Issue : 1014 10th December 2021

Message from the Principal
Dear parents and carers

Key dates
Monday 13th & Tuesday 14th December

Community - "Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." – Helen Keller
This week’s Ammonite is another bumper edition and what makes it
particularly special is it demonstrates our students’ hard work, resilience and empathy. Students trying to be the best they can be.

Christmas Concert
Thursday 16th December
KS5 Celebration Evening
Friday 17th December

Our students have been involved with supporting our local community; I’ve been particularly impressed by our sports leaders, supporting last night’s fantastic GCSE Dance evening and in giving up
their Sunday morning to support the Saltford Santa dash.

Christmas assemblies & end of Term 2—
early closure @ 1.25pm

This community spirit is very much in evidence this week and I was
delighted to meet Mike, Stephanie, Josh and Logan, who have
helped Helen in our resources department with our Christmas parcels for the homeless, more on this story below. We have also been
raising money today for Save the Children, with our annual Christmas Jumper day.

Term 3 begins

Wednesday 5th January 2022

There’s also a whole host of sporting news, including our winning
Year 7 Netball team who beat Hayesfield Girls’ School this week. I
want to pay tribute to our Year 7 football team who, despite losing
to a more experienced and established team of players, sang all the
way back to Wellsway, with the same spirit and enthusiasm that
they left with. I’m sure we will hear more about this team in the future and, given their infectious energy, their future success.
We’re incredibly proud of our young people and I have no doubt you
are too. There’s some amazing Design and Technology work included in this edition and it’s wonderful to be able to celebrate the
efforts of all our Futura students on campus, including the work
from Imogen below. I’ve written this before and hope you’ll forgive
me for repeating, but it summarises this term:
“We have a wonderful and hardworking community, all coming together to support our students and provide the best opportunities
possible, after an extraordinary year it is clear that this human spirit
and collective mind set is as strong as ever at Wellsway.”
Have a wonderful weekend and I hope you enjoy reading more
about our students below.
Best wishes
Rob Pearsall , Principal & Executive Head of School, Wellsway School and
IKB Academy

Sporting Fixtures
Tuesday 14th December
Year 7 and 8 Sports Hall athletics @
Wellsway – Starts at 3.15pm
Year 10 Football (Somerset cup) @
Crispin School – Leaving school at
1.30pm
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All our winners have demonstrated Endeavour, Resilience and Empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be
confident, respectful and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”.
Congratulations go to our winners and nominees this week:
Year 7 – Ella Grace G for being a super kind friend and helpful in tutor time.
Year 8 – Lolah M for coming in early to do maths homework with Mr Whittle.
Year 9 – Melanie J for lots of house points and getting involved in equalities.
Year 10 – Ben S for being polite and offering to help before staff have even had a chance to ask.
Year 11 – Amy B for being helpful in tutor time.
Year Y12 - Will S for excellent work in Sociology.
Year Y13 - Job T on his personal success and achievement, we are very proud of this.
Mr Pearsall
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Sports Hall Athletics

The Year 8 Sports Ambassadors were in action this week as they helped organise and run a Sports Hall athletics
event for Year 6 pupils from 6 local primary schools. The Ambassadors helped set up all the equipment before the
children arrived and then were responsible for running, officiating and scoring the events. A particular thank you to
Millie and Phoebe who did a wonderful job collecting and inputting all the scores into the spreadsheet. Well done
to everyone involved.
Mrs Burston

Year 7 Win B&NES Netball Tournament!

The Year 7 Netball team, captained by Molly, travelled to Chew Valley on Wednesday to play against 9 local schools
in the BANES tournament. They girls have been training together as a squad since September and have made great
progress. The team got off to a fantastic start winning all 4 games in their pool, beating Oldfield, St Marks, Chew
Valley and Norton Hill. They faced Ralph Allen in the semi- final, where they played superbly, making a large number of interceptions and shooting brilliantly. The final score was a win to Wellsway 5-0 and the girls were delighted
to have progressed to the final where faced a very strong Hayesfield team. The final was extremely close with both
teams battling hard for every ball. Our defenders, Isla and Darcy were exceptional, keeping pressure on the shooters and not allowing any easy shots. At full time the score was 1-1 so extra time was played. Wellsway held their
nerve and worked brilliantly as a team to secure the victory 3-2 and become BANES Champions. I was so proud of
all the girls involved, not only with how well they played but more importantly with how they conducted themselves throughout the tournament. Well done to Molly, Ilsa, Darcy, Eva, Mea, Sophie, Jasmine, Steph, Ria and
Gracie
Mrs Burston
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Music & Drama News

The Christmas Concert is nearly here! There are still a few tickets left https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
wellsway-school
Students involved in the rehearsals on Monday at the following times:
Period 1 – Orchestra
Period 2 – Orchestra, Choir and Year 11 GCSE group
Break
Period 3 – Ukulele and guitar, Folk Group, Year 11 ukulele group,
Period 4 – Disco Inferno, Year 10 GCSE, 6th form boomwhackers and band (1pm)
Lunch – Pianists can have a go on the piano!
Period 5 – Everyone in the concert. Run through. Please be ready to start at 2.05pm
All students need to go home at 3.05pm and return at 6.30pm. Doors will open at 6.30pm. There will be refreshments for sale prior to the concert. We would advise bringing some cash in case we cannot use contactless.

Disco Inferno
Our thanks to every student who has put in so much hard work over the past two terms in preparation for our
show in February. The new rehearsal schedules has been uploaded onto MS Teams - Wellsway Extra-Curricular
Music and Drama - Disco Inferno - Files - Disco Inferno Term 3 2022 rehearsal schedule. To help with planning we
have tried to keep the chorus just rehearsing on Tuesday but there are a few Sunday rehearsals to note.
No rehearsals this week because all cast and chorus are performing in the Christmas Concert on Monday and Tuesday.
Advance warning - rehearsals for the first week back:
Thursday 6th Jan 3.30-5.30pm all leads and band.

Sunday 9th Jan 10am-4pm All leads, disco divas and dancers. Band from 1.30-4pm
Ms McLean
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Year 11 Virtual
Parent/Carer

Saltford Santa Dash

Evening

The Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening will be
taking place virtually on Thursday the 13th
of January 2022 via SchoolCloud Parents
Evenings, which we have successfully used
recently for other parent evenings
throughout the Trust. This application allows users to book appointments online
and conduct appointments remotely via
video communication.

Last Sunday a group of Year 8 and 9 Sports Ambassadors spent the morning
helping at the Saltford Santa Dash. It is a fantastic community event which
consists of a 1 mile run for the children and a 5 mile run for the adults. The
Ambassadors undertook a variety of tasks, including shaking the charity
buckets and taking on the responsibility of handing out medals at the end of
the run. Some jogged alongside the younger children encouraging them as
they ran the last few metres. I have received a lovely email from the organisers of the event who said the Ambassadors ‘were all so helpful, and a pleasure to work with.’ Well done to all involved.
Mrs Burston

Full instructions on using this application
and how to log in will be sent to parents in
due course, and we will open for booking
from 4pm on Friday 10th December 2021.
Mrs Waldock

Year 9 Virtual Parent/Carer Evening
The Year 9 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on Thursday
the 20th of January 2022 via SchoolCloud Parents Evenings, which we have
successfully used recently for other parent evenings throughout the Trust.
This application allows users to book appointments online and conduct appointments remotely via video communication.
Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will be sent to
parents in due course, and we will open for booking from 4pm on Wednesday 5th January 2022.
Mrs Waldock
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Year 11 Textiles

This term Year 11 textiles students have been busy with their coursework. This section shows off the brilliant
design ideas students have been producing.
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Well done Year 11 textiles - I am super proud of you!
Miss Davies
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Year 13 Festive Buns

A huge well done to Poppy G-P who made festive buns as part of her coursework cook. She used a range of secret ingredients
and also included strawberries. Well done Poppy, we are really proud of you.
Chef Bye and Miss Davies

Year 10 Creative Tech
Creative Tech year 10 students have
done a fantastic job completing their
wooden toys as part of the
introductory project. Each student
researched a toy artist, developed
their skills making the wooden toy
using hand tool, and finally painted
them to their chosen design.
Ms Smith

Y10 Textiles
A huge well done to Molly for
her amazing applique and
reverse applique work! Some
wonderful samples Molly!
Miss Davies

The Ammonite newsletter: 10 December 2021

A Celebration of GCSE Textiles Work

Another amazing and very proud
week for Year 10 textiles students.
Here we see some lovely photos of
weaving, tie dye and pleats.

This week we have been learning
about all the different ways fabric
can be pleated. We have tried an
inverted box pleat and a knife
We also had some wonderful tie
dye homework.
Well done Amy, Julia, Lilia and
Molly!
Miss Davies
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A Celebration of A Level Textiles Work
A Level students are making excellent progress with their exam books. We are currently making final products. We
will upload photos of final products when they are finished.

Well done to Grace for her brilliant A Level textiles
sketchbook. Here we see some slashing fabric
work, applique, heat gun work and hand stitching.
Miss Davies

Chiana has been working hard on her
sketchbook for A Level textiles. Chiana
has experimented with hand-made
felting, painting and layered textiles.
Here we see some wonderful photos of
her samples. Well done Chiana!
Miss Davies
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A Celebration of A Level Textiles Work Continued….

Well done to Hettie, Ava and Zoe for their
beautiful A Level textiles sketchbooks. Zoe
produced a wonderful tiger pencil drawing for
her nature project. Ava made an amazing
under the sea scene with jellyfish and Hettie
has produced a wonderful Asia research page.
We are really proud of the class!
Miss Davies

Here we see some beautiful work produced by Katie in Year 12. Katie's project is based on the environment and
under the sea. Katie initially produced a mind map for idea generation and created her own jellyfish out of organza fabric and wool. The pages show layered textiles which have been stitched and painted to give a textured
effect. Well done Katie!
Miss Davies
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Year 7 Opal Coast Trip

Well Done Imogen!

A huge well done to Imogen Cummings Year 11 (IKB student) who has
produced some wonderful design ideas which consider environmental
impact. Imogen will be investigating samples and techniques for her
final design in the coming weeks.
Miss Davies

Sixth Form Applications
A reminder to all Year 11 students that you can apply to Sixth Form
via Insight between 8th and 15th December. For more detailed information please see the letter sent on Thursday 2nd December.
If you are unsure of your subjects, please don't panic, simply pick
your current top 3 and you can discuss your choices during your interview and update them prior to enrolment in September.
Mr Littleboy
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Art This Week

It has been another busy and fruitful week in the art department this week.
Year 11 students have been experimenting with mono
printing. Alice Powell Chandlers pictured, were particularly successful, showing great attention to detail.

Year 8 made a mighty effort producing monster pinch
pots in clay for their 'Telling Stories' project.

Year 9 have been busy refining watercolour techniques
and researching the artist, Salvador Dali. They have also
produced some fantastic art history timelines for homework.
Miss Wilton

The Ammonite newsletter: 10 December 2021

A Christmas “Thanks” for the Green Team!

I have been overwhelmed with the support I
have received this year from the Green Team!
Most school years are well-represented, and
we have made huge progress towards converting the school garden and pond into a Forest School area suitable for students of all ages. We are currently busy constructing nest
boxes, benches and a wellie rack, ready for
next spring (see photos). A huge thank you to
all of you for your enthusiasm and good humour, and your desire to make the world
a better place. Special thanks to all the adults
for their support, including some former Green
Team members. Merry Christmas to you all!
Mr Sage
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PSHE

During this term, students in years 7 to 10 will be exploring the theme of ‘Celebrating Differences’ in PSHE. Year 11
will be exploring the theme of 'Healthy Me' in PSHE.
Session content for week commencing 13th December:



Year 7: Belonging



Year 8: How can I make a difference? & How different are we really?



Year 9: Discrimination & Is being different a good thing?



Year 10: Control in relationships session 2 & Challenging inequality



Year 11: Pregnancy session 2 & Healthy and unhealthy relationships

The Ammonite newsletter: 10 December 2021

Principal’s Christmas Card

Two weeks ago I asked Ms Wilton, Deputy Curriculum Director and subject lead for art if she would ask her
Year 11 students to design a card for me to use as Principal. The two classes took to this task with great enthusiasm and there were many worthy winners; in the end we chose three designs pictured below to use. The digital snowman is by Anna; the Robin by Imogen and the Christmas tree by Corinne. Simply stunning work and I
look forward to making this an annual event to showcase some of the work of our creative and talented students. Thank you so much to all involved.
Mr Pearsall
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Homeless Christmas Boxes

I have to confess I am camera shy and I only feature in the article above by request of Helen Neal in our resources department. Helen is one of those people who embodies the spirit of Wellsway, a dedicated and hardworking member of staff for
whom nothing is too much trouble. Including the many calls for late photocopying that come from our staff, Helen and her
team are always there to help. Each year Helen organises an appeal with staff with a donation box in the staff room. Once the
items have all been collected, Helen, Rachel, Kelly and some of our students make up these presents to donate to https://
www.helpinghomelessbelieve.co.uk/about/
They not only look amazing but are packed with items that will bring cheer on a cold winter’s night, as well as practical everyday items we might take for granted. Pictured with me are: Mike and Stephanie plus Miss Razgui from our Inclusion team.

Y11 Photographs

Mr Pearsall

Taken 6th December

Y11 students were handed their proof/online
order form when they had their annual school
photograph taken on Monday this week.
For those parents who are yet to order online,
you have until Monday 3rd January 2022 to take
advantage of free delivery back to school.
Ms Ross

We would like to thank the
students from Inclusion who
made these wonderful cards to
be placed in the gift boxes that
have been made up for the
Homeless in Bristol. They will
given out on Saturday the
18th of December and I know
that the message that they
have written in these cards will
mean a lot to the recipients.
Mrs Neal
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Christmas Jumper Day 2021

Today students and staff at Wellsway School have been taking part in Save the Children's Christmas Jumper Day and donations to Save the Children have been coming in all week. Every penny raised will “help children in the UK & around the world
get the basics they need to laugh, play & see the magic all around them again”. As of 11am today we were just £12 short of
our target and we hope that a few more donations may sneak in over the weekend (please see the link below). Thank you to
all students, staff, parents and carers for their support with this event.
Mr Knowles
Our Christmas Jumper Day (savethechildren.org.uk)
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Futura Sixth
Year 12 Ice
Skating Trip

All students in Year 12 across
the partnership at Wellsway
School, SBL Academy and IKB
Academy are being given the
opportunity to attend a team
building trip to Planet ICE at
Cribbs Causeway on Wednesday
15th December. Full details have
already been sent to parents,
carers and students via Insight. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to mix with
other Year 12 students and build
on new relationships established. Don’t miss the deadline
of 12noon, Monday
13th December to give parental
consent and make payment for
Wellsway School and IKB Academy students here: Wellsway
School Online payments - Login
Mrs Rogers

The Careers team are back in the Careers Hub
Drop in to ask a question or enquire or
Email – Wellsway School Careers Coordinator
amillard@wellswayschool.com
Or
Futura Learning Partnership Careers Advisor
mmillard@futuralearning.co.uk
You can find all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway School website, which you can access
here

