristol league, they qualified through to the Avon and Somerset regional finals at Taunton tennis club with the winners qualifying
for the National Tennis Finals.
With two pools of 3 and the winner of each pool going through to the final, Wellsway managed to win one match 5 - 1 against
Bromorgannog school from Wales, but unfortunately lost their 2nd match 2 - 4 to Hardy's School, Dorchester.
This was a fantastic achievement to qualify for the regional finals and prove they are one of the 6 best state schools teams in Avon
and Somerset. Huge congratulations to Tommy Mansell, Archie Brook, Will Brookes, Henry Fairbank - Stallard and Charlie Hodges.
Well done boys!
Mr Ive
Badminton For All!
Wellsway Sports Centre are running 2 badminton sessions after school every Monday – there is something for everyone!
Coached by professional coach Steve Hulbert.
3.15-4.15pm – Years 7-11, this session will help improve your technique and tactics, especially if you are studying GCSE PE!
4.15-5.15pm – Family Badminton, a chance for all the family to be involved! Any age and ability welcome, and play as a team.
Both sessions are £3 per person, no need to book in advance
Email scenquiries@wellswaymat.com for more details!
Mrs Gaiger

Careers News
CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
Year 12 visit to Trinity Hall, Cambridge University
Thursday 20th – Friday 21st September 2018 - 57 students from 8 secondary schools across B&NES
were invited to attend a 2 day residential at Trinity College, Cambridge. 4 students attended from
Wellsway School.
Day 1 – A tour of Trinity Hall ,where we would be staying, is one of the older colleges at Cambridge, students also
had the opportunity to sit in on two lectures; Natural Sciences (physiology), Dr Andrew Murray, or Arts/Humanities Theology
& Philosophy, Dr Stephen Plant, or Natural Sciences (Earth Science) Victoria Honour, or Arts/Humanities History taster session Dr Nick
Guyatt. After lectures there was a tour of a more modern college (Robinson). The evening presented a treasure hunt and an
opportunity for students to sample life as a student within the beautiful town of Cambridge

Day 2 – Opportunity for another lecture; Engineering practical followed by an ‘Applying to Cambridge’ talk and a visit to Sidgwick Site
or ‘Applying to Cambridge’ talk followed by a visit to the main Cambridge Library (there are over 100 libraries at Cambridge University)
Every student gained the full ‘student’ experience and acquired the knowledge that Cambridge is accessible
to every A-Level student, applications are welcome from all students subject to exam results and personal
interest.
Students are also graded on their ‘Subject curiosity’ , ‘genuine subject interest’, ‘super-curriculum activity’
words used by lecturers. Passion for your chosen subject is key. Mrs Millard

Staff Vacancies
For more information please go to https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers

