Message from the Principal
Wellsway Celebrates Outstanding Progress 8 Score for 2022
Welcome to this week's Ammonite. It is hard to believe that we have
reached the end of our first term. It has definitely been busy and packed
full of fun activities!
Yesterday, the national data for all schools was released and we are d
elighted to inform you that students at Wellsway achieved a really strong
Progress 8 scores of +0.51. This means, on average, that our students
achieved half a grade more progress in every subject than the figure for all
students in England: https://www.find-school-performancedata.service.gov.uk/school/137523/wellsway-school/secondary
We are also delighted with our A-Level results, where around two thirds of
all grades achieved were at A*, A or B.
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Key dates
Monday 31st October
Start of term 2
Thursday 10th November
Year 10 Parent/Carer Evening
Thursday 24th November
Year 12/13 Parent/Carer Evening

This year saw all subject areas return to examinations for all GCSE
qualifications, following Teacher Assessed Grades. There has been lots of
discussion, as I am sure you are aware in the press, on how these exams
would be tougher given the challenges the students went through.
However, despite the significant anxieties/ concerns in the media, we are
delighted to report that our results are once again excellent and we
congratulate our Year 11 students on their outstanding GCSE results.
Our students, staff and parents worked together as a team and the outcomes achieved were really impressive. I would like to thank our whole
school community for their hard work and effort over last 12 months – you
have all been amazing, and we look forward to building further on this
success.
This week, we have been celebrating the successes of both individual
students and also many of our sports teams who, yet again, have delivered
excellent results in the competitions which have been taking place. Our
Key stage three girls’ football teams were particularly busy taking part in
several fixtures. In our House celebration assemblies this week, all students
who had achieved at least 10 house points were entered into a raffle for a
selection of prizes. This change to our rewards system was based on
student feedback and the work undertaken by our House councils and
were very well received. It was great to see so many students being
rewarded for their hard work and effort, as well as kindness towards
others. A big thank you must go to the pastoral team and tutors for
organising this. This new event is definitely going to be a hit over the
coming terms!
I should also like to take this opportunity to thank the Wellsway PTA for
their generous donation for ‘Book Buzz’, a scheme which will purchase all
of our year 7 and 8 students a brand new book from a range of acclaimed
authors. Literacy and promoting the joy of reading remains an integral part
of our school life and we hope our students enjoy the books they receive.
Best wishes for a peaceful holiday.
Rob Pearsall
Principal and Executive Head of School
Wellsway School and IKB Academy

Student Attendance
Attendance—A reminder that when
sending emails regarding student
attendance, please send them to our
enquiries email inbox enquiries@wellswayschool.com
with the subject FAO Attendance
Improvement Officer Ms Louise Fox
or email direct to Ms Fox
lofox@wellswayschool.com. Please
do not email direct to Miss Lucy Fox lfox@wellswayschool.com who is
one of our science teachers.
We realise that this is an easy
mistake to make and thank you in
advance for your support with this
request.
Mr Ive
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To promote our reading for pleasure further, the Friends of
Wellsway have kindly funded the Bookbuzz initiative, which has
allowed us to give all students in year 7 and 8 the opportunity
to select a book of their choice to own. These amazing top titles,
will be presented to students as a gift from us to further support
their reading enjoyment.
If your child is in year 7 or 8 and interested in more than one
title, or your child is in another year group and interested in
these titles, we will also have a set in the library for students to
borrow.
Look out next term for the competitions related to Bookbuzz.

The House Reading Cup challenge is well underway with lots of house bookmarks being returned. Newton and Burnett are currently very close in the running. If your child has any bookmarks they need to hand
in, remind them to hand to their tutor, as their will be individual prizes as well.
Tutors have already selected their most awesome students for achieving amazing reading this term.
Postcards are on their way home to celebrate these students brilliant reading achievements.
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Year 7 Netball matches against Ralph Allen
The Year 7 A and B Netball teams played Ralph Allen School on Wednesday night. The A team, captained by Eva W, was a very
closely fought match, with both sides demonstrating excellent defending skills, making it hard to pass the ball into shooters. The
score was extremely even until the final quarter of the match when Wellsway began to dominate, passing with more speed and
accuracy. The final score was a win to Wellsway 12-7, with player of the game awarded to Eva W.
The B team, captained by Nia J, was a more one-sided affair. Wellsway dominated from the get-go, working
brilliantly as a team, making great interceptions, and shooting with accuracy. We used the match as an opportunity for players to
experience new positions and work on set plays. The final score was a win to Wellsway 12-2, with player of the game being awarded to Isabella G.
A huge thank you to Emily, Ella, Elena, Martha and Anelise for their help with coaching the players and officiating the matches.
Mrs Burston.

Girls’ Rugby – Year 7
After half term, we are working with Switch rugby to provide all girls in year 7 with the opportunity to experience rugby in some of
their PE lessons. Students still need to bring the same PE kit and will be informed directly through Bromcom which lessons this will
be for.
This is a very exciting opportunity, which I hope all students enjoy and hopefully can also start playing rugby outside of school with
a local club being Keynsham RFC.
Mr R Evans
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Great Week for Girls’ Football

The key stage 3 girls’ football teams had a busy week last week with a
number of fixtures and tournaments!
On Tuesday, 27 students went to Kingswood School to take part in the
SAFE (Supporting All Football Equality) Cup. This opportunity was
organised by Avon and Somerset Police officers who were in attendance
explain the importance of equality, not just on the football pitch but in all
walks of life. All matches in the afternoon were played in great spirit,
and it was clear to see what a positive effect the lionesses’ victory in the
summer has had on young footballers. All 3 Wellsway teams played
brilliantly, with the Year 9 team coming in 2nd place and the 2 Year 7/8
mixed teams coming in 3rd and 4th place respectively.

to

Later in the week, a mixture of KS3 girls took part in an 11-a-side fixture against Hayesfield School. Just like earlier in the week, the
game was fiercely competitive yet played in the right spirit. Wellsway created a number of really good chances throughout the
game, but unfortunately ended up losing 4-1 to a strong Hayesfield side. It has been great to see the increase in popularity of girls
football since the start of the academic year, and is very much something we are excited to promote more!
Mr Barter
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BaNES Cross Country Success
On Tuesday 17th October we took a group of students to compete in the annual BaNES XC at Kingswood School.
After running a qualifying race during inter-house, we took the top 8 male and female finishers from Y7 (minor competition), Y8/9
combined (junior competition), Y10/11 (intermediate competition) and Y12/13 (senior competition). The sun was shining and it was
set to be a great day of competitive running, with the top 8 of each category being invited to attend the next round.
George took to the course first, representing senior boys, and in a field of around 20 boys just missed out on a medal, finishing in a
fantastic position of 4th place. Next up were the junior girls, in a field of over 100 students, Lucy was the first to cross the line for
Wellsway in 21st. Senshu led the way for the Wellsway minor boys, finishing in 7th and securing himself a spot in the next round.
The intermediate girls followed and another qualifying position came from Phoebe (Y9), also in 7th place. Ewan (Y8) was the first to
claim a medal for Wellsway, being in the younger half of the age category, he placed 2nd in the junior boys race. Success followed
as the intermediate and senior girls raced together. Amy (Y13) was quick to pull away from the pack and maintained her lead
throughout, claiming 1st place. Holly (Y10) was not far behind, crossing the line second, she took 1st place for the intermediate girls,
beating the field of many Y11 and sixth form students. It also wasn’t long until Flo (Y11) completed the course and crossed the line
in 7th for the intermediate girls, also securing an entry in the next round. The final race of the day was the intermediate boys, where
Sid also qualified for the next race finishing the course in 7th place. A big well done to all who competed and thank you to everyone
who came to support! Good luck to those competing in the next round!
Miss Barron and Mr Barter
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Interhouse Cross Country
Over the last couple of weeks we ran the Interhouse Cross County Competition. We held races for each year group, which were
all contested in an excellent manner. Students who finished in the top 8 (age band dependent) qualified to run for the school in
the B&NES Cross Country this week too. Below I have identified the top three finishers in each age group, along with the
winning houses from the placing of students. Well done to all students who took part and we look forward to the Netball and
Rugby competitions which will take place in term 2.
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Extra-curricular programme for Term 2

Fixtures after half-term
The first week back after half-term there are the following fixtures. Information will be sent to students directly on Bromcom.
Tuesday 1st November
Year 7, 10 and 11 Rugby V St Gregory’s @ Wellsway
Wednesday 2nd November
Year 8 and 9 Rugby V St Gregory’s @ St Gregory’s
Year 9 Netball – B&NES Tournament @ Oldfield
Thursday 3rd November
Under 18 Hockey v Beechen Cliff @ Wellsway.
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Principal’s Student of the Week
All our winners have demonstrated endeavour, resilience and empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be confident, respectful and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”.
At Wellsway School, we have something we try and instil into students: it is okay to fail if you do not give up. It is important to see the journey and remember that you simply haven’t got there yet! This week’s nominees have all demonstrated that mind-set and trait.
Our winners:
Year 7- Kyle W – so helpful and polite, wishes everyone a good day
Year 8 – Blake D – picking up rubbish after break time
Year 9 - Callie R – excellent effort in Drama
Year 10 — Jenson A F – great progress in business
Year 11 – Jack C – helping Mr Notton with his books without being asked
Year 12— Hollie M - excellent start to Year 12 and a positive sixth form role model around the school
Year 13 – Joe D – amazing at the open evening – “that lad is going places”
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Year 13 Textiles
A huge well done to the A Level textiles students who have produced some amazing work in their sketchbooks. I am
really proud of the students for all their hard work. I look forward to seeing their final pieces take shape over the
next few terms.

Year 7 Textiles
Well done to Year 7 textiles students for producing an excellent set of friendly monster designs. We have a wide
range of colourful and fun monsters which have been made to a good standard. Well done Year 7!
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Year 10 Textiles
A huge well done to Year 10 textiles students who have made these very tasty looking felt packing products. If you
had to choose one to eat - which would be your favourite? I am so proud of how hard Year 10 have worked this
term. Our sewing skills are really coming along! I am lucky to teach such a lovely class. Well done Year 10.

Year 10 Product Design
Year 10 have done a fantastic job creating their range of
different animals this term. They have all shown excellent
confidence and skills using the different tools and machinery. Its lovely to see you all looking so proud of your hard
work. Well done year 10!
Miss Wright

Year 10 Textiles
A huge well done to Olivia who made this fabulous pillow for a baby family
member. Olivia said she couldn't hand sew before making the cushion. The
hand stitches Olivia learnt are super neat and completed to a high standard.
Well done Olivia - Max is so lucky! I could not be more proud of you.
Miss Davies

Year 9 Textiles
Well done to Year 9 textiles students
who have been busy making ocean art
textiles pieces. They are super bright
and colourful and look fabulous as one
big art piece. The students learnt how
to tie dye, use heat guns and applique.
The students were really keen to iron
their tie dye and couldn't wait for their
turn on the ironing board. When asked
if they would now be offering to do all the ironing at home, unfortunately their
response was not too positive! I will keep trying!
Miss Davies
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PSHE topics for this fortnight
In Term 2, Years 7-10 will be exploring the topic of
'Celebrating Differences'. Year 11 will be exploring the
topic of 'Healthy Me'.
Here are the PSHE topics for the next fortnight:

Thank you to everyone who supported World Mental
Health Day last week by wearing yellow and donating
to the Young Minds charity.
We raised a final total of £390!
Below are some slides we saw in Assemblies and tutor
time during the week.

Year 7: Celebrating Differences and Equality
Year 8: Celebrating our differences
Year 9: Celebrating our differences
Year 10: Celebrating our differences

Year 11: Healthy Me and Exams
Ms Jones
PSHE Lead

The Careers team are back in the Careers Hub . Please see the latest update here
Careers Update: 19th October 2022 Drop in to ask a question or enquire or

Email – Wellsway School Careers Coordinator amillard@wellswayschool.com Or

Year 10 Virtual Parent/Carer Evening
The Year 10 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on Thursday 10th November at 4pm via
SchoolCloud Parents Evenings, which we have successfully used recently for other parent evenings throughout the Trust. This application allows users to book appointments online and conduct appointments remotely
via video communication.
Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will be sent to parents in due course, and we will
open for booking from 4pm on Tuesday 1st November.
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There is a local youth centre opening up in Keynsham! Many of you might have been involved with the focus groups last
week about this or read about it in last week's edition. Please see the posters to show the opening times and location and
check the centre out on Instagram by scanning the QR code to get updates. There will be takeaway pizza, healthy snacks,
hot chocolate, cookies, music, arts activities (badge making and sticker making), game consoles (XBOX 360), pool, table
football, table tennis and a Quiz available. ALL activities are free and optional, people can just come and use the Wi-Fi and
chill, eat & hang out. 14-year-olds can attend all sessions so they can feel which age group/ session is best for them. If you
have any questions, please private message the centre on Instagram or ask Miss Lloyd.
Your Local Youth Centre

The Ammonite newsletter: 21st October 2022

The Ammonite newsletter: 21st October 2022

