A Level Bridging Work
Sociology
The following tasks will enable you to prepare you for the A Level Sociology course. Please fill in the table
and get it signed off by someone at home who has seen you do the following. Note down the date and
amount of time. This research-based project is designed to give you an ideal grounding for A-level study.
Research and complete all the tasks to give you a good idea of what to expect on a Sociology course.
Present the tasks in any format you like – this could be a power point or a poster, or a leaflet, or on A4.
There is also some work to complete on theories after the research tasks. These tasks must be completed
and handed in on your return in September. On the final pages are some suggested material to broaden
your sociological knowledge.
Task 1 Topic: Families and Households: Childhood
Childhood is a time when children should be protected and supported in their development. However,
some argue that childhood is disappearing. With increased technology use, more pressure to perform in
schools and the use of social media, many suggest that childhood is disappearing or that it is becoming
‘toxic’. However, others argue that today children are much safer than ever before, unparalleled medical
care, more awareness and a society focused on children means that they have never had it better than they
do today. And that others who disagree are looking nostalgically to a time which never really existed.
Your tasks are:
1) What is childhood, how is it described and defined?
2) How is childhood different today?
3) What is meant by the term ‘toxic childhood’ (Sue Palmer)
4) What do you think? Explain your reasoning.
Use the following to help you:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izU-trJATdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HkO1-aeiz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fK2Ma7QLVU
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2006/sep/14/children.familyandrelationships
https://www.unicef.org/sowc05/english/childhooddefined.html
Task 2 Topic Education: The Selective Education Debate
The Conservatives announced they would be expanding the number of grammar schools in the UK.
There has been an extremely fierce debate over the fairness of grammar schools (selecting by ability) since
their conception in 1944, with some arguing that grammar schools unfairly benefit the middle-classes, while
others argue that it gives working-class children a chance that they otherwise wouldn’t have had.
In 1960s it was decided that schools should not be selective, and everyone should have an equal access to
all schools. However, the current government has said that they want to expand the grammar school
system.
Your task is…
1) Research both sides of the debate.

2) What are Grammar schools, why were they introduced, how do these differ from comprehensive
schools.
3) What position does each of the other political parties take on this issue?
4) What do you think? Explain your reasoning.
Use the following to help you:
http://theconversation.com/grammar-schools-debate-four-key-questions-answered-74274
http://hitchensblog.mailonsunday.co.uk/grammar-schools
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4990862/Theresa-backs-grammar-school-expansion.html
Task 3 Topic: Beliefs in society- what causes fundamental beliefs?
Fundamentalism refers to “black‐and‐white” thinking that opposes modernism, or progressive thinking
about religion and other social topics. Fundamentalist groups tend to oppose anything that challenges their
religious group's interpretations and opinions. Fundamentalist can come from a wide variety of religious
and non- religious beliefs. We would like you to investigate Christian fundamentalism in America.
Your task…
1) Define Christian fundamentalism
2) Find out about different groups that are fundamentalist Christians in America.
3) What are their beliefs? How do they interact with wider society?
4) Why do they choose to believe these things?
5) What does Steve Bruce say about fundamentalism in the west? Why does it exist?
Watch and read the following to support your understanding
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVV2Zk88beY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0Nkv_wUiOU
http://iasc-culture.org/THR/archives/AfterSecularization/8.12EBruce.pdf
Task 4 Topic: Crime: youth crime- why knife crime is on the rise
In 2017 there was a 22% increase in knife crime and an 11% rise in gun crime, according to offences
recorded by the police. These crimes don’t occur very often, but they do attract a lot of media attention.
The rise in crimes involving knives can also be seen in hospitals. In the five years to March 2017, the number
of admissions for stab wounds increased by 13% in England and 17% in London.
Last year, 39 children and teenagers were killed by knives in the UK and more than half of those were in the
capital. Reports indicate there were more than 50 homicides in London in the first 100 days of 2018.
Your task is...
1) Research Knife crime in England and Wales, find out the statistics. What is happening?
2) Research the reasons for the increase in knife crime; watch YouTube videos and read accounts in
news articles. Give reasons for the rise in knife crime from different perspectives, for example, what
do the young people say – is there any reason to disbelieve their account? What did people from
local communities (where the knife crime is happening) say were the causes, what is the
government saying are the reasons? State problems/strengths of these reasons as you discuss them.
3) In your own opinion, what was the main reason why knife crime has increased?
Use the following to help you:

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/apr/27/why-are-knife-and-gun-offences-on-the-rise-andwho-is-most-at-risk
http://www.croydonguardian.co.uk/news/knifecrime/
Theories in Sociology
When studying sociology, you learn about different theories- these all have different beliefs about how
society functions. Sociologists then use these to explain the world around them.
Your task is to find out about the key assumptions of each of the theories below. Use the internet to help
you.
Functionalism
They believe that society works well the way that it is, they agree with the way society it, therefore, it is
described as a consensus theory. They argue that all parts of society work together to achieve the same
Norms
Values
Organic analogy
Value consensus
Social unity
Anomie
goals.
Find out the definitions for the following words:

Marxism
This theory disagrees with the way that society is and want to change it. They believe that it is unequal, that
the power is held by those that control the wealth. Therefore, it is described as a conflict theory.
Find out the definitions for the following words:
Bourgeoise
Proletariat

Capitalism
Communism

Feminism
Feminists believe that society is unequal due to the power held by men over women. They disagree with
the way society is and want to change it, therefore, it is called a conflict theory.
Find out the definitions for the following words:
Patriarchy
Sexism
Subordination
Dual burden
Male gaze

Your final task is to find out about one of the following sociologists- choose the theory that you are most
interested in. In the box below write a summary of who they are, what they believed and what they said
(fun facts are welcome!).
•

Functionalism- Emile Durkheim

•

Marxism- Karl Marx

•

Feminism- Simone de Beauvoir

Read books and articles on Sociology topics
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/what-is-sociology/studying-sociology/
https://the-syllabus.com/coronavirus-readings/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/wm-introductiontosociology/chapter/reading-what-is-sociology/
https://theconversation.com/uk/topics/sociology-400

https://www.admincareerstt.com/sociology%20for%20dummies.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/sociology

Watch: Documentaries and Films / Films and series
Any Louis Theroux Documentary
Black Mirror Collection
Unorthodox (2020)
The Blind Side (2009)
Minority Report (2002)
The Help (2011)
Noughts and Crosses (2020)
Jonestown: The Life and Death of Peoples Temple (2006)
Rapper Akala on Linking Knife Crime to Race | Good Morning Britainhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvS78MlAXAQ
Alice And Her Six Dads: Real Stories- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8ADEzyNOYM
Domestic Abuse: Real Stories - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yIAY2tbnOE
TED Talks on Sociology- https://www.ted.com/talks?topics%5B%5D=sociology&sort=relevance&q=sociology
Akala Presents: The Ruins of Empires- https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b1v41j

Browse- Remember, most of what you are reading are opinions. You need to think about the ‘evidence’
that is presented and ask questions.
The Sociological Review- https://www.thesociologicalreview.com/
Everyday Sociology Blog- https://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/
Sociology Lens- https://www.sociologylens.net/
Contexts Blog- https://contexts.org/blog/
BBC: What Class Are You?- https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-22000973
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