Message from the
Principal
Dear parents and carers
“You keep putting one foot in front of the other, and then one day
you look back and you’ve climbed a mountain.” Tom Hiddleston
This week it is the turn of our Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Silver group to spend the weekend on
their practice expedition on Exmoor. The DofE was designed to challenge young people between
the ages of 14-24 to attain standards of achievement and endeavour in a wide variety of active
interests – to serve their communities, experience adventure and to develop and learn outside
the classroom. We are delighted to have so many students participating at each award level and
like last week’s Gold students, we are sure our Silver students will have a successful weekend. As
a Futura school we are working towards enabling young people to:




understand that learning is a process that is hard, the struggle and perseverance towards success is more important than the answer
approach a challenge with excitement and not fear, believing they can get smarter and enjoy being praised for hard work, perseverance and improvement
treat others with empathy, remembering that everyone is different and that by understanding others we will better understand ourselves

You will have read in the national news that once again Covid is creating challenges in schools, in
particular around staff absence. We are seeing many schools locally having to make tough choices
on activities and in some cases moving year groups to rotation. Despite the challenges this week
has brought in covering absent colleagues, we have somehow made it to Friday without having to
cancel or compromise on our planned events.
It has been touch and go at times and we are very thankful that by luck we still have so much to
celebrate in this week’s Ammonite. It is full of examples of our fantastic students and future students challenging themselves, showing resilience and being kind to one another.
Have a wonderful weekend.

This picture was taken last week on the day it did not stop raining, the spring sunshine has been
very welcome this week on campus.

Best wishes
Rob Pearsall
Principal & Executive Head of School
Wellsway School and IKB Academy
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Key dates
Monday 28th & Wednesday 30th March
Y11 Food Tech Exams
Friday 25th –27th March
Silver DofE Expedition to Exmoor
Monday 28th March
Dance Umbrella
Thursday 31st March
Y12&13 Parent/Carer Evening

Wednesday 30th March, 9am
Y12&13 Parent /Carer Evening closes for
booking
Wednesday 31st March , 4-7pm
Y12&13 Parent /Carer Evening

Student Attendance
Attendance—A reminder that when
sending emails regarding student
attendance, please send them to our
enquiries email inbox enquiries@wellswayschool.com
with the subject FAO Attendance Improvement Officer Ms Louise Fox or
email direct to Ms Fox
lofox@wellswayschool.com. Please do
not email direct to Miss Lucy Fox lfox@wellswayschool.com who is one
of our science teachers.
We realise that this is an easy mistake
to make and thank you in advance for
your support with this request. Mr Ive.
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Compton Community Action Week- Hope for Ukraine
As part of Community Action Week Wellsway School Community will be raising money and collecting items to
help the crisis in Ukraine. Students will attend House assemblies on the history of Ukraine, the current situation
and how we as a school community are going to provide support . They will also be participating in tutor activities,
including writing messages and making cards for Ukrainian families.
To support children and families in Ukraine, Wellsway School will be setting up a collection point from Monday 4th
April, where students will be able to donate items from the ‘Essentials’ list below as part of the Hope for Ukraine
charity. The school will also be raising money to support families in Ukraine on Friday 8th April by participating in a
Blue and Yellow themed Mufti Day.

Drop offs from Monday 4th April
Womens:
Sanitary items
Bodywash
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Flannel
Hand Sanitiser
Deodorant

Babies:

General:

Nappies
Wet Wipes
Barrier Cream (e.g. Sudocrem)
Food Pouches

Towels, Blankets
Sleeping mats
Toddler pillows and duvets

Formula Milk
Bottles and brushes
Dummies
Sponge

Medical/Cleaning:

Soft hairbrush
Wash cloth

First Aid kit
Detergent

Clothes **WARM**
Any baby clothing
Toddler clothing and shoes
Teenage
NEW UNDEWEAR ONLY

Non-perishable food:
Coffee sachets or tins
Herbal or green tea
Packet soups
Quick cook noodles
Pasta
Rice
Sugar
Biscuits
Sweet cereals
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Principal’s Student of the Week
All our winners have demonstrated Endeavour, Resilience and Empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be confident, respectful and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”.
At Wellsway School, we have something we try and instil into students: it is okay to fail if you do not give up. It is important to see the journey and remember that you simply haven’t got there yet! This week’s nominees have all
demonstrated that mindset and trait.
Congratulations go to our winners:
Year 7-Louis Z– outstanding effort in humanities
Year 8 –Esme B – supporting others in textiles
Year 9 -Fletcher B – increased resilience
Year 10 -Jayde D – always being positive
Year 11 -Joe H – supporting others in Drama
Year 12 -Joe B - excellent attitude to learning across all subjects and brilliant Psychology test scores
Year 13 - Mackenzie H - excellent performance in Disco Inferno

Year 12/13 Virtual Parent/Carer Evening

Warmer Weather

The Year 12/13 Parent/Career Evening will be taking place virtually
on 31st March 2022 via SchoolCloud Parents’ Evenings. This application allows users to book appointments online and conduct appointments remotely via video communication.

Reminder for all students to bring in a water
bottle especially with the weather getting

Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will have
been sent to parents previously. The bookings are now open and
will close on Wednesday 30th March, 9am.

warmer.

Year 11 and Year 13 Group
Photos
School Photo proofs have now been given to all
students. Please note that the deadline to receive free p&p for online orders is Friday 1st
April. Please ask your child to speak to their Tutor

Vaccination session Thursday 12th May (Mrs Dursley)
The School Age Immunisation Team will be in school on Thursday 12th May to give the HPV vaccination to year 8
boys and girls. You will have recently received information and an e-consent via Insight so a prompt return is appreciated. Please note the link closes at midnight on Thursday 5th May.
Wellsway School is unable to answer any queries about the vaccinations so should you need support in completing
the consent or have questions relating to this programme please contact the School Age Immunisation Team on
VCL.immunisations@nhs.net or phone 0300 247 0082 and an adviser will be able to assist you.
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Billy Chip Winners
Thank you to everyone who donated to the Billy
Chip charity last term for Burnett’s Community
Action Week.
As a school we raised £720 which surpassed our
target and means that the charity will be able to
set up at least 2 new outlets to support them.
Thank you also to all the students who designed
some beautiful new Billy Chips in tutor time. The
winning entries are photographed and it was a
tough one to judge! Winners will receive a £5
Amazon voucher and a Billy Chip keyring. Miss
French will meet with the winners during a tutor
time next week to deliver their prizes.
Winners:
Year 7 – Sophie L
Year 8 – George S
Year 9 – Melanie J
Year 10 – Holly B
Year 11 – Florence E
Year 12 – Evelyn S
Year 13 – Danni F

Stem Club
Today in STEM club, the students were
carrying out flame tests to determine
different metals in chemical compounds. They all did an excellent job!
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"Our Wellsway Keynsham museum is continuing to
take shape as we have now visited St John's and
Chandag school. Our Year 5 students have worked
extremely hard to create displays on Roman, Medieval and Stuart Keynsham with lots of exciting information and artefacts.
Our next event was at St Keyna on the 24th of
March in the Modern period and this will
be followed by our final exhibition event in Mendip
Hall on Monday 28th March. It would be lovely to
see Wellsway students and parents come to explore Keynsham's history and celebrate the work of
our Year 5s.
A special thanks to our recent Wellsway helpers
Josh N, Adam L, Sam B Harvey H and Daisy C.
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Y11 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Students cooked their final practical exam this week. They
cooked for 3 hours and produced some wonderful looking and
tasting dishes.
Fantastic work - really well done, Jessica W, Lyla L, Charlie B,
Dylan J and Charlie H.

Wales Millennium Centre Trip
We had a fabulous trip to Wales Millennium
Centre on Monday with 48 students to see a
performance of Madam Butterfly by Puccini. For the majority of our students, this was
their first experience of the opera and they
did themselves proud as audience members.
There was much to admire in the staging,
lighting, costumes and orchestra and we all
enjoyed the addition of a toddler who was
present for much of the opera! We're very
proud to have students who take up new experiences such as these and look forward to
organising more concert trips in the future.
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Sports News
Year 9 Football v Beechen Cliff

Year 10 Football v Beechen Cliff

On Tuesday 15th March, the Year 9 football team
Wednesday 16th March saw the Year 10 football team
travelled to Beechen Cliff, following the strong perhost Beechen Cliff. With the very strong performances
formance at St Gregory’s the week before. It was the our Year 10 team have had to date, we knew this game
home team who struck first, only for Aaron S-W to
was going to be a challenge!
equalise soon after due to the pressure the whole
The weather was awful, with heavy rain throughout, but
team were putting on Beechen Cliff. This saw the
this did not dampen the work rate and spirit of the Wellsteams equal at 1-1 going into half time. The second
way team. It was Wellsway who took a 1-0 lead into half
half was another close encounter, but it was Beechtime with an excellent finish from Joss R. The second half
en Cliff who added to the score with four more goals.
was highly competitive, with both teams very close to
The final score of 5-1 did not truly reflect the nature
scoring. With ten minutes remaining it was Beechen Cliff
and competitiveness of the game.
who scored to tie the game at 1-1. The final ten minutes
Man of the Match: Ed N.
continued in the same manner, but neither team could
score the winning goal for a final score of 1-1. It was an
excellent performance from all students.
Man of the Match: Charlie B.

Swimming

Bristol Schools Rugby

Congratulations to Phoebe N in Year 11, who has recently qualified to compete at the British Championships in April in both the 50m and 200m breaststroke,
along with the 200IM and 400IM.

Last weekend, three of our Year 11 students attended
a rugby tour with Bristol Schools Rugby.

This is a fantastic achievement and we wish her all the
best for the competition and look forward to hearing
how she gets on!

They played three games against different Cornwall
teams winning each one (22-28, 19-24, 7-14) and even
found some time to go surfing!
Well done to Leo H, John W and Dan F.

Year 8 Football Team
Wellsway School 8 - 1 Beechen Cliff School
MOTM: Charlie
Goals: Jacob (2), Charlie, Ed, Will (2), Zak (2)
Another strong performance by the year 8 football team, to defeat a good Beechen Cliff team in the cold and
wet. Wellsway went down early in the first half but regained control with a strong team attack and an energised defence, to take a 2-1 lead at half time. Wellsway then carried this performance into the second half,
taking complete control of the game and scoring another 6 goals. An excellent performance all round, well
done!
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Year 7 Football Team
Last week the year 7 football team produced an impressive all round team display to beat St. Gregory’s 6-1.
This week they travelled to Beechen Cliff for their toughest game of the season and despite going down to a 3-1
loss, produced a spirited display, hitting the bar once and
going close to scoring a number of times. A neat finish by
Anton S finished off a good team goal and the boys
battled well without luck!
We look forward seeing some new players in action who
have made the squad to face St. Marks next week.

Year 8 Hockey Team
The year 8 hockey team had a fantastic result
earlier in the week against Ralph Allen.
Amelie C, Harrison L and Lucy B dominated
defence, with Reece J keeping a clean sheet
as his first time in goal! The attack was superb
with Daisy H, Gaia P, Freddie M, Oliver MC
and Leo R, scoring four goals to win 4-0.

Year 9 Netball Team
The year 9 netball team put in an outstanding performance in the South West Netball Semi Final against
Clevedon School. The girls showed great determination and positivity throughout the match despite being
a few goals down at half time.
Emily, Kaya and Elena were exceptional in defence,
turning over balls and winning rebounds throughout
the game. Elliane, Sophie and Amelia stayed strong
and focused to move the ball up the court and make
some amazing interceptions. The shooters Ella and
Martha were running rings around the opposition’s
defence, scoring some incredible goals.
Final score 31-24 to Wellsway! A special shout out to
Martha for being awarded player of the match. All
students showed great confidence and resilience to
beat a very physical team.
Congratulations and best of luck in the final!
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KS3 Challenge Programme
After school on Tuesday 15th March 40 KS3 pupils had
great fun acting out a criminal trial. Lansdown hall was
set up as a court room. Pupils took on the roles of defendant, witnesses, barristers, clerk, jury and reporters,
and Mrs Peace was the judge. The clerk swore in the
witnesses, then the barristers for the prosecution and
defence questioned the witnesses and the defendant,
then made their summary statements. The jury then
went off to debate whether the defendant was guilty or
innocent. When they returned, we all waited in silence
for the verdict: "Innocent!"
On Tuesday 22nd March 85 pupils attended an activity
session "How to be Successful." We looked at biographies of some famous successful people and analysed
what it was that made them so successful. Then we
considered our own motivation, independence and resilience and tried to apply the metacognition cycle to
learning a new skill.
Our next event will be a beginner class in Latin after
school on 10th May.

Article by Y12 Student Amila for her A level
History
Recently I have had the privilege to take part in the Holocaust educational trust programme along with many other History students
across the UK. This was such an amazing opportunity for me because it allowed me to learn about the Holocaust in
a way that isn’t taught in school. Over the past couple of weeks, I have spoken to many experts in this area of History who have helped me, and many others understand the huge impact that this topic has had on so many people
across the world during the war and many decades after. The people who run the programme dealt with these
topics sensitively and respectfully and turned a historical event into a humane education. I am very grateful for the
opportunity to listen to Steven Frank, a holocaust survivor, and hearing his story brought these tragic events into
reality rather than just words in a book. The programme has really given me an insight into the severity of the Holocaust and taught me that statistics are impersonal because they prevent us from understanding why the Holocaust happened, and rather than remembering the estimated 6 million who perished but to remember them as
individuals in their life before the war.
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British Schools Karting Championship
On Wednesday 16th March three of our student took part in
the British School Karting Championships. A team consisting of
Kelly C, Janos B and Leon S competed against schools from all
over Bristol, and even as far as Stroud. There were some very
experienced and competent racers in all the teams, and it was
a highly competitive event with some extremely close and
fierce racing. The team put in an excellent performance and
finished 3rd overall. In addition, this podium finish for the team
has meant that they have qualified for the BSKC regional final
taking place in May 2022.
This is a fantastic achievement for the boys and we wish them
the very best for the regional final and look forward to hearing
about further successes.

Year 9 Football v St Marks
On Wednesday 23rd March, the year 9 football team travelled to St Marks for their final league game of
the year. Following a defeat to Beechen Cliff, Wellsway were determined to improve and get a better result this week. Wellsway opened the scoring through Charlie S, then Joss L added a hat trick, before Rhys J
added a fifth. One final goal was scored before half-time, with Aaron S-W scoring a free kick from outside
the box. The second half saw Wellsway increase the pressure, demonstrating excellent team play and
maintaining possession of the ball for significant periods of play. Further goals were scored in the second
half from Tom E (3), James M, Harry H (2), Aaron S-W and Archie N. A more important aspect of the game
was the way in which the team conducted themselves against a less experienced team. All students should
be proud of their conduct and attitude during this game. Final score: St Marks 0 – 14 Wellsway. Man of the
match: Joss L.

Staff Netball – Professional
Development

Sporting Fixtures Week Beginning Monday
28th March:

It was great to have coaches from Team
Bath netball in this week to work with PE
teachers from Wellsway, SBL, BDS, Broadlands and St Marks. A great opportunity
for staff to share and develop their skills in
this activity. One in which we are seeing a
lot of success with both the year 7 and 9
netball teams in finals this week.

Monday 28th March – Dance Umbrella @ the Bath Forum
Tuesday 29th March – Year 8 and 10 Football v Beechen Cliff ‘B’ @
Wellsway
Year 10 GCSE PE Badminton Moderation (group 1) – Sports Hall
Hockey – Year 7 and 8 V St Gregs (away).
Wednesday 30th March – Year 10 Netball tournament @ Ralph Allen.

Darcey H, Y12 on Recently Completing an Access to Bristol Course
“I found out about the Access to Bristol scheme through Mr Wilkinson's futures group and applied to the history
team to find out more about history at university. The scheme is open to local students studying for A-Levels or
equivalent to work with academics specialising in their chosen subject and current students who can offer information and advice about university life. It also includes a guaranteed contextual offer to Bristol University. I
attended five sessions, some about student life and the University of Bristol and other more subject specific ones
in which I learned about the stories of enslaved people who rebelled and escaped, history of art and history in
film. I felt it was a very worthwhile scheme which has given me insight into university life and studying history at
degree level.”
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Student’s Artwork
Year 8
Year 8 have produced some fantastic work
this rotation as part of their 'Telling Stories'
project in Art. Here is another piece
of some very inventive character designs
inspired by Tim Burton, along with some
very refined pen work.
Well done Year 8.
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Year 10
The quality of work just keeps getting better and
better from year 10s.
I am very impressed with how independently all
are working along with students’ commitment to
their work.

Year 7
It is always a pleasure opening the door of the
Kiln to see how student’s work has turned out.
This week year 7s 'Under the Sea' clay work had
its final glaze firing and they look absolutely fantastic.
A reminder to students to take these home by the
end of next week.
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