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Dates for the Diary
Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates
Year
For All

Activity
Date
Years 10 to 13 – GSCE/A Level Practical Information 25/09
Evening (For all GCSE/A Level PE Students)

Start Time and Venue

Open Evening for prospective Year 7 - 2019

6.00pm – 8.00pm

27/09

5.00pm – 6.00pm
Mendip Hall

7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Wellsway’s successes are the result of the whole school community focusing on the experience students have while they’re in
our care, whether that is the effort put in by students; the support their parents give to the school or the dedication of both
teaching and support staff. I’m sure parents can imagine what a delight it was to receive news this week that one of our
Inclusion Team, Lindsay Flower, has won the local award for Teaching Assistant of the Year and I’m sure those of you who have
had contact with her will join me in congratulating her on this success.
Success is the theme of next week’s house assemblies and in PSHE (Personal Social and Health Education) sessions students will
be discussing the many forms success takes, whether that is the more obvious achievement in exams; successes in extracurricular activities or personal successes in overcoming barriers. We worked hard last year to develop a new PSHE programme
for 2018-19 and the PSHE assemblies being held on Tuesday for Years 7-11 will focus on student safety, with Year 7 considering
online safety and Years 8-11 the dangers of sexting. PSHE is a key part of our work to prepare students for a successful and
happy adult life and I hope many of you will be able to attend our first Parental Information Evening on Thursday 18th October
where we will be outlining our work in this area.
Matthew Woodville
Principal

Weekly News

Lindsay awarded Teaching Assistant of the Year 2018 by Jim, from Teaching Personnel
I am delighted to report that Lindsay Flower, our Literacy HLTA at Wellsway School was nominated TA
of the Year and has won the award in the local sector, which was recognised in a prize giving
ceremony on Thursday. Lindsay was one of around 10000 nominees across the UK.
Lindsay’s hard work and dedication has yielded some truly impressive results and she is a fantastic
asset to our Inclusion team. It is wonderful that she has received this recognition. Much of her
excellent work is done behind the scenes but her ability to help and support has made a real
difference to our students. She is also our phonics guru and has led some very useful training for the
Inclusion department as well as being a mentor for some of our more recently appointed members of
the team.

Year 7 Literacy & Numeracy Evening for Parents/Carers
We are holding our Literacy & Numeracy evening on Thursday 4th October in Lansdown Hall from 6.30pm-7.30pm. All parents and
carers of Year 7 students are invited to attend this popular event, therefore we hope you are able to join us.
Students will receive a letter early next week. Please ensure you return your reply slip no later than Monday 1st October.
Mrs Pells

Student Photographs
Tempest student photographs will be available to collect from your child’s tutor from Monday 24th September. All returned order
forms should be handed in to main reception, no later than Friday 5th October 2018.
Ms Ross

Music & Drama

Grease Rehearsals for Wc: 24th September2018
Our thanks to parent and carers for their continued support for the show. Rehearsals have been fantastic with real energy and
enthusiasm. We’re delighted that our cast continues to grow. We currently have 120 rehearsing! We have a very busy week ahead
of us.
Monday 24th September
Tuesday 25th September

After school 3.15 – 5.00pm – Dancers, Drama Studio.
c and Drama News
After school 3.15pm
Chorus and dancers - Shakin’ at the High School Hop. Please make sure you have listened to this lots of
times! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNVSJiiCbIY
After school 3.15-5.00pm - Scene 3 and 4- T-birds, Pink Ladies, Chorus Captains - Those Magic Changes

Wednesday 26th September Lunchtime 1.40-2.00pm – Moonin Jan and Roger. No chorus captains!
After school 3.15-4.30pm – Chorus, no dancers required. - Shakin’ at the High School Hop.
After school 3.15-5.00pm - Scene 4 - Freddy My Love. Pink Ladies

Thursday 27th September

Everyone (including band) at 5.45pm- 8pm in Drama Studio in PE kit. Band can wear uniform or PE kit.
6th formers in all black for performing.

Thanks to Parents who have volunteered to help with costumes, set etc. We will be in touch!
Our thanks to St Monica’s Trust for their generous donation to help towards the cost of costumes. If you know of any other local
businesses who might like to help us please do point them in our direction.
Ms McLean and Miss Davies

Learning an instrument
We’re delighted that so many students are interested in learning an instrument. Due to teachers now confirming their timetables,
the next opportunity to learn an instrument will be in January. Please contact Ms McLean directly on imclean@wellswayschool.com
if you would like to register an interest in your child learning an instrument.
Ms McLean and Miss Davies

Extra-Curricular News

Green Team
If you are interested in joining Wellsway’s well-established practical environment & conservation club, why not come along to a trial
meeting on Wednesday 26th September 2018? We meet in the school garden (at the far end of Mendip courts) from 3.15 – 5.00 pm.
We will be doing some pond dipping, looking at the different habitats in the garden and doing some clearing up. You can get changed
into suitable clothing or remain in your school uniform (at your own risk!). Everyone is welcome – especially new (and old) members.
Mr Sage

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Calling all year 9 students (and year 10 students wishing to progress to Silver award). You will all be contacted via Insight about
enrolling for 2018-19. There will be information about the D of E scheme and an enrolment form which will need to be completed for
Bronze and Silver award.
Year 9 will have a special assembly to launch D of E Bronze award on Wednesday 26th September at 1.35pm in Mendip Hall.
This will be followed by a parent / carer evening at school on Tuesday 2nd October 2018. If you are interested, read all the information
carefully and discuss it with your parents / carers.
Mr Sage

Cycling to Wellsway School
With parents and carers’ assistance, we aim to ensure that our students’ cycling is as safe as possible on busy roads and are
constantly reviewing how our systems can be refined to put your child’s safety first.
Recently, an increasing number of students have been ignoring the school’s cycling code of conduct and cycling on school site, on
the pavements and causing some distress to parents of our family schools Chandag Infants and Juniors. Most worryingly, their
actions pose a risk to themselves not to mention damaging the school’s reputation as a respectful and considerate part of the local
community – which I’m sure parents will agree cannot be tolerated or ignored.
The school gates are closed to traffic from 3.05pm until 3.20pm to allow pedestrians to leave the site safely. In the interests of
safety, the school has decided that from Monday the bike shelter will remain locked until the vehicular gate is opened in order to
allow pedestrians to leave the site safely.
May I take this opportunity to remind parents of our cycling code of conduct:
Wellsway School Cycling Code
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Cyclists must wear safety helmets at all times when cycling.
Be courteous to other road users.
Always ride in single file.
Never carry anyone on your cycle.
Never carry items hanging from your handlebars.
Cyclists must dismount at the entrances to the school site and must not cycle on the school premises or across the school
field.
7. Once you have locked your cycle, do not return to the cycle shelter until you collect it at the end of the school day (the cycles
are under CCTV surveillance).
8. Bring with you your cycle permit when cycling to school so that you can show it to staff on duty.
9. On leaving the school, students must not mount until they are on the correct side of the road, facing the direction in which
they intend to ride.
10. Do not cycle on the pavement unless there is a marked cycle lane.
Mr Woodville
Principal

Visits
Year 7 Team Building Visit
Ahead of the visit to Wild Place on Monday, 24th September, this is another reminder that students need to be in school at 7.50am
and are expected back at approximately 5.30pm. Wear warm clothing suitable for being outdoors all day and bring a packed lunch;
this will be provided for students entitled to free school meals. Students who have asthma must bring their inhaler with
them. There will be five different activities that students will experience during the day. If you have any queries regarding this visit
or about Year 7 please do not hesitate to contact me at rbrownlie@wellswayschool.com
Miss Brownlie
Year 11 Geography Field Trip
A reminder that Year 10 Geography students will be on a field work visit to Bristol on Wednesday/Thursday. The visit will contribute
to students’ understanding of urban environments and fulfils exam board requirements. On their allocated day, students should be
in school at normal time and must wear uniform. Bring a waterproof coat as most time will be spent outdoors.
We expect to return to school in time for lunch however a packed lunch is recommended in case of any delays.
Mrs Rogers

Locker News
A specific locker has now been allocated to all students who have paid for a locker and submitted the application form. At various
sessions throughout the week, students were issued their locker. The focus this week was on Year 7 students although we are
pleased that we have been able to help most students from Years 8-11 too.

Locker News

If your son/daughter is wishing to have a locker but does not yet have one please ensure you have done the following: paid online
and attached proof of payment to the completed application form (sent to Reception). Send your son/daughter to Lansdown foyer
at the following specific times: Students in Year 7 – Tuesday 25th September - 8.30-8.45am or 1.45-2.05pm; students in Years 8-11 –
Monday 24th September – 8.30-8.45am or 1.45-2.05pm. Remember students need to bring a padlock with them. Students wishing
to continue using a locker from last year should also see me at one of the sessions on Monday.
Mrs Rogers

Sixth Form News
On Track to Bath and Access to Bristol
We have some fantastic connections with universities. These two schemes ‘On Track to Bath and Access to Bristol’ involve students
experiencing the university environment regularly throughout the year through workshops, lectures and much more for a wide
variety of subjects. Fantastic preparation for anyone thinking of applying to university.
These are highly competitive courses with imminent application deadlines. Student feedback about these opportunities has always
been excellent, and we have a great record of getting students places. Please make sure you have picked up the explanatory leaflets
from Mr Bray’s office and have spoken to Mr Shafto.
Mr Bray
Sixth Form Open Evening - Wednesday 10th October
We are very much looking forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form Open evening on Wednesday 10th October, from 6 - 8pm.
You are invited to come along to talk with our team leaders, subject specialists and current Sixth Form students to find out more
about Wellsway Sixth Form and the subjects, enrichment opportunities and support we offer here. There will also be a careers
advisor on hand, and two talks from Mr Bray, our Director of Sixth Form, at 6.15pm and 6.45pm, in Lansdown Hall.
We think we have much to offer you. This year students have progressed on to a wide range of fantastic opportunities including
university, Higher Apprenticeships and employment, in sectors ranging from Computing to Sport to Business to Education to the
Creative Arts to Medicine (and many, many more!).
We hope you can join us on Wednesday for what is an important evening for Year 11 students on their educational journey through
Wellsway.
Mr Bray
Sixth Form Challenge Cup
The Challenge Cup is already well under way – 2 rounds of the Tutor Quiz gone with CMC in the lead closely followed by RTH and
NLN. On Monday we have the first whole Sixth Form round during Period 5 in the Sports Hall devised, organised and run by our
Sixth Form Officer Team.
Also coming up this term we have the whole sixth form Mega Quiz, and Chess tournament. Updates will be provided on all of these
events in the coming weeks.
Mr Bray
Extra-Curricular Opportunities
The National Citizen Service will again be joining us next week to promote the fantastic opportunities they offer with our
students. We make a lot of effort to ensure that students have access to the best extra-curricular opportunities, and these are all
sent to Year 12 and 13 students in the Friday email.
Mr Bray
Bursary Award - Sixth Form
We are still accepting applications for the Sixth Form Bursary Awards for 2018-19 from all parents and carers. The explanatory
information surrounding the awards, together with an application form, is on our website
https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Sixth-Form/Bursary.pdf
Please note that any students that received an award in Year 12 must re-apply for one in Year 13.
The application deadline is Monday 1st October. Mr Bray

PTA News
Craft Fair – Sunday 11th November
Friends of Wellsway School are holding a craft fair in November, we need parents and students to volunteer for an hour or two to
help us set up on Saturday or help on the day. All the money raised goes into our school. This year we hope to raise enough money
to buy a food pod for the students. If you can spare any time on either day please can you let us know by emailing
pta@wellswayschool.com
Please consider signing up to Easyfundraising.org.uk by clicking on this link. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ This helps to raise
much needed funds for school when you shop online. There are thousands of shops willing to make a donation to us if you buy
from them. For example, Expedia may donate around £30 for a family holiday! There is no change to you at all and it’s easy to use.
Thank you to the 61 supporters who have signed up and helped to raise £167 so far this year

Sport Wellsway
Cricket team win National Trophy
Wellsway’s 1st XI cricket team are the proud winners of the Forty Club’s Cup awarded to the best school team that they have played
during 2018. The Forty Club is an adult cricket club founded by HRH Prince Philip to promote cricket in schools. As we have done
since 2003, Wellsway played the Forty Club this summer and beat them by 7 wickets chasing down a total of 195 thanks to an
undefeated 100 from George Wilshire with significant contributions from Will Thomas (captain), Sam Lowe and Will Burston.
In recognition of the quality of cricket played against them but also the manner in which Wellsway’s boys conducted themselves
throughout the game, the Forty Club has announced Wellsway as the national winners of the “Harry Grierson Trophy”. The team’s
captain and I have been invited to Lord’s Cricket Ground to receive the Trophy at their annual dinner.
Wellsway is one of only a small number of state schools in the whole of the country that still plays post-16 cricket so to have been
selected for this award ahead of all the independent schools is an enormous honour for the school. Well done to all the players
concerned.
A full match report is available here: http://www.thefortyclub.co.uk/fixtures/wellsway-school-v-we-4
Mr May, 1st XI Manager
Wellsway School Equestrian Team
The team have to date been hugely successful when out competing against some very stiff competition and mainly against schools
in the private sector. Their success has been due wholly to the hard work and dedication of the riders and their families. If you are
interested in joining the equestrian team (which is run by parent volunteers) or would like more information, please contact Mr
Evans. It is important to note that you must have your own Pony/Horse and transport to take part.
Mr Evans
Girls Rugby - Keynsham RFC
Keynsham RFC are running a ladies/girls touch rugby session on a Monday evening 7-8pm and they would be very happy to
welcome any new players of any age from year 6 up. The hope is to attract enough new players that would be able to start a team
and move to contact. Feel free to turn up from next week onwards.
Mr Evans

Careers News
CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION
The Wellsway Careers Centre is now the ‘Careers Hub’ we are still based in the sixth form corridor
next to Room M32
Open to ALL STUDENTS On Monday – Thursday 8.45am – 3.00pm
Drop in to make an appointment, pick up information, ask a question or Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com
This year we’re aiming to hold weekly careers focussed events with employers at the Careers Hub – watch this space for further
information and dates !
Mrs Millard

Staff Vacancies
For more information please go to https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers

Local Events
Minervas Owls of Bath
The fabulous Owls of Bath weekend is being held next Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th September, when all 82 supersized owl
sculptures (plus 2 new owlets) will be displayed in one giant 'parliament' on the Bath Rec for a weekend of family fun!
It will be a fantastic family event to raise funds for four local charities, with lots of free activities when you're there, including
meeting real owls, owl badge making, Hobbycraft design an owl competition, owl pellet dissection (!), Bath City FC's 'Beat the
G'owlie' and visits from Olympic Gold medalist Amy Williams and Horrible Histories illustrator Martin Brown.
For more information please visit the Owls of Bath website

US Universities Information Evening – 2nd November 2018
Studying at universities in the United States is of increasing interest to UK students. Badminton School invite
students and parents/carers to an information evening. If you are interested please click on this link
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/us-universities-information-evening-in-bristol-with-elon-university-ithacacollege-tcu-and-trinity-tickets-50275691948?aff=ebapi

