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A Level Bridging Work 
Geography 

 
This pack contains a set of tasks and resources to prepare you to start an A Level in Geography.  It should 
be used after you complete your GCSE, throughout the remainder of the summer term and over the 
summer holidays to ensure you are ready to start your course in September.   
The pack will touch on a range of key topic areas and some skills linked to A Level Geography:  Coasts, 
Water Cycle, Hazards, Globalisation, Population, Urban Environments and Changing Places.   
 
“The study of geography is about more than just memorising places on a map. It is about understanding 
the complexities of the world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exist across continents. And in 
the end, it is about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together.” Barack 
Obama. 
 
 
Please fill in the table and get it signed off by someone at home who has seen you do the following. Note 
down the date and amount of time.  
 
 
TASK 1:   

Over your A level geographical studies you will be expected to create ‘Geographical scrap books’. You will 
create two separate books, one for human geography and one for physical geography. You will be 
expected to collect relevant news clips, photographs and articles etc. These snippets of geography can 
then be used to support your answers in your exams. Over the summer you need to start your scrap 
books. We will expect you to have at least three bits of information in each book.  

                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Things to read or watch  
 
Some good general geography sources:  
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      Geography Review: http://www.philipallan.co.uk/geographyreview/index.htm 
      Geographical: http://www.geographical.co.uk/Home/index.html 
 
Factfulness: Ten Reasons We’re Wrong about the World – and Why Things Are Better than You Think.  
By Hans Rosling, Ola Rosling, Anna Rosling Rönnlund 
 
Useful websites: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 
http://www.geographyalltheway.com                    http://www.gatm.org.uk  
 
More specific articles and lectures that will broaden your geographical knowledge and understanding.  
 
DON'T PANIC — Hans Rosling showing the facts about population 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FACK2knC08E&t=1583s 
 
Interactive map of coastal map of the UK coastline 
https://www.gov.uk/check-plans-to-stop-coastal-erosion-in-your-area  
 
What is happening to the plates?  
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22329843-000-earths-tectonic-plates-have-doubled-their-
speed 
 
How can technology improve a country’s vulnerability?  
https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_conneally_digital_humanitarianism  
 
What is a ‘global sense of place’? Why is this important to the understanding of ‘place’ as a concept? 
Massey, D (1991) http://banmarchive.org.uk/collections/mt/pdf/91_06_24.pdf  
 
Places to go 
 
Geographers love to visit different places. Normally we would be asking you to make the most of any 
interesting places that you visit over the holidays, however, this may not be possible this year. So, we are 
asking you to take geographical photos to build up a record of local places or places close to home that 
you can get to.  Consider; what is the physical geography of the area? How is the physical environment 
influenced by human activity? What geographical investigation could be carried out in this area? 
You can supplement this with going on some virtual tours of places further afield-there’s a wide choice 
of these available online and you can find a list of the best ones by visiting the site below. 
Virtual travel tours 
 
TASK 2:  
You will be expected to report back to your new class in September on one of the areas listed above. So, 
when you read an article, remember to jot down a few notes on what you learned from it. If you visit a 
place, take some photographs and be ready to explain the geography that you have experienced. 

http://www.philipallan.co.uk/geographyreview/index.h
http://www.geographical.co.uk/Home/index.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.geographyalltheway.com/
http://www.gatm.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FACK2knC08E&t=1583s
https://www.gov.uk/check-plans-to-stop-coastal-erosion-in-your-area
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22329843-000-earths-tectonic-plates-have-doubled-their-speed
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22329843-000-earths-tectonic-plates-have-doubled-their-speed
https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_conneally_digital_humanitarianism
http://banmarchive.org.uk/collections/mt/pdf/91_06_24.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/virtual-travel-experiences-vr-museums-galleries-national-parks-coronavirus-lockdown-a9409776.html
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TASK 3:  
Study the images provided and annotate them to show your knowledge and understanding. Use the 
prompts to help you. 
 
In Geography it is vital that you learn how to use photographs effectively.  

 
Physical Geography: coasts.  

Prompts. Think about; coastal processes, coastal features, threats, management, human uses and what 
might happen in the future? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Physical Geography: hazards  
Prompts. Think about; tectonic processes, threats, impacts, risks and management. 
 
 

A beach in the Algarve, Portugal 

 Mt Agung, Bali.  (Photography by Martina Russell-Smith) 
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Human Geography: Changing Places  
Prompts. Think about; character of place, media representation of place, how and why this area 
developed, how it has changed over time, the reasons for regeneration and relative success of the 
regeneration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Human Geography: Globalisation 
Prompts. Think about; character of place, media representation of place, how might this place link to the 
global market? How is this place linked to globalisation? Where does this place fit into global governance?  
 
 
 

London Docklands, London, England 

A market place on Mahe, in the Seychelles. 
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When studying Geography, it is important to be aware of the ‘big questions’ that impact upon our world 
today. Below is a set of ‘big questions’ for you to consider.  

 
Question 1. ‘It is a country’s level of economic development that will determine how well it copes with 
natural hazards.’ Evaluate the validity of this statement. 
 
Question 2. ‘Wars in the future will be fought over water.’ To what extent do you agree with this 
statement? 
 
Question 3. ‘Globalisation is positive to all.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement? 
 
Question 4. Doreen Massey’s work revolves around the concept of “a sense of place”. What do you 
consider this phrase to mean? 
 
Question 5. ‘Coastal areas in developing countries are more at risk than those in developed countries.’ To 
what extent do you agree with this statement? 
 
Question 6. Urban areas are better places to live than rural areas. Discuss.  
 
Question 7. How should Antarctica be used by people in the future, if at all? 
 
 

TASK 4:  

Topic based task – ‘the big questions’ 
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Read through these seven big questions. 

For each one briefly outline what your opinion is on the ‘big question’. 

Choose one of these big questions, expand upon your brief opinion and write your key arguments linked 
to this issue. Where appropriate use evidence to back up your opinions.  

 
Geography Holiday Revision Log 
 
 

Activity Time/date signed 
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Essential geographical terminology grid 
 
Tick or Cross the first 2 columns after GCSE to indicate which terminology you are comfortable with. Use 
this as a reference to guide your revision over the summer, then fill in the last 2 columns at the end of the 
summer to see how much progress you have made. 
 

Geographical term 
Know the 
meaning 

Can give an 
example 

To help 
myself 

over the 
Summer 

I 
can……… 

Know 
the 

meaning 

Can give an 
example 

Adaptation      

Biodiversity      

Biomass      

Birth rate      

Chemical weathering      

Climate change      

Conservation      

Death rate      

Debt relief      

Decomposer      

Deforestation      

De-industrialisation      
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Deposition      

Desertification      

Development      

Development gap      

Economic impact      

Economic opportunities      

Ecosystem 

 

     

Environmental impact      

Erosion      

Extreme weather      

Fair trade      

Famine      

Food insecurity      

Formal economy      

globalisation      

GNI      
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Hard engineering      

Hazard risk      

HIC      

HDI      

Inequalities      

Infrastructure      

Informal economy      

Intermediate technology      

Landscape      

LIC      

Management strategies      

Mass movement      

Megacity      

Migration      

Mitigation      
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Monitoring      

NEE      

North-South divide      

Nutrient cycling      

Over-cultivation      

Plate tectonics      

Post -industrial economy      

Precipitation      

Primary effects      

Rural-urban fringe      

Secondary effects      

Social deprivation      

Social impact      

Social opportunities      

Soft engineering      
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Squatter settlement      

Subsistence farming      

Sustainability      

TNC      

Urbanisation      

Water conflict      

Water stress      

 
Finally, if you are serious about taking your geography learning even further…… 
 
Top books to read  
 

 
      

 
 
Latest magazine articles 

 
 

 
 
Listen in-podcasts 

https://amzn.to/2UimGPB
https://amzn.to/2JaIwhz
https://amzn.to/2JaIwhz
https://amzn.to/3alMYWs
https://amzn.to/2wECaEr
https://amzn.to/2UybkG4
http://geographical.co.uk/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/environment
https://flipboard.com/@richardallaway/ib-dp-geography-flipboard-magazine-u0e91ni8z
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment
https://www.bbc.com/future
https://amzn.to/2UimGPB
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Overheard – National Geographic 
Podcast 
Science Weekly – The Guardian Podcast 
Ask the geographer Podcasts 
The Development Podcast – World Bank 
The World Economic Forum Podcasts 

Planet Money – The economy explained  
RGS Online Lectures 
BBC Costing the Earth 
BBC The Documentary Podcast 
Living Planet Podcast 

 
 
 
Watch 

 

World economic forum videos 
Royal Geographical Society Youtube 
iPlayer Science and Nature Playlist 
iPlayer Climate Change Playlist 
BBC Earth 

iPlayer Earth from Space 
iPlayer Stacey Dooley on BBC Three 
iPlayer Race Across the World 
iPlayer Africa with Ade Adepitan 
iPlayer Fashion Conscious 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/podcasts/overheard/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/podcasts/overheard/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/series/science
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/
https://open.spotify.com/show/3WJXPynY3ai2wOYJEmc4T8
https://soundcloud.com/world-economic-forum
https://www.npr.org/sections/money/?t=1585048489797&t=1585135821258
https://www.rgs.org/all/?categories=OnlineLecture
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4wn/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nq0lx
https://www.dw.com/en/living-planet-environment-stories-from-around-the-world/a-19385797
https://www.weforum.org/videos/archive/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGdL1D-WfrXFdlcmnC7EfEg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/documentaries-science-and-nature/a-z?sort=atoz
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/search?q=climate+change
https://www.bbcearth.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p072n2zr/earth-from-space
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p04k8lnk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m0002tvs/race-across-the-world
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m0002fch/africa-with-ade-adepitan
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p07kt9mx/fashion-conscious

	When studying Geography, it is important to be aware of the ‘big questions’ that impact upon our world today. Below is a set of ‘big questions’ for you to consider.
	Question 1. ‘It is a country’s level of economic development that will determine how well it copes with natural hazards.’ Evaluate the validity of this statement.
	Question 2. ‘Wars in the future will be fought over water.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement?
	Question 3. ‘Globalisation is positive to all.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement?
	Question 4. Doreen Massey’s work revolves around the concept of “a sense of place”. What do you consider this phrase to mean?
	Question 5. ‘Coastal areas in developing countries are more at risk than those in developed countries.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement?
	Question 6. Urban areas are better places to live than rural areas. Discuss.
	Question 7. How should Antarctica be used by people in the future, if at all?

