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On Tuesday, I had the privilege of attending the funeral for Joan
Ellison, who sadly passed away recently. Many friends and
former colleagues of Joan attended the service, who was the
last of the original teachers at Wellsway when it opened in
1956.

Key dates

The eulogy was an extract from a memoir her daughter had
requested Joan wrote about her life, a large part of this about
her career as a teacher. You may be aware that last Sunday
was World Kindness Day, a day marked across the globe to
promote the importance of being kind to one another. It is
observed to make the world a better place by celebrating and
promoting good deeds among people.

Friday 9th December

Listening to Joan’s memories and reflections on her career, I
was struck by this overriding theme, reflected in the many
tributes read out: her kindness. Joan was not only a highly
regarded colleague but someone who cared deeply about
people; having the highest aspiration for the people in her care
and actively seeking ways to collaborate. Joan was passionate
about creating opportunities through her love of languages,
trips and for sport.
Therefore, I was delighted this week to find out about some of
the things which our students having been doing to show kindness to others and around our Futura values: Opportunity,
Aspiration, Collaboration and Respect - they seem to capture
Joan’s spirit. I know given her passion for rugby and close links
she had Keynsham Rugby club, she would have been actively
involved with our Girls’ rugby programme, now taking place on
Mondays.
I think Joan would know her legacy lives on at Wellsway in the
articles in this week’s Ammonite. There is a lot to celebrate this
week, more inspiring art work, students of the week, active
citizenship and we also get an update on ‘book buzz’.
Our wonderful young people striving to be the best they can be
and finally many thanks to our PTA for the funding they have
secured for our students through last weekend’s Artisan Fair.
Best wishes
Rob
Rob Pearsall
Principal and Executive Head of School
Wellsway School and IKB Academy

Thursday 24th November
Year 12/13 Parent/Carer Evening

Festive Jumper
Day
Christmas
Jumper
Day

Monday 12th December
Christmas concert
Tuesday 13th December
Christmas concert
Thursday 15th December
KS5 Celebration/Reunion Evening
Monday 8th May 2023
Coronation of King Charles III - Following the
announcement this week by e Prime
Minister, Wellsway School will be closed on
Monday 8th May 2023 for the additional
Bank Holiday. The bank holiday will fall on
Monday 8th May, following the Coronation
on Saturday 6 May.
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The Year 7 Netball Team
Wednesday night when they played Ralph Allen in a home fixture. The weather was extremely poor which meant moving the
game into the Sports Hall. The girls’ showed amazing teamwork, moving 200 exam desks to clear the hall before Ralph Allen
arrived, to allow the game to go ahead!
20 girls were representing Wellsway last night, divided into 2 squads of 10. For many of the players it was their first time
representing the school at Netball and for several it was their first match ever!
I was so proud of how the girls worked together, encouraging each other to play to their potential, supported by our amazing
Year 11 leaders. It was also great that many of the Year 7 Club players stayed behind after school to support their friends.
Team 1, captained by Sophia M, put in great performance. It was a very close game but Wellsway came away with a win 3-2.
Player of the game was awarded to Lola E.
Team 2, captained by Emily S, faced a strong Ralph Allen team. They defended well and improved throughout the match. The
final score was a 4-1 win to Ralph Allen. Player of the game went to Belle H.
Well done to everyone involved.
Mrs Burston.
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Principal’s Student of the Week
All our winners have demonstrated endeavour, resilience and empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be
confident, respectful and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”. At Wellsway
School, we have something we try and instil into students: it is okay to fail if you do not give up. It is
important to see the journey and remember that you simply haven’t got there yet! This week’s nominees have all
demonstrated that mind-set and trait.
Our winners:
Year 7 Giselle T – outstanding work in Drama and English

Year 8 Finley HW – getting involved in extra curricular activities
Year 9 Fearne M – great work in English
Year 10 Saif K– super on it in English
Year 11 Katie G – very helpful in a cover lesson
Year 12 Zoe L - played the last post in IKB remembrance 2 minute silence
Year 13 Katie G – excellent motivation and attitude to learning

Principal’s Personal Achievement Award
Ariana’s 10K success
I was delighted to meet Ariana who completed a 10km walk in aid of the brain tumour charity
recently. She has raised nearly £600 so far. We are incredibly proud of her efforts and if you would
like to know more you can follow the link to her fund raising page https://the-twilight-walkvirtual.justgiving-sites.com/fundraising/arianas-twilight-walk-fundraising-page#donations
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Thank you
Chandag Infant School have a fireworks display every year and this
year it was their 5th display.
These 3 young men Ollie B, Callum M and Finley W marshalled and
helped look after visitors on the night.
We would like to recognise them for their great effort and support on
the night.

Thank you for Two Rivers
"On Tuesday 8th November, student representatives of all ages from across the Futura Learning MAT met at the new Two
Rivers site to help shape Trust Policy in such areas as Food Security and Sustainability, Sustainable Energy Use and Reducing
Waste.
These four Wellsway girls’ took a leading role in the discussions that took place in their workshop with the Trust's in-house
catering company Zest. Not only did they contribute some excellent suggestions, but they also supported much younger
pupils to share their ideas.
The action plan created by all the groups will now be shared at the very highest levels within the Trust.
Well done to all concerned.

Mr R.Gascoyne
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Christmas Concert
We're excited that so many students are getting involved in our annual Christmas Concert which will take place on Monday
12th and Tuesday 13th December 7pm, Mendip Hall.
All our Year 7s have been learning Merry Christmas Everybody, with our Year 9s learning the ukulele and guitar part.
In addition to our choir, orchestra, soul and funk band, our school production member will also be performing.
In order to plan for this event, please complete the form below if your child will be performing in the concert.
We understand that some may not be able to perform on both nights - please indicate this on the form.
The link for tickets will be published in The Ammonite next week. https://forms.office.com/r/L6pS3BmUJz
Ms I.McLean

Celebrating the arrival of the Bookbuzz books.
There was much excitement this week as students in Year 7 and 8 received their Bookbuzz books. One student said of their
book, Horror Heights, the slime, “I really like this book
because it keeps you on the edge of your seat! There are lots of close shaves."
Students will have the opportunity to read and respond to the books they have received over the next weeks/months. We are
excited to find out their thoughts and favourites as time goes on.
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Bookbuzz ‘Dazzle Me’ Project
Your chance to get creative!
To celebrate the wide variety of books students have received, the Dazzle me project will
give students, who have received Bookbuzz books to get creative about what they have
read. Prizes for the most creative will be awarded.

The Bookbuzz ‘Dazzle Me’ Project
Your Dazzle Me Project could be in the form of a…

Poem or song

Book review

Cake or delicious
dish

Persuasive speech Monologue

New front cover de- Story inspired by
sign
the book, characters or setting

News report

Piece of art work e.g.
painting, drawing,
sculpture, model,
canvas.

Or something else! This is YOUR project so as long as it links to
your book, you have creative freedom!
Show off your skills!
More details coming from your English teacher in the next two
weeks.
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A recent visit to Shepton Mallet Prison
IKB, SBL and Wellsway social science students went to Shepton Mallet Prison and had a full prisoner experience and tour.
This helped them with context during their studies when they cover punishment in their respective courses.
They really enjoyed it!
Mrs S.James

United Nations Association (UNA) Sixth Form Peace Conference
On Wednesday we attended the United Nation Association conference which focused on peacebuilding from its grass roots,
considering how actions on an individual scale could support this. We had the opportunity to hear from Isabel Cartwright,
who works worldwide to promote change. Additionally, there was a workshop section where we discussed prominent global
and national concerns with other sixth form students from the Bath area. These included societal issues such as the housing
crisis which we then pitched to the rest of the assembly in a 2-minute presentation. It was enlightening to hear the
perspective of others and we would definitely recommend attending if you have the chance to in the future.
Well done to Keziah, Ru, Jessica & Margaux!

Film Studies
th

On Wednesday 16 November, Y12 Film Studies students attended an exclusive screening of Alfred Hitchcock's seminal Cold
War spy thriller, North by Northwest, at the Watershed cinema in Bristol. The film was screened as part of the Into Film
Festival, an annual nationwide event aimed at nurturing student's burgeoning passion for film and showing them the wide
variety of careers that film can lead to. Moreover, the screening showcased Bristol's own Hollywood heritage, with an opening talk about how Cary Grant - one of the leading actors of Hollywood's golden age - grew up in Bristol and was
inspired by the city around him, eventually swapping the west of England for West Hollywood and leading roles in films like
North by Northwest.
Mr M.Simpson

The Ammonite newsletter: 18th November 2022

Art Work
"Year 7 and 9 have begun their Art rotations with a wonderful start. They have introduced their projects with title pages. Year 7 are
looking at 'Around the World' and Year 9 are looking at 'Environment'. Year 7 has used images associated with travelling around the world and
used colour pencil on their title and some images. They have then coffee stained their background as coffee is drunk around the world, but
each country has its own unique way of preparing this drink. Year 9 have used mixed media collage, colour pencil and watercolour to create
their title page looking at environment."
Miss N.Lloyd
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Year 7 Specialised Cells Model
Well done to the Year 7 students in Miss Pratt's science classes for their fantastic specialised cell model homework's that they submitted this
week. A special congratulations to Lylah C, Esme H, Lucy W, Giselle T and Louie C for winning the most scientific model award.
Special congratulations also goes to Freddie W, Bea P, Isobel M-C and Henry D for
winning the most creative award!
A very well done!
Miss Pratt
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Year 12&13 Virtual Parent/Carer Evening
The Year 12 & 13 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on Thursday 24th November at 4pm via SchoolCloud Parents/Carers Evenings, which we have successfully used recently for other parents/carers evenings throughout the Trust. This
application allows users to book appointments online and conduct appointments remotely via video communication.
Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will be sent to parents in due course, we will open for booking from
4pm on Monday 14th November and close them on Tuesday 22nd November at 9am.

You Shall Go To The Ball!
A letter has now been emailed to all Year 7 explaining how to sign up for the whole year group trip to Cinderella at the Bristol
Hippodrome. Remember, payment AND consent are made through SCOPay which appears as “Online Payments” on our
school website Home / Wellsway School.
Mrs F.Rogers

A-Level Geography Residential Trip
Final arrangements are underway to secure a residential trip for Year 12 A-Level Geography students. As in previous years, the
group will visit the Slapton Ley study centre in Devon which has an excellent reputation and is part of the nationally recognised
Field Study Council. The trip will take place Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th March 2023 and we anticipate will cost in the region of
£250. As always, we will update you on further plans as soon as we are able.
Mrs F.Rogers
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On behalf of Friends of Wellsway PTA, thank you to
everyone who helped at the Craft Fair this
weekend. We couldn't run this event without your
support and really appreciate you coming to help out.
It was a really good day and we raised nearly £3000
for the PTA.
Hope to see you all again next year!
Thanks again
Friends of Wellsway PTA

Band Showcase
Congratulations to Arlo Lippiatt who has organised a Young Bands Showcase at Rough Trade in Bristol on Sunday
20th November 6pm - 9.30pm. Two of the bands performing are from Wellsway, Crimson Fury and Fluorescent Switches.
It should be a great night and is free entry.
Ms I.Mclean

Reflection Station
'Last week the most recent addition of the reflection station joined in with the school recognition of Remembrance.
Available in the library when it's open for anyone who would like to pause and reflect on those in conflict past and present.
It will change again next week so watch this space!'
P.Lovell

CAREERS NEWSLETTER
Wellsway School Careers Hub – Careers Update: 9th November 2022
Drop in to ask a question, enquire about anything ‘careers’ OR
Email – careers@wellswayschool.com
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Basketball club
Due to year 11 exams continuing next
week, there will be no basketball clubs
afterschool on Tuesday or Wednesday.

Festive Jumper Day
Friday 9th December

In honour and commemoration of the reign of her majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Wellsway school has
planned community planting events (on Saturdays 19th and 26th of November from 10 a.m. to midday) to
restore the original hedge along the front of school. We are aiming to plant one tree for every pupil at
Wellsway.
We would like to keep a written record, in a leather-bound book, of everyone who plants a tree, and their
reasons for planting it. Your message could be about someone in your personal life you would like to plant
a tree for, or a hope for the future that you would like to 'grow' as you watch your tree grow.
You are cordially invited to (one or both) commemorative tree-planting events.
All you really need is enthusiasm, plus some gloves, wellies and a spade... and to have read the simple
planting advice below!

We would like to make sure everyone doesn't arrive at once, so please also choose a half-hour slot on the
form link below to allow time to plant your tree, write your commemorative message and have a cuppa.
https://forms.office.com/r/4du6PrWUzE
Places will be allocated in order of speed of your reply. If you don't hear from us, this
means that you have been successful in booking your timeslot!
We look forward to seeing you there, and to planting some trees with you...
Richard Gascoyne
Wellsway School Forest Learning and Outdoor Wellbeing HLTA
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