Message from the Principal
Fun, Amazing and Fabulous!
Three words spoken by our Year 5 visitors and guests
from Saltford and Marksbury primary schools on
Wednesday evening. They were describing the activities
that they had completed as part of a new programme
providing opportunities for our staff and students to work
with students from our primary partners.
Events like these are a real collaboration and take a lot of
time to get off the ground with huge amounts of support from staff and parents of the
schools involved.
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One student said 'I thought Wellsway was going to be scary, but it is actually really fun'.
Another said ‘that they cannot wait to start at Wellsway’. This is exactly what we want
to hear!
Thank you so much to the team of staff Mrs Burston, Miss Barron, Miss Fox and Mrs
Joseph for organising the first event in this new programme. In fact, this event organised
by Mrs Burston is one of three within the programme Mrs Burston alone has planned.
There will be more stories later this year from the other three members of our staff leading these events.
Mrs Burston said, “Thanks so much for all of the positive comments from Year 5, you
were superb guests and we can’t wait to meet you again. It was a team effort and special thanks goes to the staff involved for giving up two hours of their time to give the
Year 5s a great transition experience.” We would also like to thank Mrs Burston, who
regular readers will be familiar with, for the amazing contribution that she has made over
many years within our community to create such opportunities. She has an infectious
enthusiasm and a real passion for sport that creates a lasting legacy.
I was delighted to be able to join the students and see how the event went and it was
clear that the children all thoroughly enjoyed themselves. It was fantastic to see young
children so engaged in sport and science experiments as well as our leaders and ambassadors acting as great role models! I was impressed, so thank you to all for your organisation and effort to put this event on.
Once again, I am sure like me you will enjoy reading about this event and lots more articles about what our wonderful young people did in school this week.
Best wishes
Rob Pearsall
Principal & Executive Head of School
Wellsway School and IKB Academy

“I really enjoyed
performing a rally.
It was all
excellent”
Emily, Year 5 Student

“Everything
was fun!”
Stanley, Year 5 Student

The Ammonite newsletter: 4th February 2022

Year 5 Pupils Enjoy Sport and Science Transition Taster
Session
On Wednesday we had the pleasure of welcoming 48 Year 5 pupils from Saltford and Marksbury primary schools to take part in a transition taster session for Sport and Science. The pupils had the opportunity to work alongside Wellsway staff and Sports/Science Ambassadors whilst trying out new activities.
In their Sports session the Year 5's enjoyed playing badminton where they learnt new skills and took part in individual and team challenges. Our Sports Ambassadors were wonderful at encouraging and coaching the children and I was so impressed by the progress they
made in a relatively short period of time.
In the Science session the Year 5's, with the help of our Science Ambassadors, carried out three experiments in the lab. Using the method
of paper chromatography, they separated different inks and dyes to form chromatographs and even a bouquet of flowers!

Thank you so much to Miss Barron, Miss Fox and Mrs Joseph for helping to run the sessions and to all the Sports and Science Ambassadors who were such great role models and made the evening so special for the Year 5 pupils. Well done to all involved.
Mrs Burston

“I loved getting a
high score rally of 11”
Poppy, Year 5 Student
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“I loved learning how to
serve properly so I could
start a rally”
Jess, Year 5 Student

“Fun!”
Fearne and Joshua,
Year 5 Students
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“My favourite part was getting a high score doing
keepie uppies with the shuttle”
David, Year 5 Student
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“Fabulous!”
Cody, Year 5 Student

“Amazing!”
Flo and Lily, Year 5 Students
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Principal’s Student of the Week
All our winners have demonstrated Endeavour, Resilience and Empathy; Wellsway School students striving to be confident, respectful,
and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”.








Year 7 - Starr B – leadership skills
Year 8 - Jade C – Resilience
Year 9 - Emily S– Excellent work in Science and English, also for captaining the Netball team
Year 10 –Milo M – For mediating with his peers to resolve the situation
Year 11 –Katy M – Independent Biology revision
Year 12 –Lucy D- Excellent attitude to learning and acting positively on feedback
Year 13 –Will S - has been working incredibly hard on his Biology knowledge. He’s impressed us all with his positive attitude and
engagement. Just awesome!
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Challenge Programme Information Evening
Thursday 10th February 6—7pm

We will be holding an information evening for parents/carers of pupils on, or thinking of joining, the
Challenge Programme in Lansdown Hall on Thursday 10th February.
The Challenge Programme is a series of extra curricular activities designed to stretch and challenge our
more able pupils. The information evening will tell
you more about the Challenge Programme and
how we support more able pupils at Wellsway
School. The evening is primarily aimed at Yr7 parents, though all are welcome, particularly parents of
Yr8 pupils on the Challenge Programme who didn't
have the opportunity to attend last year due to
Covid.
Dr Hambidge
Challenge Programme Coordinator

Congrats to Owen!
Congratulations to Owen G who recently competed
in the U15 Welsh Indoor Champions for Shot Put.
He threw a new Personal Best of 11.06m and is now
the Welsh National Champion! Well done Owen!
Mr Evans

Disco Inferno
The days are ticking by and our students continue
to work hard in preparation for our show, Disco
Inferno, which runs from Monday 14th February Thursday 17th February. We are delighted to confirm that tickets will go on sale on Saturday at 9am
on the following link https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/wellsway-school We
would love to welcome all of our Wellsway community to attend this event - please share the link
with family and friends who enjoy musicals! The show is appropriate for all ages
and includes many Disco classics including I Will Survive, Play that Funky Music and
of course, Disco Inferno! We're delighted to also welcome a DJ who will be supporting students DJing, following a workshop, with some upbeat disco tunes to
put you in the mood before the main event.
Should any students wish to attend the show with their friends, they can purchase
tickets in Mendip Foyer at lunchtime next week. They will need to give their name
to our 6th Form helpers and they will be given a ticket. Parents and Carers will then
be informed of this £4 purchase via Insight, and the ticket will be added to the student's Sco-Pay account.
Date for the diary! Back due to popular demand, the Wellsway Open Mic Night
returns on Thursday 7th April. This is for any musician or singer who wishes to perform in friendly, supportive environment. Any style of music is welcomed - soloists
with backing tracks, bands, pianists and DJs. This is run by students and for students - it always is a brilliant night with an eclectic mix of music! Further information will be shared with students at the start of Term 4.
Director of Music - Futura Learning Partnership
Deputy Curriculum Director for PE and Performing Arts - Wellsway School

Rehearsals
Sunday 6th Feb - Dress rehearsal 104pm, chorus just required 2pm-4pm.
Tuesday 8thFeb - Full dress rehearsal
for everyone until 5.30pm
Weds 9th Feb - To be decided and
confirmed at Sunday's rehearsal. Leads, bands, dancers and Disco
Divas most likely!
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Year 10 Science Practical
Year 10 did a titration practical in science this week where they were
finding out the concentration of an unknown solution. The students
enjoyed the opportunity to use new equipment like burrettes and volumetric pipettes.
Miss P Bassett
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Under 13 Indoor Cricket
On Thursday 3rd February, the under 13 indoor cricket team took part in the first round of the indoor competition. The first game
was against Beechen Cliff, and Wellsway did well to hold them to 78 for 8. Wellsway could see that a win was certainly possible, but
a few early wickets saw Wellsway score 55 for 8. The second game was against the hosts, St Bernadettes’. This went the whole innings, with Wellsway limiting them to 72 for 6. Wellsway learnt from the first game and were more composed with the batting,
scoring 77 for 4 to win the game. As we came runners up, we progress to the next round of the competition. Well done to all students who played.
Mr Evans
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Year 10 Textiles
Textiles students in Year 10 have been busy this week making mini shirts. If you can make a mini shirt, you can make a human size
one! We have placed the shirts on a mini washing line and hung them up pride of place in the textiles room. Next week we will be
learning how to make mini trousers.
A huge well done to Year 10 textiles students!
Miss R Davies
Curriculum Director for Design Technology and Art
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Green Team News
The Green Team had a break from their nestbox building projects & took part this
week in the RSPB’s annual schools’ birdwatch. Armed only with binoculars, our eyes
and ears, we identified 20 different species just by walking round the school grounds
for an hour. This beats the previous best count by 3 species.
The most numerous were 12 wood pigeon, 10 noisy herring gulls, thriving on what
scraps the school population drops each day; a flock of 10 chattering goldfinches in the
school garden, with pied wagtails, magpies, and starlings not far behind. 2 other gull
species were seen, which surprised some members who thought there was only one kind of seagull!
The most exciting finds were 2 redwings, migrant thrushes that fly from Scandinavia to the UK in November and return in February & March, and a passing heron.
These are not often seen on the school grounds. The results have been sent to
RSPB to add to their National database. Well done Green Team!
Mr Sage
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