Message from the Principal
Delivering kindness and compassion
“Do things for people not because of who they are or what
they do in return, but because of who you are.” – Harold S.
Kushner
Last Sunday, members of Futura attended the formal commissioning of our School Chaplain, Pip Lovell. The service’s
theme was light - a fitting service given that the days are
now getting lighter. Pip’s work in school centres is being a
listening ear and showing kindness and compassion to others. This theme is one that has informed the work we are doing, both in school and outside, building stronger links with our local
community.
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Key dates
Monday 14th February 4pm
Year 8 Parent/Carer Evening Opens
Monday 14th—Thursday 17th February
School Production—Disco Inferno

At the beginning of the autumn term, our Heads of House led assemblies around the theme of
kindness and compassion.
Next week will be our second Community Action week of the year. You may remember before
Christmas, students created Christmas cards for both Mencap and a local Nursing home during
allocated tutor sessions. This week we have welcomed into the school members of the BillyChip
Foundation, Meg, Jon and Sarah. They hosted assemblies with our students about their wonderful work and discussed ways in which we as a community can work collaboratively with them.
There is more on this fantastic social enterprise below. We are delighted to be supporting this
charity led by our alumni.
It has also been a week of success for Wellsway. Our Parliamentary debating team took part in
the Oxford Union BP debating competition on Monday for the first time and are to be congratulated for their efforts. Their achievement getting into the competition is not to be underestimated. More success followed on Wednesday in the Somerset Cup when our Post 16 students
reached the next round. Thank you also to all the parents and carers who also attended out Year
11 Supporting Success Evening on Wednesday night, there’s information in this edition on advice
and guidance for revision.
In this week’s edition, you will also find more amazing work being completed by our talented
students in Design and Technology; this week it is mini trousers and t-shirts as well as profiteroles.
In addition, we have our students of the week.
We will be back next week with our final Ammonite of the term, celebrating the end of term in
style with our school production, Disco Inferno.
Not a week goes by when our students do not inspire us with their talent, energy and commitment. When we come together and support one another, great things happen.
Have a lovely weekend.
Rob Pearsall
Principal & Executive Head of School
Wellsway School and IKB Academy

Disco Inferno!
We have released the final tickets for Disco
Inferno https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
wellsway-school It promises to be a superb
evening of entertainment, suitable for all the
family! Doors open at 6.30pm with students
DJing prior to the main event at 7pm. Our
thanks to the PTA who will be selling refreshments.
Sunday 13th February - Everyone, including
chorus, 10am-4pm
There are no rehearsals after school next
week for obvious reasons! All students are
expected to go home and come back to
school at 5.45pm - no earlier! The band
need to be in school by 6.15pm.
Our thanks to all parents and carers who
have supported the rehearsal process which
started back in September. We look forward
to welcoming you to Disco Inferno!
Ms I McLean
Director of Music - Futura Learning
Partnership
Deputy Curriculum Director for PE and
Performing Arts - Wellsway School
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Principal’s Student of the Week
All our winners have demonstrated Endeavour, Resilience and Empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be confident, respectful,
and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”.







Year 7 – Esme D – Outstanding effort in lessons
Year 8 – Charlotte L – Outstanding contribution to student council
Year 9 – Owen G– Came first in under 15s welsh shotput
Year 10 – India W – Distinction in Ballet exam
Year 11 – Neesh G – Fabulous tour of the school for a year 5
Year 12 – Rob S - Excellent contributions to all lessons and tutor time activities. A well-respected member of the sixth form.
Year 13 – Rose P- Excellent commitment to her studies, which produced very good mock results.
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KS4 Girls Hockey
On Monday, the KS4 Girls Hockey team played host to Beechen Cliff KS5 Girls' team. Many of the Y11 and Y10 GCSE PE students were
using this as evidence towards their practical score, and so, it was beneficial to play an older team to challenge the girls. The first quarter
saw Beechen Cliff take the lead, despite some great saves from debut Goalkeeper Izzy and some brilliant defending from Steph and Flo.
The second quarter led to Wellsway scoring a goal of their own, with some great attacking play from Mindy and Gracie. The second half
of the game, Wellsway worked better as a team utilising Ellie, Abbie, Holly, Carys and Bella in midfield, whilst Katy and Macey dropped
back to make some excellent clears in defence. Wellsway tried very hard to add to the score, pushing forward and creating chances, but it
was Beechen Cliff who left with the win. A good performance from Wellsway and they should be proud of their performance against an
older, more experienced side!!
Miss Barron

KS4 Girls Netball
On Thursday, two teams of Y10 and Y11 students travelled to Haysefield for a Netball fixture. With a mix of players across both year
groups we played lots of rotations, mixing up the teams each quarter. We played 2 X 15-minute quarters, followed by 2 X 8-minute quarters to ensure maximal game time before the light was lost. With lots of versatile players, the girls adapted well to working with new players, with clear communication and brilliant teamwork in order to make turnovers in defence and work the ball up the court to create
shooting opportunities. We came away with some wins and lots of coaching points to work on in training. Well done girls, an excellent
team performance across both courts!!
Miss Barron
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Candles and Commissionings

PSHE
During this term, students in years 7 to 11 will be
exploring the theme of 'Dreams and Goals' in PSHE.
Session content for week commencing
14th February:






Year 7: Making a difference
Year 8: Gambling
Year 9: Mental health strategies
Year 10: My resilience toolkit
Year 11: Reflection

Another reason to celebrate! On 31st January, we officially commissioned Pip Lovell, our trust Chaplain during a celebration of Candlemas, hosted by Churches Together of Keynsham and Saltford (CTKS), at St John’s Church, in Keynsham. Supported by Members of the local churches CTKS, Diocesan Chaplaincy Advisor, staff
of Wellsway School, Trustees and Heads of schools in Futura Learning Partnership.
It was a lovely and joyful service of light and music.
Pip is excited to continue in her role, being alongside staff and students to support
and resource in many ways. She is also looking forward to starting something new
for students to explore faith and the big questions in life so watch this space!

Ms Jones
Teacher of Languages
PSHE Subject Lead

HPV vaccination for all
Year 9 students
You will have received an email from the Wiltshire
Schools Immunisation Team regarding the HPV
vaccination for students in year 9 on Thursday 17
March. If you have not already done so please follow the link to read the information and sign the
consent form. The link closes at midnight on
Wednesday 9 March. If you do not have access to
an electronic device or have a query please phone
the Immunisation Team direct on 01225
838270. On the day please ensure your child has
eaten breakfast and girls are wearing a tshirt or vest
top underneath their school shirt.
Mrs Dursley

Lateral Flow Testing Kits
We encourage regular testing in accordance with
national guidance. Lateral Flow Device rapid testing
kits are available from reception for any students
who require them.
Mr D Cooper

Year 8 Virtual Parent/Carer Evening
Thursday 3rd March
The Year 8 Parent/Carer Evening will be taking place virtually on Thursday 4th March using SchoolCloud. This application allows
users to book appointments online and conduct appointments remotely via video communication.
Full instructions on using this application and how to log in will be sent to parents in due course, and we will open for booking from
4pm on Monday 14th February.
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Year 11 Supporting for Success Evening
Thank you to those parents /carers who were able to attend our Supporting for Success evening on 9th February. If you were unable to join us, we have provided a link to the presentation below for your information. Students have received this information as
part of their assembly programme.
Supporting for Success Presentation

We would like to draw your attention to some key dates for the summer – the exam season begins on Monday 16th May and ends
on Wednesday 29th June. The majority of students will sit their final exam on 23rd June, but there is an exam contingency day on
29th June which could be used by examination boards to reschedule any exams that might be postponed in the unlikely event of a
day of national emergency or mourning (this is a routine arrangement, not one specific to this year). Could I also take this opportunity to remind you that the next set of Yr11 internal exams begins on Monday 7th March.
Pictured are Mr Cooper and Ms Brooks leading the same presentation to Year 11 students in school
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Burnett Community Action Week
We were delighted to welcome in the team from Billy Chip to run assemblies this week to kick
of Burnett’s community action week. The Billy Chip was invented by Billy Abernethy-Hope a
twenty year old ambulance driver from Bristol. Sadly Billy died before the scheme was
launched by his family in his memory. Giving a homeless person a Billy Chip enables them to
buy a hot drink or snack and gives them some much need human interaction. Both of Billy’s
parents are Wellsway alumni and so we were thrilled that they we able to come and work
with us this term – John was shocked at how much had changed at Wellsway and how well behaved our students are!
Our students have engaged well with assemblies this week where we learnt how we could support this fantastic cause.
Next week students will be designing their own Billy Chips and we will created a collage of their work to be displayed in
school next term. We have set up a JustGiving page to enable us to raise funds for the charity. You can donate via this
link: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/wellswayschool?
utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=wellswayschool&utm_campaign=pfpemail&utm_term=10600399c1584b70aacd6f88f1b685ec.

Just £2 will buy a Billy Chip to be given to a homeless person and our target of £300 would enable the charity to set up a
new vendor for the scheme. We would love to raise as much as we can and thank you for your generosity!
As Billy would say ‘You’re fabulous and don’t you ever forget it’!
Miss H French
Head of House—Burnett

Pictured above are
Meg and her mum
Sarah with Finley and
Sam from Year 11 after
Friday’s Stanton
assembly.
Right—Meg pictured
with her dad Jon Hope
earlier in the week with
Mr Tanner during the
Newton assembly.
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Oxford Union British Parliamentary Debate Club Competition
After starting up a British Parliamentary debate club in September, Miss Grady and I were thrilled to see some amazing
students take to debating so well. Subsequently, we entered two teams into an Oxford Union BP debating competition
on Monday 7th February for the first time ever. This is not an easy competition and is historically dominated by schools
that have been competing for decades. Despite this, our teams did fantastically in two difficult debates! The first was 'This
house would ban elected members of government and their families from using private services' and the second was 'This
house would impose a 100% inheritance tax'. With only seven schools going through to the next round out of seventyfive schools, this time unfortunately we weren't successful, but all students involved said that it has helped them develop
their skills further and are keen to compete again next year.

Well done to Josh N, Adam L, Keziah R and Fleur H. You were all amazing!
Mrs Innes
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Year 10 Textiles
We hope you have had a good week. Last week we showed some wonderful photos of the mini shirts my amazing Year 10 students
had made. This week we have been very busy making some mini trousers to match! We are not all quite finished yet. Some very
fancy fabrics I'm sure you will agree!
Well done Year 10! As always, I am super proud of you. I feel very lucky to teach such wonderful students.

Miss R Davies
Curriculum Director for Design Technology and
Art

Year 10 Food Technology
This week Year 10 have been perfecting their choux pastry skills by making profiteroles. The students learnt
that if too much of one ingredient is added the pastry may not rise properly. Accurate measuring and technique is therefore essential for the pastry to cook properly.
An example of buns which have had too much egg added:

Choux buns prior to having cream piped inside them:

The end result….delicious!

Mrs Pearsall
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Fantastic Year 10 Medicine through time
homework!
Miss Malone would like to show off the fantastic homework created by Heidi A in Year 10. Students were asked to create a timeline
of important individuals in the Medicine through time unit. Heidi has produced a very well researched timeline which explains the
discoveries made by each individual and has explained the significance of the discovery! An excellent example of independent learning, well done Heidi!
Miss K Malone
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Sixth Form football
On Wednesday the Sixth form football team played in the quarter final of the Somerset Cup away to Oldfield. In very foggy and wet conditions, Wellsway started the game quickly and maintained it throughout the game. James Bstarted the
scoring, finishing a cross from Alex T. James further added to the score finishing a cross from Dan H and then scoring from
a solo effort to wrap up his hat-trick. With a 3-0 lead into half time, Wellsway looked like they had the game sealed, but
early in the second half Oldfield converted a penalty to bring the score to 3-1. This was the motivation they needed. Goals
were added from Max T, Alex T, Will H, Shane R and the final goal was a long distance strike into the top corner from Dan
H. An excellent performance from the whole team! Final score: Oldfield 1 – 8 Wellsway.
Man of the match: Ryan L.
Mr R Evans
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Gymnastics Club
Well done to all of the gymnasts who have been attending gymnastics club on a Thursday, in such a short space of time
we have seen so many improvements. This week we worked on our somersaults and walkovers. Well done to Freya W
and Rosie C for their front somersaults and Delal O on her front walkover.
Miss Randall

DJ Workshop
Our thanks to DJ Ivor Willson who ran a DJ workshop on Wednesday with Alice, Henry and Sam. The students learnt the basics of beat
matching and attempted some mixes. They also explored some Disco classics. If you want to hear them DJing, come along to Disco Inferno, where they will be practising their skills, with the support of our professional DJ, prior to the show - creating a the perfect atmosphere!
We are hoping that we might be able to set up a DJ club which could run after school in the future. Watch this space!
Ms I McLean
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